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612, replied: “It is not in my hands. It is in the hands of the Security 
Council. The Security Council has not yet taken essential or positive steps 
towards easing or lifting sanctions.” Mr. Aziz said his meeting with Dr. 
Ghali had been “frank and constructive” and they had agreed to continue 
their talks in the future to improve relations between Iraq and the United 
Nations. “Iraq has fulfilled most of the essential points of its obligations 
according to u.N. Security Council resolutions, mainly resolution 687,” 
he added. 
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ComhfaMKl agr-ry i hyteka 

TUNIS ; — Yassqr Arafat on 
Wednesday was toying to win 
approval -fion hjs mainstream 
Fatehfario&for aft agreem en t he 
readied 1 with brad on partial 
self-rule' ® tire'oc&pfed territor- 
ies. ■ t'-V' • ■ • 

The w tewn leader, who faces 
death threats from hardline fac- 
tions within the Palestine Libera- 
tion Org anisation (FLO), badly 
needs Us own faction's backing to 
continue with tbs peace process. 

Mr. Arafat called a meeting of 
the l&nan Fateh Central Com- 
mittee, winch anas expected to be 
turbulent as several members of 
tire body arc vocal opponents of 
the peace deaL 
Under the agreement, the 
Palestinians would gain a. mea- 
sure of setf-ruJe in the Gaza Strip 
and the West . Batik town of 
Jericho^ But opponents have 
. blasted the plan fra- being too 
limited and foiag-to deat with 
the key issue of; the status of 
Jenisatetn. • • 

Mr. Arafat -arrived -from 
Sudan, where he put Israel on 
notice dial he Was not giving up 
Aiab. dairas' on Jerusalem — 
dea^ toying to reassure his cri- 
tics in advance of the committee 


, FLO negotiate mutual recognition 


add Lebanese talks with Israel reported 


Cqaribraed ^ency dfapatcfaes 

WASHINGTON — Israel and. 
/tire 'Arabs took dramatic strides 
towards Middle East peace on 
Wednesday as „ Israel and the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). Jiegotiated on a 
nroftial recognition designed to 
end: decades, of warlike enmity. 

Secret Isradt-Syrian talks were 
also reported^ . - * 

Official U-S-Tsponsored Mid-. 
(flfr.Bast talks in Washingon re- 
sumed for a. second day but the 
real action was elsewhere. 

A Palestinian source said the 
PLO and brad were negotiating 
the recognition deal by telephone 
in the hope they could sign a 
historic peace , agreement in 
Washington by the end of - next 
week. There was no scheduled 
date for die completion of the 
current round of peace iaiks. 

Talks in Norway on Tuesday 
baled to finalise a deaf and. an 
informed Norwegian source said 
the negotiations had encountered 
problems. 

The Palestinian source said: 
“Documents are being^xchanged 
back and forth but tbtfdocument 
is not yet . ready.” . 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashxawi audT in a CBS 
interview: “I think there's a real 
tiketihood of. baring 1 a ge nuin e 
breaktlroagfr on.: that front. ^ 
probably today." 
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Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin (right) re- East Jerusalem 
eefves flowers from a boy ata Palestinian school in (AEP photo) 


as he arrives for a visit Wednesday 


' But the Palestinian source said 
later it was hard to prerfict when 
the recognition deal - might be 
agreed. It had seemed only hours 
away earlier in the week. 

lie- said the “declaration of 
principles 7 ’ on braeli-Palestfnian 
peace, covering a five-year in- 


terim period of Palestinian self- 
rule in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, would not be presented to 
the PLO Executive Comnrittee 
for final approval until recogni- 
tion was agreed. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said on Tuesday that 


PLO leader Yasser Arafat had 
already “basic changes in die 
character... of the PLO and Israel 
will respond accordingly.” 
“UntO now, the PLO was an 
organisation that had selected as 
a strategy, tenor. If it will be- 
come a political battle that does 


“Whoever would rcfinqmsh an 
inch of Jerusalem is not an Arab 
raaAfasBm," he told rep o rters in 


Khartoum on Tuesday night. 

He said Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin of Israel considers 
Jerusalem beyond negotiation. 
But, Mr. Arafat said, “he has to 
remember that Jerusalem is a red 
line not only fra the Palestinians 
but to the Muriimsr the Christians 
and the Arabs.” . 

Mr. Arafat called the emergen- 
cy central committee meeting af- 
ter mounting opposition de- 
veloped to his plans to go ahead 
with the Gaza-Jericho agree- 
ment. . 

Mr- Arafat badly needs the 
endorsement of his own group 
before proposing the accord for 
approval by the PLO Executive 
Committee and the Palestine 
National Council. 

Fateh is the largest and most 
influential group w i t hin the FIX). 

The second- and tlurd-laigest 
group, the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Democratic Front for the 
liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
oppose the Gaza-Jericho deaL 

And two members of the Fateh 
Central Committee, Hani AJ 
Hassan and Abbas Zalti, have 
openly rejected the plan. They 
called on Mr. Arafat not to sign 
it. 

PLO officials said Mr. Hassan 
and Mr. Zald were on their way 
from Amman, accompanied- by 
several other members of the 
committee who are based in Jor- 


dan. 

The officials, speakiqg on con- 
dition of anonymity, said they 
expected further opposition to 
surface inside the committee. 

Sakhr, Abu Nizar, a Central 
Committee member, told the 
Associated Press that a long de- 
bate was expected. 

A senior PLO official said the 
draft agreement with Israel trill 
allow, all Palestinians who fled the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
during the 1967 Arab-Israeh war 
to return home. 

“There is an accord on the' 
return of all of them. They are 
more than 800,000. A committee 
composed of - Israel, the PLO, 
Egypt and Jordan win set the 
practical and administrative proc- 
edures for their return,” PLO 
Eexecutive Committee member 
Yasser Abed-Rabbo told Reu- 
ters. 

The PFLP, headed by George 
Habash said Wednesday the 
P!LO’s leadership should be dis- 
missed. 

The group called for a confer- 
ence in the occupied territories 
and abroad to choose a new PLO 
leadership. 

“We. urge- all forces and 
nationalist activists who are faith- 
ful to the blood of the martyrs ... 
to meet and convene a national 
and popular conference in the 
occupied territories and in the 
diaspora ... to elect an interim 


leadership able to safeguard the 
national programme,” it said in a 
statement sent to Reuters. 

It did not mention Mr. Arafat 
by name. 

Senior Palestinian negotiator 
Faisal AJ Husseini on Wednesday 
briefed opposition leaders in the 
occupied territories on tire agree- 
ment. 

Riyad AJ Malki, an academic 
activist associated with tire PFLP, 
said he was convinced the accord 
was a sell-out. 

“Our concern is that this agree- 
ment has already been initialed, 
will be 1 signed in Washington 
within the next two days and win 
be implemented as soon as possi- 
ble. The fear is that a status quo 
win be imposed in tire occupied 
territories that cannot be re- 
versed," Mr. Malki said. 

Mr. Arafat told a demonstra- 
tion in support of the Gaza- 
Jericho accord that the Palesti- 
nians were on the way to having a 
state with Jerusalem as its capital. 

More than 3,000 cheering 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
town of Nablus heard tire stirring 
, address from Mr. Arafat via a 
telephone broadcast link foD ow- 
ing the PLO agreement with 
Israel. 

“What we have already 
. achieved is what was possible and 
not what we wanted to do to 
found a Palestinian state with 
(Co nti n ue d on page 5) 


not turn to violence or terror, we 
won't have any problem to sit 
with them," Mr. Peres said in a 
television interview. 

The PLO- Israeli declaration of 
principles was negotiated in 14 
rounds secret talks over four 
months in Norway. 

Mr. Peres told a Jerusalem 
press conference that Israel could 
sign a “declaration of principles” 
immediately. 

“The declaration of principles 
was approved by the two sides. It 
stands on its own. In my judge- 
ment it is' ready for -signature,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

Mr. Peres said the signing of 
that agreement and mutual recog- 
nition were not linked. The 
accord would be signed in 
Washington, he said. 

Asked what was delaying the 
signing Mr. Peres said: “We think 
that the first week of meetings in 
Washington should really be 
spent on exchanging general 
views.. .and the real story, I hope, 
will begin next week.' 

PLO officials made similar 
statements in Tunis. 

“There will be a mutual recog- 
nition within days before the 
agreement is signed,” PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee member Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo told Reuters. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Haidar Abdul Shaft, a Gazan 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan will not accept any 
imposed agreement — King 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan re- 
spects the Palestinians’ right to 
take independent decisions in 
their affairs, but will not accept 
any agreement to which the 
Kingdom is not a party. His 
Majesty King Hussein said 
Wednesday. 

The King said Jordan was 
not informed of the details of 
the reported agreement be- 
tween the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) and Israel 
on Palestinian autonomy in the 
occupied territories focusing 
mainly on the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

“We reject any agreement to 
which we are not a party and 
any imposition of such agree- 
ments on us,” said the King. 

The King’s comments came 
in a television interview with 
renowned Arab journalist 
G hassan Tweini. Parts of the 
interview were broadcast on 
Jordan Television. 

It was tire second time that 
the King publicly referred to 
the lack of PLO consultations 
with Jordan over the so-called 
“Gaza-Jericho first” agree- 
ment worked out in secret be- 
tween the PLO and Israel out- 
side the framework of the 22- 


U.N. welcomes accord, 
pledges to assist it 


Combined agency dispatches 

GENEVA — U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali Wednes- 
day welcomed a planned Israeli- 
Palestinian accord and said the 
United Nations was ready to help 
implement it. 

"The secretary-general has stu- 
died the text of a plan for an 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement 
published yesterday. He con- 
gratulates the government of the 
State of Israel and the Palestinian 
delegation,” bis spokeswoman 
said m a statement. 

Dr. GhaJi was quoted as saying 
he hoped the deal, which envis- 
ages an international presence to 
help Implement it, could be 
.signed soon. 

“Once the agreement is signed 
and if the two sides request it, the 
United Nations will fce ready to 
offer all its help in the areas 
foreseen by the accord in order to 
contribute to bringing peace to 
the Middle East in une with U.N. 
resolutions,” Dr. Ghali said. . 

Israeli and the Palestine Li- 
beratiorf Organisation are on the 
verge of recognising each other 
although officials differed on 
Wednesday about the timing of 
the histone breakthrough. 

Both sides have approved a 
declaration of principles which 
covers interim self-rule for the 
two million Palestinians under 


Israeli occupation, beginning 
with an Isralei troop withdrawal 
from the Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. 

In an interview published 
Wednesday in the Italian daily 
Repubblica, Dr. Ghali said that 
during a recent meeting he had 
advised PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat “not to miss the opportun- 
ity” presented by an accord with 
Israel and to sfeizc the initiative. 

. Italian dailv Repubblica. 
Dr. Ghali said that during a 
recent meeting he had advised 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
"not to miss the opportunity” 
presented by an accord with 
Israel and to' seize the initiative. 

"Time will tell whether it’s an 
historic accord or not. But I 
believe it is a very important step. 
We hope it will be the basis for 
building something even 'more 
important.” the U.N. chief told 
the daily. 

Dr. Ghali said the threat of 
Islamic militants sabotaging the 
peace process was being exagger- 
ated. “Sure, these radicals are 
very dangerous. But they still 
represent a marginal movement.” 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev welcomed tire 
breakthrough in peace talks and 
said the Isreal-PLO agreement 
must be grasped quickly. 

(Continued on page 5) 



month-old Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations. 

It also indicated that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, who 
flew hereon a surprise visit last 
week after the King made the 
first comments in a news agen- 
cy interview, could not offer 
satisfactory explanations over 
the lack of consultations with 
Jordan. 

“We in Jordan have a united 
decision and our stand is un- 
ited,” the King said. “The 
Palestinians have the right to 
discuss their own affairs, 
aspirations, and rights and we 
always support the indepen- 
dent Palestinian decision,” he 
said. 

The King pointed out that 


Jordan “has always been call- 
ing for enabling the Palestinian 
people to exercise their rights 
and take their own decision 
without any influence of in- 
terference from any party.” 

“Based on this principle and 
understanding, Jordan re- 
sponded to a pan-Arab call at 
the Rabat (Arab) summit (held 
in 1974) by recognising that the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) as the sole and 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people.' the King 
said. 

Answering other questions 
during the interview, the King 
said the Arab Nation was pas- 
sing through “a dangerous 
stage where its destiny is 
threatened.” 

“This situation calls for a 
summit meeting where ail 
Arab states rise above the 
wounds and misunderstanding 
for the sake of the Arab Na- 
tion's future generations," the 
King said. 

“We are fully committed to 
any Arab plan for convening 
an Arab summit meeting since 
we believe that inter-Arab 
coordination is not up to the 
required level vis-a-vis the 
peace process,” he said. 


Jordan hopes to finalise 
its agenda with Israel 


By a Jordan Times Staff Re- 
porter with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Information Minis- 
ter Ma’n Abu Nowar Wednesday 
denied reports that Jordan was 
dose to signing a “declaration of 
principles,” in tire ongoing Mid- 
dle East preace talks with Israel. 

Dr. Abu Nowar was referring 
to reports carried by tire Associ- 
ated Press and Israel Television. 

The AP later corrected its re- 
port to say that Jordan was close 
to “conducting a declaration of 
prindples,” with Israel. 

The AP, Reuter as well as AFP 
carried similar reports attributed 
to unnamed Jordanian officials 
saying that Jordan was dose to 
finalising a “dedaration of princi- 
ples'’ — essentially meaning an 
agenda for the Jordanian-Israeli 
track of negotiations. 

Officials quoted by Reuter said 
Jordan would probably to sign 
the document during the current 
round of talks in Washington, but 
the French news agency (AFP) 
quoted its sources as saying that 
the Kingdom would not sign such 
a document but would announce 
its contents after the Palestinians 
and Israelis sign an accord on 
Palestinian autonomy. 

The AP quoted Dr. Abu 
Nowar as saymg that Jordanian 
and Israeli negotiators “are dis- 


cussing a statement of principles 
and I think progress could be 
achieved in that regard." 

Dr. Abu Nowar said once the 
deal is finalised, it would be 
brought back to the Jordanian 
and Israeli governments for sign- 
ing. 

He stressed that the declara- 
tion did not mean a peace treaty 
between the two countries. But 
he added: “This agenda is one 
step forward towaiti.” 

He refused to speculate how 
soon the dedaration could be 
finalised, but another senior 
cabinet member said it would be! 
“in the next few days." ; 

According to the official 
quoted by the AFP, Jordan “will 
not sign an agreement but rathei 
announce (the contents of) the 
joint agenda which doesn't need! 
to be signed.” i 

Israeli and Jordanian nego-i 
tiators in earlier rounds of peacd 
talks developed a joint agenda 1 
outlining the course of future 
negotiations, the official said. It is 
designed to lead to a peace rrea 

ty- 

"We did not announce thi: 
agenda because we were wsitini 
for progress to be achieved witi 
the Palestinians,** the officia 
added. 

(Continued on page 10) 


Arafaf is taking new risk for peace — the question is: Will it work? 


• By Lamb K, Aadoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

REACHING a separate 
accord oh Palestinian sdf-role 
with the . Israelis, Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
■leader YasserArafetis ventur- 
ing' into a : risky gamble that 
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.informed sources, is that re- 
gardless of the shortcoming of • 
the accord, once the PLO is 
part of the peace process the 
US. and Israel would have to 
accept Palestinian national 
rights. 

The hoped-for scenario, 
according to official statements 
and interviews, goes like this: 
Once the PLO establishes itself 
on the ground in the form of a 
provisional government or * 
political party, it will be able to 
start building die infrastructure 
of a future Palestinian state, 
partrcularlywhen economic aid 
starts flowing in. 

A combination of improving 
tiie soao-economic conditions 
in. the desperately poor and 
crowded Gaza Strip and in 
Jericho and some form of 
Palestinian authority .win make 
it posrible.for^ to 

-fc m eetin g- >, 
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complicated. by many serious, 
obstacles. These include the 
provisions of tire accord itself, 
the lade of consensus among 
the Palestinians and the inevit- 
able dependence bn fuiandal 
aid from the Arabs themselves 
and foreign donors who might 
not want to see or support an 
independent Palestinian state. 
The Israeli-Palestinian accord . 
refers to a “marshall plan” that 
most Palestinian officials sus- 
pect aims at improving condi- 
tions in tire West Bank and 
Gaza Strip but not at paving 
the way for eventual sovereign- 
ty- 

. Furthermore, Israel, which 
- will remain in charge of exter- 
naL security and border cros- 
sing points, thus controDmg 
any Palestinian authority's ac- 
cess to the outride world, will 
still .have, the ability and the 
power .to put .pressure on or 
pven strangle any attempt to 
ttfablish a state.. 

. -It is doubtless, according to 
nfonnatroQ available abbot 
previous PLO-Israeli secret 


contacts, that Mr. Arafat is 
also partly betting oh a positive 
response by the Israeli public 
opinion to calls for' co- 
existence after a Palestinian 
authority, regardless how li- 
mited, is established. 

Mr. Arafat seems to be con- 
fident that he will eventually 
gain tire support of the Palesti- 
nians and assert his authority 
through dominating the 
elected adnumstrative council 
and the Palestinian police 
force. 
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Palestinian , officials say that 
Mr. Arafat expects his Fateh 
group, which will be trans- 
formed from a liberation 
movement into a political par- 
ty, to get the biggest share in 
.foe elections. 

The officials anticipate the 
formation of a sizeable Palesti- 
nian police force, including un- 
its from the Palestine Libera- 


.tion Army stationed in Jordan 
and Egypt. “'Die Israelis will 
.allow Palestinians who carry 
Jordanian passports or Egyp- 
tian documents to be part of 
the police force,” said one 
PLO official. 

Critics of Mr. Arafat warn 
that such a scenario is unrealis- 
tic, and they charge that the 
Palestinian authority win end 
up doing the dirty work for the 
Israelis by quelling the opposi- 
tion and ensuring that Israeli 
targets are not attacked. 

* In statements he‘ gave in 
Cairo this past week, Mr. Ara- 
fat dismissed warnings against 
a possible civil war by saying: 
“This will not happen. The 
Palestinian police will take 
care of Palestinian security.” 

If anything, such statements 
have reinforced the arguments 
of the opponents of the 
Jericho-Gaza first accord that 
hr the absence of Palestinian 
conseruus the only way of 
maintaining stability will in- 
volve violent suppression of 
any dissent — a factor that will 


undermine stability and pro- 
vide the Israelis with a pretext 
to bloc Palestinian sovereignty. 

So far, Mr. Arafat has not 
even tried to attain minimum 
consensus apparently for fear 
that a national dialogue would 
restrict his margin of man- 
oeuvrability. . 

’ Although the PLO leader 
has always been known for bis 
single-handed style in running 
bis organisation he has never 
ignored the Palestinian groups 
and institutions to the extent of 
not even consulting with the 
Executive Committee about 
the accord, even after it was 
signed. 

He has obviously decided to 
take things into his own hands 
and not to allow anybody to 
stand in his way as he believes 
that an Israeli recognition of 
the PLO could pave the way 
for real opportunities and 
breakthroughs, some Palesti- 
nian sources say. 

Mr. Arafat’s adviser Bassam 
Abu Sharif s statement Tues- 
day that the PLO will dissolve 


' itself to form a provisional 
government, which seems to 
be true, might explain Mr. 
Arafat's disregard of PLO in- 
stitutions, although Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, another con- 
fidant of the PLO chairman, 
denied the statement yester- 
day. 

In fact several PLO -Execu- 
tive Committee members and 
other senior officials have been 
complaining over tire last few 
months that Mr. Arafat has 
started a de facto dismantling 
of PLO institutions by ignoring 
their role and the way he has 
been allegedly selective in sus- 
pending funds for certain de- 
partments. 

Many claim that tire Fateh 
movement, or at least those 
who support Mr. Arafat’s 
negotiating tractics, have not 
been affected by the cuts. 

Mr. Arafat’s tactics appear 
to bave succeeded m perplex- 
ing the opposition, whose lead- 
ers are worried about farther 
contributing to destruction of 
tire PLO if they call for his 


resignation or move to form an ! 
alternative organisation. 

Leader of the Popular Front 1 
for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP) George Habash has 
already charged that Mr. Ara- 
fat “no longer represents the 
Palestinian people.” 

But even though opposition 
is rapidly building up, its man- 
ifestations so far have been 
confined to statements, signed 
by many members of the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) 
merely urging Mr. Arafat to 
suspend peace talks with 
Israel. 

The magnitude of thei 
opposition has not deterred the 
PLO leader, who is deter- 
mined, it seems, to go all the 
way in the hope of achieving, 
something for tire Palestinians 
as soon as he can. 

What alarms his critics and 
even supporters though is that 
he seems to be putting alt of his 
eggs in one basket and is not 
leaving himself enough room 
to withdraw if his strategy does* 
not work. 
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comes to future 


■ By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Palestinians say withdrawal. 
Israelis say redeployment. 

Such word play, reflects the 
: doable vision tot two sides have 
of what autonomy — Palestinians 
say- transitional period — will 
bnng to the occupied West Bank, 
Gaza Strip and, depending on the 
icri{K, East Jertudlem. 

. Israel .views the proposed plan 
as an experiment that will test tbe 
■ ability m the Palestinians to rule 
themselves without posing a 
“security** threat to the Jewish 
state. 

. If- it. does not work oat, the 
army can roll back in and restore 
order. If it does, Israel still plans 
to .keep all of Jerusalem as its 
- “capital” . and maintain Jewish 
set tl emen ts and pdsably security 
ppsts in occupied areas. 

Ftfcstimans, jKftever,-see the- 
: plea to an imtial stage en route to - 
iqdependent statehood, or at 
leaist to a confederation with Jor- 
dan in wbiefa would have an equal 
say. ... .. 

Palestinians enriaon EastJern- . 
salem, which was seized by Israel 
in' the 1967 Mideast war, ulti- 
mately, becoming the Palestinian 
capital and Palestinian r efugee s 
. abroad being allotted to return. 
All Israeli soldiers and settlers 
Would eventually wi t hdraw . 

"The yawning gan in vision fuels 
the arguments over the more 
mtandane details irtvolved in im- 
ptementing the in te rim self-rule 
fun,- tinder winch fete Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho win get more of a taste of 
independence rimwttie rest of the 
occupied lands. 

One area of ongoing dispute/ 
for example, involves die 140 
settlements in which 120,000 
Israelis live among nearly two 
million Palestinians. . 

Both rides agree the Palesti- 
nian setf-goveming authority will 
not rule over settlements or then- 
residents in the ifherim period. 
But .die Palestinians want, assur- 
ances that mi new settlements will 
be btnK in occupied areas during 
that time. 

.Jerusalem, where 350,000 Jews 
and 150,000 Arabs five in distinct- 
ly separate areas, also remains a 
bubbling issue. 

Both sides agree that Palesti- 
nians from Jerusalem will be 
allowed to vote in elections for 
the self-rule council and be 


elected to posts in the auton- 
omous government. 

But Palestinians want Israel to 
stop building new bousing for 
Israelis in the war-won sector of 
die city: and to define what parti- 
cipation in elections will mean to 
Palestinian residents of Jeru- 
salem. 

- "This is the main defect of the 
agreement as far as we Palesti- 
nians are concerned,’* said Ghas- 
san Khatib, a . del egate to die 
peace negotiations who has 
boycotted recent rounds of peace 
talks in Washington. 

Jericho,, the proposed seat of 
die Palestinian proto-gover nm ent 
dial may be headed by Yasser 
Arafat, has also not been de- 
fined, at least in geographic 
t er ms. 

Jericho is a sleepy town with a 
population of about 15,000 but if 
three neighbouring refugee 
camps are included, die autoa- 
“omy plan could change that. 

The reason, says Dr. Khatib, Is 
that about 70,000 of the camps*, 
former residents live in Jordan 
and would seek to retumif the 
PLO leadership took' over. 

Palestinians also are seeking a 
corridor to connect dm Gaza 
Strip, located on the Mediterra- 
nean Sea bordering Egypt, with 
the West Bank, which is a land- 
locked area between Israel and 
Jordan. , 

-The proposed plan maintains 
Israeli control of the land and 
prov i des no land link between the 
two. Palestinians are . seeking 
Israeli assurances that residents 
and commerce can- travel unim- 
peded, without security checks. 

. . The powers of Palestinian 
police, the control of bridgeswith 
Jordan, die presence of interna- 
tional observers and other issues 
also need to be defined in detail. 

The two sides have at least 
until the end of the year to work 
out the details before imple- 
mentation begins. Proponents 
said none of dm disagreements 
are show stoppers. .... . 

"I see no item as haring' tins 
potential,” said Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yosri Beflm. “No one is* 
looking for artificial excuses.” 
Ahmad Tibi, an Israefi-Arab 
doctor who has helped arrange 
meetings between FLO officials 
and Israelis, agreed: "I do not 
think dm two leaderships which 
have made bold historic decisions 
will create obstacles over small 
details.** . 



PROTEST^: kitten ofthe Popular Front far the. against fee Pakstintaa autonomy 

Liberation of Palatine (PFLP) spray slogans on a. for tfm occupied territories, In a Neat 
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(AFP photo) 


ATLANTA (AP) — Prosecutors 
asked Tuesday to delay dm start 
of a trial next week for the former 
Atlanta branch manager of Italy’s 
Banca Nazionale eel Lavoro 
(BNL) on charges of illegally 
lending .$5.5 bilbo© to Iraq. 

Prosecutors, told U.S. District 
Judge G. Ernest Tidwell they 
need more time to interview 13 
key witnesses in Italy. 

• Christopher Drogoul is sche- 
duled . to no on trial Sept 8 
charged with defrauding BNL 
and misleading federal bank reg- 
ulators when be lent money that 
Iraq. used, to build up its war 
madmie before the'1990 invasion 
of Kuwait ’ • 

David T. Shellcdy, a U.S. Jus- 
tice Department lawyer, did not. 
ask for a specific new trial date, 
but said depositions cannot be 
faken in Italy until October be- 
cause Italian courts are not in 


Mr. Tidwell did not immediate- Iraq, 
ly rule on the request • “A di 

Prosecutors say tbe ltafiab wit? - rely od> 
nesses, mdadmg former lo^WlJfemed b 


subpoenaed Mr. Bush to testify. 

The witnesses sought by the 
prosecutors include former.BNL 
officials Giacomo Pedde, 
Teodoro Monaco, Angelo Florio, 
Nero Nea, Edmoodo Alvisr, Pier 
Domenico Gallo, Lock) Constan- 
ts, Gian Marie Sarto retti, Fran- 
co de . Rano/ Gerardo Ruggero 
arid Francesca Dignanfi. -■ 
Tim goyerament also plans to 
take depositions from Marco 
Lonazzi and Giovanni D*Eroole, 
officials of the Danielli Steel Co. 

Daring the past several days, 
Mr. Howell has -issued, ratings 
sharply limiting the scope of evi- 
dence allowed in the trial. 

lie said he will not allow Mr. 
Drogoul to use evidence about 
U.S. foreign policy. Mr. Drogoul 
has argued oat has actions were 
consistent with U.S. policy in the 
1980s to encourage trade with 
Iraq and that dm federal govern- 
ment was aware of his deals with 
Iraq. / 

"A defendant cannot simply 
rely ora dndbd-'' 


officials, are crucial to the case. 
. Mr. Drogoul contends he had 
approval from his superiours in 
Rome. 

• The case became public when 
federal agents raided BNL*s 
Atlanta office four years- ago. 

; Mr. Drogoul pleaded guilty last 
year to some of dm charges and 
his lawyers accused the. Bush 
administration of covering up 
gov ern ment complicity. The plea 
was withdrawn midway through a 
sentencing hearing. 

Mr. Drogoul’s lawyers have 


which he is submitting false and 
fraudulent s ta t e trients n aware of 
the feisty ...and therefore vriQ 
not be banned by the false state- 
ments,”. Mr. Tidwell wrote. 

Mr. Tidwell barred dm use of 
documents from dm Central In- 
teffigence Agency (CIA), Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
and the State Derailment sought 
by the defence. He also rejected a 
defence request for records of a 
consu lting firm ran by former 
Secretary of State Henry Kis- 
singer. 


Mr. Tidwell also said prosecu- 
tors cannot use as evidence 
numerous statements made by 
Mr. Drogoul during a period 
when he was cooperating with the 
government in dm hopes of nego- 
tiating a gmky plea. - 
However, Mr. Drogoul’s testi- 
mony from last year’s sentencing 
bearing can be used in the trial/ 
Mr. Tidwell said. 

Basineasraan ofl trial 

-In Augsburg, Germany, a 
Bavarian _ businessman whose 
company allegedly sold rocket 

before fee Guff wwfras sdmite3 
in court to delivering illegal tech- 
nology to Baghdad. 

. Walter Dittel of Rhem-Bayem- 
Fahrzeagbau told a state court 
that he had delivered sample 
electronic parts to Iraq, where be 
was shown what appeared to be 
harmless electric motor s . 

Mr . Dittel u ooe of three man- 
agers of the company accused of 

r vfn rrftoi fTm rwfe ft ^ - r -'» ‘ , , ,fnt, ■■ if 

ip o ii upg vonntii oxpon cvuikh 
.lasfe^b^sdting more- 4 than $18- 
mOlion in war material fo Iraq in 
199fc; ; - .. - - •• 

’The material they are alleged 
to have sold indudes, according 
to dm ifxfictment, puts for Sod 
rockets, wtrich Iraq fired bn Saudi 
Arabia and Israel during the 1991 
war. 

Until Mr. Dittel’s -partial 
admittal on Monday, the three 
manners had aS dammd that 
they did not violate export-con- 
trol laws. Their trial is exp ec te d 
to continue through mid-De- 
cember. 


Prosecutors seek delay in BNL trial 


ilk 

U.S. return 


CINCINNATI, Ohio (R) — A 
VS. appeals court, opened -the 
way on Tuesday for reused Nad 
guard John Demjanjuk.to return 
to fee United State later dm 
week if an Israeli co ur t sets mm 
free. . 

The court' hi • Qqdimati. ‘re- 
jected a plot from die UJS. Jus- 
tice.. Department for another 
bearingon dm reentry q uestion. 

.Three judges of fee appeals 
panel earner this sufiurier had 
onferedthat the 73kyear-old rate- 
time autow or k er tram suburban 
CSevdand.be allowed- .to ret ur n 
whflehb tewyers try to ha 
198$ extradition to Israel re- 
versed. 

The Justice 'Department then 
asked the entire 14 judges of the 
appeals court to hold a bearing 
aimed aL Orel turnin g the .earlier 
rating, raying dm Uloainian-bon) 
Deuqaajnk had tied about his 
war tune activities .when be emi- 
grated to. the United States. 

It was feat request that was 
rejected On Ttoeaday. ; 

The Justice Department is -firm 


rib 


4i 


T 


Cad. Stem said- no decision has 
been made on wfaat to do nea, 
adding that an appeal was it 
“totally open question.” ... 

The- Isrimfi supreme coat on 
Jniy 29 overturned Mr. Drimjan- 
juk’s 1988 conviction and death 
sentence for' bang' “Ivan the 
terrible,** who operated gas 
chambers it the Treofinka camp. 

But holocaust survivors and 
Nazi hunters said sufficient evi- 
dence had been produced during 
the course of Mr. Demjanjuk*s 
appeal to prove be was a guard in 
at tart one other camp and 
sbradd.be held for trial on those 
dirges. 

Israeli prosecutors hare told 
? feat count^aapremecouit they 

■ dbtnot wana.to try Mr* Jtaajan- 
jjuk- again. fOn Amg.. 2B Israel's 
.c# jodge^m off until at Inst 

■ Sept 2 a dearion^oo whether t - 

r el e ase Mr. Demjaniak or bold 
him for possible farther prosecu- 
tion. 

Jewish groups angry at ha 
posable re t ur n to fee United 
States have, promised to bold 
demonstrations, and aim ext nem- 
ist group has pledged to trade him 
down and km tom. 

IBs family has said be will most 
likely go into hating if be returns 
to bn adopted country. ' 


Sudanese civiliansseek battlefield martyrdom 


By AUted Taban 

Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Mohammad 
Ahmad Qmar, at first glance,* 
was just another battlefield star 

tlStlCf ' ' * m ’ . 

i ' His deaths on dm face of it, 
was just the. Latest in a bloody 
ttroggle between Sudan’s Isla- 
mic go ve nnoe n t and Christian 
and, anjxxxist rebels. 

I'. But Dr. Omar, a former 
industry- minister, was not a 
regular soldier — he was one. 
of a growing number of civi- 
lians .seeking martyrdom on 
die battlefields df fee south. 

Diplomats say military lead- 
•jer Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan A1 Bashir and his gov- 
ernment have gone out of their 
way to -make martyrdom 
appear attractive. 

“On the -televirion, radio 
and press, tbe.people are being 
told that dying for your faith is 
one of the best things that can 
ever happen to you, one said. 

_ Gen- Bashir’s government, 
like Islamic Iran on which it 
models .itself, pays lavish tri- 


bute to hs martyrs — naming 
training camps' or even streets 
after man. More importantly, 
it takes special care of their 
families. 

“Many faithful Muslims 
drink fighting in the south is a 
jihad (poly war),” one diplo- 
mat said; : 

Sudan’s aril war broke out 
in 1983 when the Sudan Peo- 
ple’s liberation Army (SPLA) 
rebelled against what it saw as 
domination of the mainly 
Christian arid animist south by 
the mostly Arab, Muslim, 
north. 

Former array Colonel John 
Garang, a southerner, de- 
serted from the army and set 
up the SPLA when the then 
government asked him to crush 
a mutiny by troops in his home 
town of Bor. 

. The conflict was not without 
precedent. African south- 
erners waged a secessionist 
bush war that claimed a million 
lives before a 1972 agreement 
granted the south autonomy. 

In 1989, Gen. Bashir, who 
toppled a dvffian administra- 
tion that year, formed a peo-. 


pie’s mifitia, fee Popular De- 
fence Force, to help fight fee 
rebels in the south. 

Students, Civil servants, re- 
tired soldiers and other dri- 
ll ans receive two or thrpe 
months training. Many then go to 
to the south to fight. Many do. 
not return. • 

The size of fee Popular De- 
fence Forces remains unknown 
but last month, 18,000 gradu- 
ated in a ceremony in Khar- 
toum. 

Gen. Bashir attended fee 
ceremony and said the training 
of people would continue until* 
all those able to tarry arms 
were trained. ; 

Deputy head of state Major 
Genoa] A1 Zubeir Moham- 
mad Salih said last year feat 
’more, than 100 students had 
been killed in the south. 

Professionals such as en- 
gineers and pharmacists and 
even members of Sudan’s 330- 

. member u ne lected parliament 

— the Transitional National 
Assembly — have died in ac- 
tion there. 

But Dr. Omar, killed on 
Apg. 21. was chairman of the 


government-owned Gum Ara- 
bic Company at fee time of bis 
death. As such, be was the 
highest govern m ent official to 
die in fee fighting since the 
SPLA launched hs revolt. 

Civilians do not have to fight 
in fee south but reports from 
fee battlefront say the Popular 
Defence Forces fight more 
bravely than the sokfiers they 
are sent to help. 

In that, their .exploits recall 
those of Iran’s Basij Mostaza- 
fan (mobilisation of the' 
oppressed) during its 1980- 
1988 war wife Iraq. Like the’' 
Basij, they seem to take un- 
necessary risks, resulting in a 
very high death toll. 

Last year, the sister of a 
- second-year student of educa- 
tion at fee University of Khar- 
toum, Sudan’s oldest institu- 
tion of higher learning gave an 
insight into fee thinking of a 
martyr. 

Sim told state television her 
brother, Abu Dijana AS, had 
always wanted to be a martyr 
but bad survived an initial tour 
of duty in southern Sudan. 

His dream was to go to 


Afghanistan to fight alongside 
fee Mujahedeen there, she 
said, but when a chance came 
to go back tor the south, he 
leapt at it. He did not return. 

Diplomats say attempts by 
Western countries, particularly 
fee United States, to isolate 
Sudan is helping to create civi- 
lian martyis in Sudan. - 

‘’Many devout Sudanese 
Muslims are now looking more 
and more towards thentrelves 
to defend their land and reli- 
gion which they see as under 
threat from the West and its 
stooges — - the SPLA,” one 
said. M As a result, individuals 
would like to go and contribute 
on the war front even if they 
have little military tradmng and 
virtually no material rewards 
to obtain from it.” • 

Washington added Sudan to 
its list of countries that sponsor 
“terrorism” on Aug. -18. 

The government may offer 
fee martyrs little in die way of 
financial inducement, but, 
through a group called the 
Martyrs Oqpnisatkm, it takes 
care of their families. 

The organisation has shares 


in public companies such as the 
Nasr Pubtic ness and Publica- 
tion Qxnpany, publisher of the 
Nasr newsp aper , the former 
armed forces paper Al Gttwat 
A 1 MusaUahab. 

Itjtereives aM government 
shares in non-profit making 
corporations due for privatisa- 
tion and/publisbesitsown 
weekly newpaper called Al 
Shahid (the martyr). 

Cbfldreri of martyrs pay no 
school fees and fee pubtic is 
o c casionally asked to make 
donations to the organisation. 

The government honours 
those killed on the battlefield 
as heroes. Some have Popular 
Defence Force training camps 
named after them, others 
sfreet names. 

The University of Khartoum 
is organising a festival of 
speeches and songs of a mar- 
tyred medical student. 

But a bigger celebration 
awaits Dr. Omar, Shortly after 
his death , Gen. Bashir de- 
scribed him as an ideal sokfier 
who sought M art yrdom which 
was bestowed upon Um by 
God. 


Experts Inspect suspect cargo on CMnme *Mp _ 

MANAMA (R) — Experts have yet to complete nnpcction of ■ 
Chinese ship suspected by the. United Slates of carrying banned 
cfrcmical weapon materials, for Iran, Gutf-bascd to p toma ts said 
Wednesday. Saudi and Chinese experts began inspecting the Yafeie 
on Sat urday tw o days after it docked at the Gatf port or Dammam. 
One dipkxnat sod fee inspection could last a week or more 
depending on bow many containm will be inspected. Saadi Arabia 
agreed to receive the snip, owned by Peking-based China Ocean 
Stopping Group company, -to resolve. an impasse over- its cargo 
between Peking and Washington. The Yinbc was origmafly headed 
for Dubai, which handless cargoes earmarked for reexport to Iran, 
but the United Arab Emirates refused to let the ship cater its ports. 
The Yinbe’s c aptain , Zhang Rode, said on Thursday 24 of fee 628 
containers, earned by fee shq> were to be manhipped to Iran from 
ppbai- . v . 

U.S, urge* Thailand to recaU wbrlwvv form Lftyi 

BANGKOK (AFP) — The United States has urted Thailand to 
bring home lhai.crtizens working m chemical and.imdear farititics 
in Libya, an official said Wednesday. A sen i or U.S. diplomat met 
Interior Minister. Chaowalit Yongjchaiyiirib and labciw: officials 
earlier this week to convey . the message, the offidal added. There 
are .some 25,000 Thais working in Libya, rriariy 'M .dteEn hqt 
r egistered wife the labour d epartmen t here/ an official said. 'About, 
‘200^ Thns are estimated to be. working in nuclear weapon fedBties 
in Libya, press reports ^ said Wednoday. 

Confession sms smuggler from Surgery 

DUBAI OR)— -The surgeons were gettingready for an em e r g en cy 
operation. Then fee patient confe sse d. The lump c a us i n g' three 
days of intense pain in hi* stomach/ he a dmitt ed, was'S2bjOOO in 
roUed-up 100 notes which he had swallowed to smuggfefram Indra. 
The smuggler, an uanamed.Indian buanessanm, baa used tiie trick 
before but hot with so much money, accordum to the GuIf News 
uAkfa reported die inddeat on Wednesday. Docton'gafce tin 
laxative. 

QuH Arabs hold 12-day naval »xerd»M 

DUBAI (R) — Gulf Arab states hddl2.daysof naval cxerdses in 
the regron, their first since ban’s deplo y ment of two Rasaaa 
submannes hi the area. The Saudi Perns Agency (SPA) said the 
kingdom hosted naval vemds from tiie six-couatiy Gtdf Coopers 
tion Coundi fGCC) winch conducted nianoeuvics jnSMs fee Gulf 
waterway .and in the Arabian Sea. The ageriqr did wot say how 
mam Guff Arab warsluns took part in ’’solidarity 3” which ended 
on Aug. 26 but said mr foice planes had also joined in/. .. 

Military hunts arms caches In Djibouti 

DJIBOUTI (AFP) — TbeDjfeouti annyisonaswecptliroi^itlie 
Mabla mountains m the north-east in a bunt for we a pons 
abandoned by guertflUs of the Front for Restoration of Uidty and 
Democracy (FRUD), military headquarter* discl ose d : here 
Wednesday. The operation b mo on Sunday and would last a 
farther two days. Chief of fee General-Staff Colonel Alfai Ahmad 
■ Huswan said in a co mnnn i q ne. A joint anny and police o p era tion 
I in July chased the FRUD out of northern towns and viMagu it had 
| beld siiice handling an uprisii^ against the p va n smt fate in; 


199L Many FRUD members took refuge hi nei ghb ou ri n g Btoa. 
The from draws its support from the Afaor etfowgro^chCtbe Horn 
of Africa territory. A statement issite(|byJlie movement h Puis a 
moufe ago saad its fitting fwcra w eic TO icl apd fem it had tanfed 
out attacks agamnt' gove rnment troops since the Jaly r aiap ai g n ^ 

Kuwaiti border post fired at from Iraq 

KUWATT (R) — Unidentified gunmen fired AK-47 assmdt rifle 
stmts at a Kuwaiti notice post near the Iraqi bordereau interior 
mhnstfy official said on Wednesday. ^No Monday (evening) eight 
fools from an AK-47 were fired at ^1 Abdati)Tanches border post 
from a passenger car,” the official told Reuters by te lephone. Ho. 
one was injured tad Kuwait reported the incident to the United 
Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observers -Mission (UNKOM) which was 
deployed in fee area after a U^.-led military alliance forced Iraqi 
tipops out of Kuwait in 1991. Sinnliar incidents have been reported 
in the part. The official said Monday’s shooting at Al Abd&b, 120 
kilometres north of Kuwait City, ‘’targeted fee. antenna of the 
wireless radio of the port and no one was injured. Kuwait recently 
work on a trench and a rampart along its 207 kilometres frontier 
with Iraq to deter infi l t rato r s. 

Tehran moneychangers robbed In daylight 

NICOSIA (R) — Anned robbcn posing as polioe looking for fake 
dollars made off wife h un dreds of t hous an ds of doflats* worth of 
cash from money exchange shops in central Tehran bn .1 Wednesday, 
■top ownca fed. They said op to right shops 'm a raw on Fndowsi StRd,.eae of 
the Iranian capital’s busiest, were robbed m. the daring mid- 
monring best The gang leader, in ctvi&m clothes but iden ti fying 


himself as a potice captain, sent out foe customers from each iaap 
faying be was looking for fake nxmey on interior Ministry orders. 
One of the victims, who asked not to be named, told Reuters that 
potice caught several of the robbers but only after their leaden 
fesappeared with fee cash. An interior ministry offipal in Tehran 
said the matter was bemg-invertkated and hecoafaf give nodetafis. 
The nfebery could become the fort Mg headache for new Interior 
MSnirter Ali Mohammad Bcsharati who vowed after taking office 
last month to step im law enforcement. The robbnd deaiersmd the 
“aqxam” went to ha shop with twognartk and handed hiaiseveral 
forms to fill out. He disconnected the phone and ret u rned later to 
collect the money and the forms. ” ” 

Israeli helicopter rockets South Lebanon 

SIDON (AFP) — An Israeli helicopter raided a pro-Iranian 
guerrilla stronghold in South Lebanon Wednesday , shortly after ah 
attack on land's proxy mffitia, notice said. The hdioopter 1 fired 
two rodeets at a target in fee Jebal Safi area, a - stronghold of 
HizboBab guerrillas east of the port dty of Sidon, but there were no 
casualties, the. police said: Guerrillas earlier fired anti-tank rockets 
and automatic weapons at a position in Sqjod held by the South 
Lebanon Army mihtia inside- IsraeFs self-declared “security zone” 
in South Lebanon. There were no • 
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Arab-European dialogue addresses * 
different perspectives of immigration 


By St’edft KBau 

Spec ial to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Common under-' 
standing-over Arab- and Muslim 
immigration to Europe was diffi- 
cult to achieve at the FifthArab- 
European Dialogue meeting: 
from' an Arab perspective, the 
immigrants’ situation is tragic; to 
die Europeans it is threatening. 

In his opening speech to the 
meeting Wednesday, Prime 
Minister Abdul Saiam /j Majali 
said in his opening speech: 
Ostensibly in an effort to lessen 
“so-called illegal inraiigration; 
some European ebuntnes re- 
sorted to adopting policies, tak- 
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ParaPwr thr Perfbrmfog Arts hi Virginia • v- - > 

Young ‘ambassadors’ head for opening 
rSMgm'of international festival 


.. *C:v . ■ : -*• • 

AMMAN ‘flJA. Following 
fora*"days ; at full bbnse beifort# 1 
anew- to -Amman of No or Al ' - 
Hussbin Foundation’s (NHF) 
musibM chordo presentation 
“Orescent Night” the 23 young 
Jordanian . jxgfo rn i cr s departed - 
Tbesdajrror'ihe Ufeated Stales to 
represent Jordan in the 23rd Ip- 
ternatibaal Children’s Festival 
(ICF> at Wolf Trap Farm Park for 
the Performing Arts from*SepL *.* 
4-6;tn^VirgjroL * - * 

Pereohally supported by Her " 
MajestyQueCn Noor who ts the '* 
HotforMyTnterTiatioaal Dignitary 4 
of this 23rd annual '-festival, ' 

rent asp^^tf tracfitilmai and 
modern. Jordan through a splen- ' 
did’ blend of debkefc dance, 
ibyffrnr,' melody turf- song. 


It - highlights Jordan's colorful 
seasons; the Jordanian pe^le's 
attachment to the land, tb warm 
family relations and to the spirit 
of tolerance and cooperation. 

Through dance and poetry 
“jCrescent Night” .also- brings to 
the stage the advene effects of 
war and famine on the world’s 
children- and accentuates Jordan’s 
aspiration for peaceful co- 
existence in. a Irannomousworld. 

In her message, to the ICF 
participants. Queen Noor com- 
mended the festival’s' “inspiring- 
commitment to encourage enjoy- 
able cultural interaction among 
people from . different coun- 
tries... allowing participants from 
varied .cultural traditions to dis- 
cover and learn together and to 


share with one another in a spirit 
of celebration and pride in our 
.one human family. 


The Queen added that - “this 
same spirit is an established way 
of life fbr ns in Jordan, and is 
deeply ingrained in both our 
national heritage and our con- 
temporary development aspira- 
tions.” . 

^The IGF has been held in 

high attendance and nn^rover. 
age. 

. It strives to promote peace and 
fellowship among children and 
families of different nations as 
children ,and adult perfor m ers 
share .their cultural traditions 
through the universal language of 
the arts. 

Thu year’s theme focuses on 





SPECIAL -ROYAL GUARDS: Hk Majesty King 
Hhascrh-.- 'Wednesday- -attends training exercises 
performed g rants of the Sped al -Royal Guards. 
Aqoumpanied tqkfbe chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Lt. GeriL Abdul Hafez Mhai Al Kaabneb 
anAscrriorrarayrofficers, the King watched nulit- 
atyexerdses indndmg target shooting. Later, King 

security officers. specialising in bc^^^wd°and 
personal security. They had training in martial aits 


including judo and tae kwan do: At the end of the 
ceremony the King distrib u ted awards to those 
excelling in their performance. Among those 
attending were Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Abdullah Faisal and- Prince Hamzah, the Chief of 
the Royal 'Court, Khaled Al Karaki, the King’s 
Military Secretary HRH Prince Talal Ben Moham- 
mad, HRH Prince Ghazi Ben Mohammad, Prince 
Ah Ben Nayef and other officials, and high ranking 
army officers 


anfcr hm Mr.^ Harris and Ms team artier fisaaed CARPi 
nra-dB® g. fc p**to» witeMbtisteraf Social Devdopoieiit Mokam- 
i a regiouBl mad Sqour (Retra photo) 


the Middle East and Africa 
featuring traditional dance, 
theatre, puppetry, music and 
crafts. 

“Crescent Night” which is 
choreographed by Rama Kamha- 
wi, designed and directed by Una 
• Alibi and carried throughout by 
toe live music of NHFs rational 
Music Cons ervato ry, will also be 
perfonned at different Virginia 
Fairfax County schools fbr three 
-days from Sept 6-9. * 

It is the fifth theatre production 
of NHF*s Theatre-in-Ediication 
Programme which was launched* 1 
in 1987 to enhance the develop- 
ment of the educational process 
in Jorda n through the creative 
medium of drama; and, to prom- 
"Ote dramatic arts. 


after Europe dosed its borders in 
the southern coast of the 
Mediterranean where clandestine 
immigration eme rg es as a tragic 
and inhuman situation.” 

Belgium Senator Roger Hen- 
nense explained in his lecture in 
the first session that the Euro- 
pean Community (EC) has major 
concerns reg ardin g immigration, 
particularly the present problems 
of rising unemployment, com- 
petition from eastern immigrants, - 
feelings of insecurity, fear of 
Mnslim fundamentalism and 


Prime Minister Abdul Satam Al Majali, Banked by 
Arab Thought Forum General Seae toi y AH Urn 
Lefl (left) and Khalr Eddfai Haseeb, director of the 


lar with their European hosts,* 9 
be said, pointing out that the EC 
has over 17 minion. He added 
that this figure could rise to 20 
million in the coming year. 

In what lie saw as immigrants 


members and other cases of fore- 
ign nationals who stayed in 
Europe for more than 10 yean 
were denied the right to vote. Dr. 
Al Baz criticised racial discri- 
mination which “is daily fed in 


Centre for the Arab Unity Studies- in Beirut*' 
Wednesday addresses toe Fifth Arab European* 
Dialogue (Petra photo) t 


In what he saw as immigrants ruination which “is daily fed in 
doubly affected by unemploy- speeches by political and for rep- 
meat, Ali Al Baz, director erf the resen tatives of certain states.” 


intention of returning bome,”'Jifc? 
said. un 

“They tend gradually to to^f 
contact with their country of ori- 
gin, which also means a graddhF 


Mr. Henneuse -said that more 
immigration is undesirable in toe 
toast term since it produces a 


Moroccan Democratic Immigrant 
Societies in Europe, said immig- 
rants nsed to dccupy non- 
qualified positions and toe num- 
ber who are unemployed (18 per 
cent) is double that of nationals 


(10 per cent). 
*T1 should b 


should be noted that in the 


“Although it is not true in 
every case, it would seem that 
there is a general tendency for 
two things to happen when Arab 
immigrants have problems. 
Younger ones, who find them- 
selves unemployed, may get in- 
volved in crime, while the older 
generation is inclined towards 
fundamentalism. Both develop- 
ments make immigrants unpopo- 


rants in schools, hospitals, and 
semi-public posts,” Dr. El Baz 
said. . 

“This discrimination against 
foreigners aims at keeping them 
in this precarious, unprotected 
statin,” be maintained. 

Citing various examples of 
nortfoAfrican nationals who were 
refused visas to some European 
countries to reunite with family 


“Racial discrimination is re- 
flected at tire ballot boxes in 
favour erf the extreme right par- 
ties, by the collective vfojeace in 
Germany and Italy or by police 
practices in France,” he said. 

Referring to statistics, Mr. 
Henneuse said that in an annual 


Europeans interviewed believe 
that there are too many non- 
community foreigners in their 
country at present 
In addition, Mr. Henneuse in- 
dicated that the immigrant’s pro- 
file has rtmngftH “From 1960 to 
1970 most of the fa n migran t* were 
men, and they (Ed not try to 
settle: nowadays, whole families 
move, and they come without die 


decline in transfers of funds back* 
borne," he said. ■?. 

• In what he saw as potent} zffi 
sedation for prosperity in Europe ' 
and the Arab World, Dr. MajrfP 
maintained in his speech earlSs* 
that Europe’s stability is directfy* 
related to the stability and prog- 
ress of the Arab countries whfche 
^requires cooperation, exchange 
fog interests and transfer of ex/c 


lucsuuD region is capaoie -r?s 
with available resources . — 
take fo labour forces, and achieve* 
security that would consequently 
prevent the rise of fundamental-^ 
ism which, on its turn, is thr_ 
result of poverty, unemploymerd , 
and fostabilily,” he stressed. 
that time, “Arab countries will beQ 
ready to deal with Europe on tfe. 
basis of enlightened mutual m-v 
terests” 


U.S. grants Jordan $30m 


! m rani W iv'nFnt^ -iWf Jn nv*iinn 
(AMMAN (J.T.) — Two agrees 
- merits, totalling-, a . grant of ^$30 
nnlKon in economic assistance to 
Jordan were signed Wednescfay 
by Minister of Phumfog 7iaH 
Fariz and UJS. Charge D* Af- 
faires, a.i. Douglas Keene. 

• The funds, which were made 
available following Hk Majesty 
King HussefoVreceut visit to the 
United States, will be provided to 


to^^gaxpitimcirfvjif^-jQirian as 
grants to assist the Kingdom fo 
nnprovmg its balance of pay- 
ments. ■ 

The $30 million grant will be 
released in three tranches over a 
period of 18 months and will be- 
nsed in support of the govern- 
ment's efforts to reform current 
policies, regulations and adminis- 
trative procedures. 


-MtortXtolhau! it's 

.MO MM *•* wiw'W 

hTbese ^reforms are aimed at 
wsdneing key constraints to ex-' 
ponding Jordanian exports and 
increasing export-oriented invest- 
ments. 

Such poUdes will include en- 
oonragement of investment, busi- 
ness licensing, temporary entry 
and drawback systems, as well as 
import and export licences. 


JBASP loses case, ; 
fields candidates I 

rrt««v^ ir.;n L !r s ,. . ,. r 

Shakin ■ political, .-p^rty last JdntH« 


Jordan, Syria to prepare 
for economic panel meeting 



AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
despatch a team of officials and 
specialists to Damascus later this 
month to prepare for the Syriau- 
Jordanian Joint Economic Com- 
mittee meeting to be held later in 
. A mman to discuss joint projects, 
according to Industry and Trade 
Mmister Bassam Al Saket. 

Speaking upon returning from 
the Syrian capital Wednesday, 
the minister said the talks be held 
with Syrian gover nm ent officials 
revealed the need to prepare for 
tbe economic committee meeting 
to be held at the ministerial level 
in order to discuss various issues 
of concern to the two countries. 


During his four-day visit to 
Syria, Dr. Saket met with Prime 
Minister Mahmoud Al Zoubi and 
Minister of Economy and Exter- 
. nal Trade Mohammad inrafi to 
review economic and trade ties 
between the two countries. 

Dr. Imadi and Dr. Saket co- 
chaired the general assembly 
meeting of the Jordan-Syria In- 
dustry Company and reviewed its 
work and that of the white ce-' 
meat plant located in Jordan and 
the carpet plant located in Syria, 
both, establishments of the joint 
industry co mpany . 

The two ministers underlined 
the need to promote the quality 


of the products and increase pro- 
duction to meet the requirements 
and tastes of the consumers and 
the local markets fo Jordan and 
Syria as well as neighbouring 
Arab states. 

During his stay in Damascus, 
Dr. Saket opened the Jordanian 
wing at toe Damascus Interna- 
tional Fair, which displays a wide 
range of Jordanian products. 

MnStafa Khreisat, the wing 
(Erector, . said that Syrian and 
other bosinesspersons who visited 
the wing conducted deals to buy 
Jordanian goods worth JD 50.000 
fo the first two days of the fair. 


v Shah in 

Jordan Time&Stafk Ropbrter 

AMMAN' — The Jordanian 
Baato Arab Socialist Party 
(JBASP) lost a court case 
against the Ministry of Interior 
and a rival* political party, the 
Progressive Arab Baato Party. 
(PABP) this week after an . 
attempt to change tfae*PABPV 

nflnu- 

Ahmad Najdawi, secretary 
general of the JBASP took the 
Interior Ministry to court last 
sprfop after it licensed toe 

' Charging that the similarity 
in names of the two parties 
would confuse people and 
damage the party’s ability to be 
politically active, Mr. Najdawi 
took the PABP and the mfoisr 
try to court and appealed fbr a 
change to the party’s name. 

Monday the Higher Court of 
Justice turned down Mr. Na- 
■jdawTs appeal. 

A lawyer himself, Mr. Na- 
jdawi said the court had ruled 
and he would not re-appeal. 
“The court has decided and 
that is toe end of thaL” Mr. 
Najdawi told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. NajdawFs JBASP party 
had organisational links with’ 
the Baath party in Baghdad 
before It made it split and 
became an independent Jorda- 


Claims that thp party still has- 
organisational links to Bagh- 
dad bave bcen vehemently ae£ 
nied by party members and no. 
proof to such links, - which' 
could strip the party of it's, 
credibility and legal status, has. 
been brought forward. - 

The PABP, a Baath party* 
with previous finks to- the. ; ; 
Baath party fo Damascus’ be- » 
fore it became independent- ; 
and legalised last April, is one 
of the few parties which wflf 
field no candidates in the Nov. 

-8 parliamentary elections.' 

“We will not field any candi- 
dates tins ejection,” Fuad Dab- 
boar told the Jordan Times in a 
recent interview. 

The JBASP announced that 
it wifi field candidates in 8v 
electoral cfistricts. 

“Thus far we have three,' 
candidates whose names we - 
are willing to announce,” said* 
the JBASP secretary general,, 
naming Khalil Haddadin as the 
party’s candidate in the third!: 
district of Amman, Fayez Jam-“ 
d Al Houranj as it’s candidate" 
fo Madaba and Ayed Al Amer- 
ieh as its candidate hi Tafileb .V 
Mr. Najdawi said the party, 
would also field as of yet un-i: 
announced candidates inV 
Karak, Irbid, Sait, Mafraq and** 
the Jordan Valley. 


Road safety drive starts WHAT’S i u i , 

J ennie KJ promises to solve 


By Rana Hasseinl 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 
AMMAN -7- Starting on Sept 
4, toe Traffic Department will 
begin what it terms as a serious’ 
campaign targeting more than 
300,000 motor vehicles in the 
Kingdom in an effort to prom- 
ote traffic safety. 

Traffic officials will check 
whether back and front lights' 
^are functioning; whether 
motorists are wearing seat 
belts and whether fuel emis- 
sions from, vehicles are causing 
pollution. 

Tins inspection drive aims to 
reduce tbe number of acci- 
dents, insure a pollution-free 
environment and increase driv- 
er awareness of traffic safety 
regulations. 

According to a recent study 
by the department, conducted 
Airing the first five months of 
this year, the number of t raffic 
accidents totalled 9,397, result- 
ing in 170 deaths and 4,277 
injuries. 

Annually, about 400 people 
are killed fo road accidents. 

“Recently, we have noticed 
that drivers do not follow traf- 
fic regulations as they should, 
and this negligence results in 
the fatal accidents we see car 
bear about every day,” sard 


Moayed M. Mnbaslat, assis- 
tant to the (Erector of the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) for Traffic Affairs. 

‘ Those motorists found not 

wearing seat belts will be fined. 

Fnrthermore', drivers of 
vehicles with non-functioning 
lights or winch emit polluting 
fames will have their car li- 
cences seized. 

Although die campaign fo_ 
coses on particular violations, 
Mr. Mnbaslat stressed that 
officials wifi continue to look 
for other violations as well. 

The PSD official said he 
hoped that the last two weeks 
of advertising for this cam- 
paign has reached all drivers 
and that they have taken the 
necesssaxy steps to maintain 
their vehicles. 

“I hope we don’t have to 
issue tickets or seize car li- 
cences, and that' drivers have 
had their car problems re- 
paired.” 

He was also qtnek to empha- 
sise that tiie main purpose of 
.tins campaign is traffic educa- 
tion — and not the collection 
of fines from the drivers. 

- “Our concern is for the 
education and safety of driv- 
ers, mrf materialistic tike most 
people think,” he said. 


flight delays 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ), the national carrier. 


tV Art exhibition l y Iraqi artist 
Shaker Al Shadi at Alia Art 
Gaiety. 

* ExbiMtioa of patatfogsby 25 
Jordanian artists at the How 
lag Bank Complex wfcaiMna 




6 Exhibition of printing by 
Jordanian artist Bhhnni Naj- 
jar at Eshbelia Art GaHery, 
Amra Shopping Centre. 

•it New art gallery, “Darat Al 
Fraran,” of toe Abdiri Mqjeed 
Shoman Foundation. Prog- 
ramme tnctodes the perma- 
nent exhibition and the 
“Chair" exhibition in Jabal 
Unrefodeh. 

* K u himic by Syrian artist 
DfodUrlsmaHl at Batadna Art 
GaBcry. 

SHOWS 

ft “The Eternal Torch," a vari- 
ety of Circassian Aimw per- 
formances by AJ-Jed AJ- 
Jadeed Chib at the dub’s 
premises fo the Seventh Cir- 
cle. 


was faring a problem of flight when the aircraft was groun'dedf ! 
delays, but promised that it with a technical problem. Wheir! 
J rou,d be solved by mid- the second aircraft reached Paris; - 

^ ^ m it was also faced with a technical 

According to Munib Touqan, malfunction, 
assistant vice-president (public “So we had to repair two air- 
reiations) of the airline, the de- craft and the passengers were 
toys were the direct result of extra accommodated in the airport 
fhghts during toe fo'gh season, hotel for the night,” Mr. ToudarC 
We are currently having a said. 
hjgli nti lisaion percentage of onr “Safety is our number one! 
mrcrart (all 17 of them), and priority, with crew rest and if^ 
because we don’t have any back- flight regulations being strict# 
up amaraft, technical problems met,” he stressed. , i 

are bound to occur and so the Another problem cited by RB 
delays, h.esaid. * passengers is over-booking 

complaints of flight delays which can reach as high as w 
were not limited to certain routes passengers. ^ ^ I 

which are usually over-loaded in Travel agents say that over the 1 
tte Stt^erHkc toe Gulf cotm- years, mwtiOws by passengers, 
tnes . < y the Un, ted States, when had reached such a high level thaLj 
expatriates vacationing in Jordan almost all airlines overbook their- 
travel bade to their countries of flights, giving confirmed seats fo’ 
readenoe for work m study, hot passengers on a first-come-firstf!' 
included almost all RJ flights, served basis. ‘ t 

Delays averaged between two “No airline wonld actually 
to 12 hours with some lucky admit on the record fhat they 
befog informed be- resort to overbooking to ensur^ 


- 1 — J — OJ6 IIUL cuunv,, | 

and toe less fortunate ones were said a travel agent, preferring; 
stranded at airports for several anonymity. --J 


hours. 

Last week, the Paris- Amm^n 
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Accord in proper light 


PROPER AND just judgement on the draft declara- 
tion of principles on the Palestinian interim seif- 
government struck between Israel and the PLO in 
Norway had to await the disclosure of die foil official 
text. Unfortunately, many parties on both sides of the 
fence had jumped into hasty conclusions prior to 
having an opportunity to examine the wording of the 
tifcfo agreement. Hie Palestinian side, for example, 
was bitterly and acrimoniously divided on whether to 
indorse or to reject it. The rejectfonists among the 
Palestinians have called for a fight against the agree- 
ment by all available means. On the Israeli side as well 
there were equally strong voices demanding the 
outright condemnation of the deal and its unequivocal 
rejection. In effect there was a meeting of the minds 
between extremists In both camps who saw in the 
declaration of principles a big threat to their interests 
and ideals. 

Arab and Israeli moderates might see the accord in 
different light: It is an integral part of the peace 
process, and, as such, the negotiations on toe perma- 
nent status should lead to the implementation of 
Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. If it is indeed 
this, achieving it would have been no small feat. It is 
also made dear in Article IV of the declaration that the 
“West Bank and Gaza Strip area is a single territorial 
unit whose integrity will be preserved during toe 
interim period.'* This articulation repudiates the 
allegation that the Gaza and Jericho first option is the 
first and last formula for solving the Palestinian 


problem. 

'As for the fatore pf Jerusqlpm and Israeli settle-. 
4nents r -the principal booes of fflute n tiw betweenthe 
Palestinians and the Israelis, paragraph 3 of Article V 
of the declaration should reduce Arab anxieties since it 
stipulates that these thorny subjects as weB as others, 
such as toe Palestinian refugees issue, “shall” be the 
subject of negotiations not later than the be ginning of 
the third year of toe interim period. This is in stark 
contrast with the submission of some Arab rejection- 
ists who maintain that the Occupied Palestinian terri- 
tories have been savagely and irrevocably torn apart 
and that toe issue of Jerusalem and Israeli settlements 
have been shelved for all times. 

Again, there is no telling whether such an assurance 
as embodied in the declaration wHTbe honoured by 
Israel in the end. This is where the supporters of the 
accord are obviously taking a big risk. But, to 
paraphrase a comment by an Imminent Palestinian, 
yesterday a risk for peace needs to be taken anyway, 
provided the link between the interim solution and toe 
final status is iron-clad guaranteed. 

Equally troubling from the Arab point of view is the 
authority of the projected council which is supposed to 
be democratically elected under international supervi- 
sion not later than nine months after toe entry into 
force of the declaration. Even though toe council will 
have both executive and legislative powers, toe scope 
of its jurisdiction is made expressly limited to certain 
categories of authority that will not touch the territo- 
rial issue. This is perhaps the biggest drawback in the 
.whole deal since it gives toe impression that toe 
envisaged Palestinian authority will exercise power 
over the people bat not over the territory. 

On balance, though the accord offers a new historic 
chance for peace provided the Rabin government is 
sincere about its protestations in favour of peace with 
the Palestinian side. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s visit to Damascus came in the 
midst of fast moving political development that will bpve their 
deep effect on the Middle East region for generations, said Al 
Dustour Arabic daily Wednesday. The visit and the King’s talks 
with President Hafez Assad reaffirm the two countries 1 deter- 
mination to safeguard the united Arab stand and maintain 
coordination and cooperation among the Arab states, especially 
those involved in the Middle East peace process, said the paper. It 
was the cohesion among the Arab negotiators and the continued 
coordination among the Arab governments involved in the talks 
that so far ensured a solid Arab stand backing the nation's 
demands for the establishment of justice and an mid to occupa- 
tion. said the paper. The more Israel shows determination to 
breach the Arab ranks, the more is the determination of the Arab 
parties to consolidate their coordination and their united ranks, 
added the paper. Indeed, said die paper, the Arab parties are in 
need of closer coordination at the start of the 11th round of peace 
talks in Washington and at a time when the negotiations have 
reached a crucial stage. Jordan and Syria, concluded the paper, 
have a major role to play in the negotiations as the two countries 
continue to confront together the challenge posed by the Israeli 
occupation and as they strive together to safeguard national 
interests. 


ANY ARAB and any Palestinian has the right to express his 
views as to the controversial “Gaza-Jericho first" option because 
this is a matter of destiny, said Saleh Al Qallab, a columnist in Al 
Dustour. However heated are the debates, the opposing sides 
should always resort to reason and prevent any real dash, said the 
writer. On the whole, the opposition should by no means try to 
impose its views on the people or on the other side by force, nor 
should the controversy lead the Palestinians inside the occupied 
Arab lands to conflict, said the writer. Not only inside the 
occupied lands but also in Jordan and other Arab countries where 
Palestinians are, one can see that the debate is heating up and the 
controversy is assuming for reaching dimensions, said the writer. 


Two more keys to AIPAC’s success — power, str 


By. Dr. James Zogby 


Following is the second of a series 
of four articles contributed by the 
writer, who is president of the 
Arab American Institute in 
Washington, to the Jordan 
Tones. The article examines how 
AJPAC has created an aura of 
power and bow it has developed a 
winning electoral strategy. 


The ability to create an aura of 

power 


Writing in the pro-Israel maga- 
zine New Republic, Morton Kon- 
dradee reported a conversation 
with an anonymous member of 
Congress who told him: 

“If there were a secret ballot, 
aid. (to Israel) would be cut sev- 
erely. It’s not out of affection 
anymore that Israel gets $3 billion 
a year. It’s from fear that you'll 
wake up one morning and find 
that an opponent has £500,000 to 
nm against you." 

It is, in large measure, this kind 
of fear of power that has created 
support fair The American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC’s) initiatives in Con- 
gress- . 

To some extent, fear of 
AIPACs dost is justified; but I 
believe that the lobby has magni- 
fied its claims of power out of all 
proportion in order to cultivate 
rear among members of Con- 
gress, thereby enhancing its pow- 
er. 

Shortly after losing the vote to 
sell AWACs to Saudi. Arabia, 
AIPAC pledged that it would 
defeat those whom it held re- 
sponsible for its defeat. By the 
mid-1980s, it would boast of suc- 
cess, since many of the offending 
senators had, in fact, been defe- 
ated. But was AIPAC solely re- 
possible for these losses, or was 
their boasting unjustified? 

The most prominent of the 
pro-AWACs sale senators to 
have been defeated was Senator 
Charles Percy of Dlinois, who lost 
his* 1984 reelectkm bid. In a 
speech in Toronto in 1984, 
AIPAC’s Executive Director 
Tom Dine, in speaking of the 
Percy defeat, gloated: 

“All die Jews, from coast to 
coast, gathered to oust Percy. 
And the American pofitidans — 
those who hold public positions 
now, and those who aspire — got 
the- message." 

• It was true that AIPAC helped 
to (fired over $300,000 m- PAC 
money first to a -primary oppo- 
nent of Mr. Percy’s and then to 
the Democratic candidate who 
defeated him — Paul Simon. It 
was also true that a wealthy Jew- 
ish donor, Michael Golan d, ille- 
gally contributed $1,000,000 to 
finance a right-wing attack on 
Mr. Percy to siphon some con- 
servative votes away from the 
Republican Senator (the Go land- 
fueled effort charged that Mr. 
Percy was pro-abortion). But the 
reasons for Mr. Percy's defeat 
may be found eslewfaere. 

In fod, I was at a forum with 
the former senator shortly after 
his defeat when be charged that it 
was the African American vote in 
Chicago, die largest city in ins 
state, that had cost him his elec- 
tion. In previous races, Mr. Per- 
cy, an advocate of tivil rights, had 
secured endorsements and votes 
from the African American com- 
munity. African Americans, 
.angry with the power structure in 
Chicago (which' was white and 
Democratic), had on .many occa- 
sions refused to endorse the white 
Democratic candidates in state- 
wide elections in order to show 
their displeasure over the way 
they were treated by the Demo- 
cratic Party in Chicago. Voting 
patterns in Illinois are such that 
unless a Democrat can win over- 
whelmingly in the city of Chica- 


go, be cannot win the whole state 

— the rest of which is largely 
Republican. Mr. Percy’s previous 
victories came because he was 
able to win some of Chicago’s 
small and influential Jewish vote 
and, more importantly, a good 
portion of .Chicago’s African 
American vote- 

By 1984, however, things had 
changed. The notorious white 
mayor of Chicago, Richard 
Daley. Sr., had died and an Afri- 
can American Mayor, Harold 
Washington, had been elected. 
The Democratic Senatorial 
nominee. Congressman Paul 
Simon, was a liberal with strong 
rivfl rights credentials and was 
also a dose friend of the new 
mayor. Thus it was that Mr. 
Percy lost the African American 
vote and tins, he felt, bad cost 
him the election. WhQe it was 
true the Jewish community had 
been involved in this race, with 
many opposing Mr. Percy 
(although Mr. Percy did have his 
strong Jewish supporters as well), 
it was not their work alone that 
brought his defeat. In addition, it 
is important to note that neither 
the Middle East nor the pro- 
Israel PACs became an issue 
during the campaign (despite 
Arab Americans urging Mr. Per- 
cy to speak out on these sub- 
jects), and Mr. Percy even went 
so for as to discourage active 
Arab American involvement or 
fundraising for his campaign for 
fear, he said, of antagonising 
AIPAC! 

AIPACs boasts that it “beat 
Percy” rang hollow, but went 
unchallenged, and so many 
observers came to believe that it 
was the lobby which bad “single- 
handedly. brought down the 
mighty senator.” Arab Amer- 
icans and their supporters unfor- 
tunately have, on too many occa- 
sions, played into the bands of 
AIPAC' s myth-makers by 
agreeing with their boastfril 
claims, and reenforcing them. . 

Several other so-called AIPAC 
“victories" can also be better 
understood when seen in terms of 
changing voter demographics and 
other decisive political dynamics 
that affect elections. A closer 
look at AIPACs record will show 
(hat not only didn't it win aD of 
the races it claimed to win, but it 
has lost many races it has worked 
hard to win. 

' An examination of AIPAC and 
pio-Israel'EAC s u ppo r ted candi- 
dates in‘1992i'for example, shows ' 
that in the elections involving the 
top ten recipients of pro-Israel 
PAC money, like in the case of 
the highly publicised AIPAC 
effort to defend Democrat John 
Qiafee of Rhode Island in 1988, 
AIPAC and all of its money was 
unable to prevail. The lobby and 
its money can play an important 
role in an election — but in the 
end, voters and domestic issues 
are die decisive factors in every 
victory and defeat 

But the facts have not mattered 

— what has been most telling is 
the myth of AIPAC power, as 
exemplified by Morton Kon- 
drack's anonymous congressman. 
This myth is one that AIPAC has 
deliberately cultivated, much to 
its advantage and, as I have 
noted, Arab Americans and their 
support ers have all too often mis- 
takenly encouraged those efforts. 


in winning passage of legislation. 
The other components of its win- 
ning legislative strategy includes 
the following points: 
a) In elections, AIPAC uses 
threats and promises of contribu- 
tions to shape the policy of as 


many candidates as posable — 


before they are elected. 

Working with either its own 
members or utilising the orga- 
nised Jewish community in each 
congressional district, AIPAC 
directs visits to every serious con- 
gressional candidate. The candi- 
dates are asked to prepare or 
endorse an already prepared 
statement on the MkkOe East 
which is filled with the usual 
pro-Israeli rhetoric. Sometimes 
implicit in the request, and some- 
times quite explicit, is the prom- 
ise of campaign funds or the 
threat of s upp ort for an oppo- 
nent 

The threat can be a successful 
form of behaviour modification, 
even with long-time elected offi- 
cials who go against the policy of 
the lobby. My experience with 
Tom Harkin (a Democrat from 
Iowa), is a case in point. 

In the late 1970s, then- 
Congressman Tom Harkin was a 
leading human rights advocate in 
the House of Representatives. 
This stance led him to support 
Palestinian rights as well. In 1980, 
for example, when two Palesti- 
nian mayors were expelled by 
Israeli mfiitaiy authorities from 
the occupied West Bank, Harkin 
endorsed the defence campaign 
on behalf of the mayors. 


Mr. Tanke was,' Eke so many 
Other candidates, urged to issue a 
statement m support of IsraeL He 
was told that, of course, he would 
not receive pro- Israeli support, 
smee Mr. Harkin was the pro- 
Israel candidate — bnt if he 
agreed to refrain from critiasng 
Israel, he- woidd be helped after 
the election if he won. In the end, 
Mr. Harkin had been 
“threatened” and “rewarded” 
and Mr. Tauke had been “neut- 
ralised.” Nevertheless, the 15190 
election was quite dose and could 
have ended differently, Mr. 
Tanke’s campaign staff felt, had 
their candidate exposed AIPACs 
practices and the extent to which 
Mr. Harkin bad been influenced 
by pro-Israel PACs. 

b) After years of placing in- 
terns in congressional offices and 
* of cultivating friends in Congress 
(by working on their campaigns, 
contributing to their elections, 
winning their friendship through 
years of cooperative efforts), 
AIPAC has been able to place 
hundreds of former interns, for- 
mer staff and friends and suppor- 
ters into key positions in many 
congressional offices. ■ 

Since m many congressional 
offices staff do most of the coo- 
. gressman's work, the power of 
the staff is quite considerable. 
They write the congres sma n’s let- 
. ters to constituents, draft their 
speeches and positions pape rs , 
and they even sign the person's 
name to congressional letters and 
as co-sponsors to legislation. In 
many in s tances , staff will deter- 


tbere — wfucfr was more than the 
totaT visits to all fee Arabcoan- 
tries combined during tbs radio 
period. 

As with the letter writing, the 
trips in and of themselves have 
more of a symbolic thap an a c tu al 
value. The visits do not educate. 


smoei , 

dons. A real fact-finding visit 
would, of course, indtide travell- 
ing throughout die Middle East. 
The purposes of tbo trips; in 
are to inform the mem- 
bers of Congress wtaf they are 
expected to say about issues in- 
volving IsraeL; \ . 

Just as all the statements signed 
by members of Con|ress in their 
election campaigns sound the 
«nw '(because they are), so do 


an issue aod estabfishtng their / , 
view » the “acjppted” Woven- 
tioual wisdom. > * . ^ V 

Arab Americans, ov er powe re d 
by such a barrage ofinfonwtffon, ' !* 

must then fight m ap-hffi battle in 
the media, to make qpr case. 
other words, even before we can -- lV ~~ 
begin to do our actual work, 

AIPAC has put us on the defen- 
sive. They have used this techni- 
que to define the FLO as "terror- 
ist,” to define cacfe-and every 
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“Most members of Congress are not con - 
Placed to behave in a certain way by the 
letters , by the trips to Israel or by the 
pressures on them to conform . They are 
convinced by the fear of bemg defeated. 
And the letters and the other forms of 
pressure represent symbols of the money 
and ‘power* that creates fear.** 


The abffity to develop and 
implement a winning political 


While the myth of AIPAC 

S in elections is overblown 
AIPAC supported candi- 
don’t win elections), it is 
tiie strategic use of money that 
contributes to AIPACs success 
in lobbying. But this is only one 
part of AIPACs overall strategy 


Mr. Harlan’s voting record in 
this period also reflected bis ba- 
lanced perspective in Middle East 
issues. Regularly voting against 
foreign aid bills, jn 1977; b£jsup- 
pqrted two efforts to art aid tt^all 
foreign aid recipients '-(mduding 
Israel) by 5 per cent In 1978 Mr. 
Harkm opposed a bill that would 
have provided $25 million to re- 
settle Soviet Jews in Israel and 
prevented U.S. involvement in 
two United Nations committees 
working on Palestinian rights. 

But in 1980, Mr. Harkin 
changed course dramatically. 
Shortly after endorsing the two 
expelled Palestinian mayors Mr. 
Harkin was visited by AIPAC 
and, according to a staff member, 
left the meeting shaken and feel- 
ing threatened. Apparently be 
got the message, and thereafter 
Mr. Harlan’s record was dramati- 
cally different. 

From 1980 through 1984, he 
consistently voted for pro-Israel 
bills and signed most pro-Israel 
letters circulating on Capitol HSU. 
He became so strong in his sup- 
port of Israel that, in his 1984 
Senate bid, he received signifi- 
cant contributions from pro- 
Israel PACs which had targeted 
incumbent Senator Roger W. 
Jepsen for his vote to send 
AWACs to Saudi Arabia. In 
1990, Mr. Harkin ran for reelec- 
tion ami received an additional 
$246,000 from pro-Israel PACs. 

Mr. Harlan’s opponent that 
year. Representative Tom 
Tauke, was approached by 
AIPAC early in (be campaign. 


mine who win or will not receive 
a p pointments with the member of 
Congress. 

There have been many occa- 
have 

fegislatioife (to 'winch .then implies 
were added by staffers) but once 
informed only the brave will re- 
move their names. 

c) Again, utilizing its own ex- 
tensive activist membership and 
the networks provided by die 
other mainstream Jewish orga- 
nisations, AIPAC can deliver 
thousands of letters to a member 
of Congress — from his own 
constituents — either protesting 
an “anti-brad” vote or praising a 
“pro-Israel” vote. 

While letters and petitions in 
themselves mean little (the side 
that sends the most letters doesn't 
automatically win the congress- 
man's support), they ate a remin- 
der to the congressman of the 
potential support or opposition 
be can ' expect at election time. 

d) Another effective mechan- 
ism used by AIPAC" and other 
Jewish groups to win congression- 
al support has been the regular 
trips to Israel they sponsor for 
most members of Congress, and 
even other local elected officials 
(who are viewed as potential con- 
gressional candidates in the fu- 
ture). For example, a survey of 
trips made by members of Con- 
gress during the 1991 break 
showed that Israel was tbe num- 
'ber one travel destination, with 
30 members of Congress stopping 


the c omm e nts they -make when 
they return from Israel aD sound 
the same — - because they have 
teamed on their visit what to say 
and how to say it. 

Most-members of Congress are 
not convinced to behave in a 
certain way by the letters, 1 by the 
tripsio Israel or by thetaessures 
on them to conform. They are 
convinced by‘ the fear of being 
defeated. And the fettenuand.the 
other forms of pressure represent 
symbols of the money andj “pow- 
er” that Create^ fear. ^ : 

I frequently refer to- a jdub I 
have only jokmgty formed, called 
the “I’m really wife you Arabs, 
but-...” Chib. To it belong aD 
those members of' Congress who 
told me after or during their 
elections or after their trips to 
Israel that they really know that 
the Arab side is right, but — And 
fee “but” is usually followed by 
some reference to money or 
press u re from the pro-Israel side 
(and, conversely, fry the absence 
of money from Our side Or the 
failure of Arab Americans to vote 
or. apply public pressure in 
amounts equal to the pro- Israel 
side). 

In this light, It is imperative to 
correct an nupreaaan about lob- 
bying in U.S. politics. Lobbying, 
for tiie most part, does not consist 
of vpitmgi with a . member of 
Congress arid convincing them of 
fee “t r uth,” because “truth” 
doesn't influence votes, power 
does. Lobbying is collecting on a 
bill that is due. In effect, the 
successful lobbyist implies, “You 
know we’ve s upp orted you with 
.raOR£y~azul .votes, .and .now jve 
yourt support*” TooThMny 
Arabs and' Arab Americans 'Win 
dojtot understand that lobbying 
'is ftot m&efy ah information dis- 
pensing game. 

e) AIPAC also runs an aggres- 
sive information campaign 
targeted at the media, opmkra- 
makers as well as members of 
Congress aod their staffs. AIPAC 
uses this constant campaign tech- 
nique to shape the debate about 
Middle East policy in tins coun- 
try, and its efforts usually go 
ancon tested. 

Utilising all their resources, 
especially among opurion-makers 
(newspaper editorial writers and 
political leaders), the lobby wifi 
develop afeeme and present it in 
a repetitive fashion .so. that it 
cranes to be accepted as common 
sense. At this point, one can 
usually recognise the si gn* of an 
AIPAOorcSestrated campaign. 
Three opinion articles by 
“AIPAC friends” in The New 
Yoik Times, a- few more in the 
Washington Post, a congressional 
resolution in s upport of the issue, 
a number of sfonlar speeches by, 
key members of Congress, and . 
AIPAC memoranda rind in-‘ 
formation briefs sent out to aH 
congressmen and senators a nd 
newspaper editors — after a two- 
week “information Witz” such as 
tins, AIPAC and its s u pporters 
would have succeeded in defining 
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Israeli attack as a “KtufiationJ 
to caB loon guarantees, “huma- 
nitarian aid,” to tar their enemies 
as “anti-Semites,” and qqaodon. 

f) AIPAC also has an .aggres- 
sive infomiaiioD-tpffier^ 
th» by which it aad tdtted Jew- 
ish organisations meitbie to know 
what members of CoagresE Say *t 
any public gathering and what 

perceived enemies of Israel rise 
say. This apparatus is so sophisti- 
cated as to r e s emb le a qhasi- _ c 
governmental intdKgehce agency A'?-** 
in that it covers Dotootyjkmt and ", 

other media outlets, but'afco in- _./> 
volves sending spies- to offices, 
meetings and errant* to record L ~ 
what transpires,, and even who 
amply attends. ’ 

While AIPAC dafans that it > 
gathers snefa data legally and oufy - 
for its own use, in fact it is what k 
does with this information flat ' <-P - 
makes it so potent a force in their 
arsenal and such an integral part ~-- 
; of their strategy. * * 

AIPACs so-called “research" 
department has become a major 
so ur ce of information on mem- — ■ 

bers of Congress and tin “ene- 
mies of Israel,” It pubfisbes a 
confidential monthly report 
which it sends to Jewish groups 
and leaders and wealthy demon 
and a number of friendly writers. * 
Tben, over the next few weeks, 
articles and columns wffl include 
tiie AIPAC “line” 'on issues of 
the day as well as details cm what 
various public officials have said 
and/or done. 

It is through these reports that 
AIPAC is able to shape attitudes 
and behaviour among its suppor- 
ters. Tfie reports are not always 
truthful, however. * 

I have learned from a repo rter 
who regularly covers fee lobby, ' 
that AIPAC’s res ear ch depart- 
ment has an entfre d ra we r de- 
voted to me rs atr- “enemy.” I 
apparently have the dafinction of 
befog second .tp. Jesse Jackson in 
tiie number of files kept by the 
lobby. ■ » m - "i a * 

v j-y, ,»uiw .A 

Kean speak first-hand of fee 
pofitkal use which AlgACmakes • 
of its “information gathering.” 

For example, in 1986 I made 
contributions to a number of con- ' 
gressorial campaigns. After the |f- 
dections a few of tiie coogres- • 
shmal offices contacted me to - 
inform me that they bad been 3 
called by supporters of Israel who " 
noticed on Federal Elections 
Commission records feat they • 
had received c o n tributions from 
me. The supporters of Israel had 
wanted fee congressional offices 
to know who I was and what I 
stood for. .Implicit in these con- 
versations whs the message that it 
would be wise for these members 
of Congress? not to accept my 
support. To fee credit of those 
whom I and many other Arab 
Americans have supported fo re- 
cent yearn, bone have rejected 
our 
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But fee threat is there, 'and it 
can be intimidating toaome mem- 
bras of Congress. 

One might ^ -think after all tins 
- that the looby was invincible. But 
as it .readied the perik of its 
power, cracks in AIPAC’s 
armour. began to appear. And 
after rente* review it seems that 
AIPAC’s successes may be lead- 
ing it into some deep interna! 
difficulties. 
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How Israel can achieve real security 


Following is an editorial that 
appeared in the Aug. 28, 1993, 
issue of the London-based Mid- 
dle East International. ■ 


.A CLASSIC documentary enti- 
tled “Pandora’s Box” was recent- 
ly shown on British television. 
This told the story of the Amer- 
ican think-tank established in the 
1970s to devise scientific ways of 
using overwhelming U.S. tech-, 
no logical superiority to give the 
country total and permanent 
security in the cold war. The 
culmination was the supreme fol- 
ly of the Star Wars project and 
fee point of the programme was 
to suggest that mis objective of 
guaranteed security was a logical 
absurdity. Real security will only 
be achieved when tiie enemy is 
reconciled to fee status quo. 

Israel's leaden would do well 
to reflect on this. After last 
week's events there are signs feat 
some of them are doing so. Since 
the creation of fee state, Israel’s 
defence policy has had a twin 
foundation: insistence on military 
superiority over the combined 
forces of all its neighbours and 
tiie use of that superiority in a 
massive and disproportionate 
manner. It was on this basis that 
Israel launched the 1956, 1967 
and 1982 wars and the series of 
raids and land, sea and air bom- 
bardments of Arab territory. It 


has characterised its reaction to 
fee intifada. Throughout, it has 
caused heavy civilian losses and 
widespread physical destruction 
as well as military casualties. 
None of this has given Israel real 
security. This was only achieved 
in Israel's relations wife Egypt 
after Israel agreed to withdraw to 
its 1948 borders. 


The most patently futile of 
Israel’s attempts to cany out a 
coup de grSce to solve its prob- 
lems was the 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. It is too easily forgot- 
ten that this was not even an act 
of retaliation. It came after 18 
months of peace on Israel’s 
northern borders through the un- 
official PLO-IsraeH ceasefire bro- 
kered by fee United States. The 
aim, no doubt devised by some 
Israeli think-tank, was to turn 
Lebanon into a docile satellite 
through an alliance with 
Lebanese Maronites and even 
Shiites who were believed to be 
overwhelmingly anti-Palestinian. 
The possibility that Lebanese 
nationalism might be provoked 
was ignored and after some 650 
Israeli soldiers died a humiliated 
Israeli army withdrew. 

Strategy then concentrated on 
the “security zone”. But this has 
never worked satisfactorily as the 
surrogate South Lebanon Army 

has had to be beefed up by Israeli 


troops. Although this blatantly 
contravened U.N. resolutions, 
much of the western media has 
shamefully continued to refer to 
the security zone as quasi-Israeli 
territory in which guerrilla 
attacks on Israeli troops have 
been classified as acts of terror- 
ism. Yet tins has been of little 
comfort to the Israelis for fee 
security zone has proved a fai- 
lure. They have had to make 
forays beyond it and in response ' 
katyusha rockets began to fall 
again on northern Israel. 

When seven Israeli soldiers 
were killed in the zone in July, 
massive retaliation was again the 
response, wife Lebanese civilians 
bearing the brant. The futility of' 
the gesture, which the new 
Lebanese refugees were told was 
“Operation Accountability”, was 
never more speedily exposed. 
Just as Mr. Rabin was congratu- 
lating himself feat it had been a 
success because it had made Syria 
agree to pacify southern Lebanon 
and step up its cooperation wife 
fee Middle East peace process, 
nine more Israeli soldiers were 
killed tty the HizboUah in the., 
security zone. Yet it is now dear- 
ly admitted by Mr. Rabin that tire 
ceasefire brokered by Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher spe- 
cifically excluded the security' ' 
zone. In vie of the illegality of 


brad’s position there, Mr. Rabin 
could hardly do anything else. 

No one suggests that fee Hiz- 
bonahis are all heroes to the 
Lebanese people but they are 

certainty more admired than they 

were before Israel's mo nst ro u s 
bombardment of sooth Lebanon. 
The Israeli Likud leadership is 
now calling for a further exten- 
sion of fee security zone and tiie 
removal of restraints (whatever 
these may have been) on Israeli 
troops acting inside Lebanon. 
There are at least some encourag- 
ing signs that Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Peres do not accept such idiocy. 
Peace wife Syria wfil only come 
after Israel’s withdrawal from all 
the occupied territories even if 
this has to be achieved by stages. 
Meanwhile, a lasting ceasefire 
can only be achieved in south 
Lebanon by a withdrawal of 
Israeli forces and . the disband- 
ment of die South Lebanon Army 
as it is brought under Lebanese 
military control. 

' There are now a substantial 
number of - leading Israelis — 
including some formerly hawkish 
^generals— who accept feat Israel 
can never obtain security through 
the barrel of a gun but only 
through an honourable peace set- 
tlement. But they have still not 
'persuaded enough of th«r fellow- 
conn trymen. 


LETTERS 


Animals need help, too 


To the Editor: 


rREAD with interest the letters of Atife. 29,doncenifegthe 
feunped horse. One cannot help wondferfoe who ooWd have 
conformed such an act of crudity, and why? ; 

nuSS-S 8 * the importance far morfr public 

oa aU levels, towards our treatment of aramals, 
whether we have them or not. 

Though folly aware of some citizens- plight of ornery and 
11181 officials =>« *nng theirtest to 
tw ^ 'L Tha do *2 not the creation of a system 

Ptffptiy «o end the stiffetine of mitiied 

raust have t^ptiority atan tiroes, 
belpconld be extended to all forms Of lifewhen necessity 


Sukfabn, 

Amman. 


■ weto ? mes ctotribmxm than i 
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Wife-beating common, divorce rising in Syria 
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i- DAMASCUS — ‘ Wife-beat- 

- - Mg istiie most common way 
r for Syrian men to settle quar- 
' neb at home. 

- . Ciffc in rural areas often 

* many as young as 11, boys as 
■ youhg as IS. 

. Divorce fa on the rise, 
especially for men who have 
•.' roqght.tneif way up the eco- 
i. nomic ladder. 

* And college graduates in 

- Syrian cities seem as likely to 
beat their wives as rural 

' peasants. 

t ; These insights into family 
Z life and social change in Syria 
_ ’ come from research by 
i sociologist Am a! Abdul 
r Rahim , who has been study- 
ing dh&ne. cases handled by 
:i the Islamic Sharia Courts in 
" the capital, Damascus , and 

* tfie nearby countryside. 

J “The statistics show that • 
r beating is still the most wide- i 
Jy used way to settle marriage 
.. disputes," she says. — y 

^ ■ “We find that men are nr 
treating women as their pt 
^ sonal property, and fed tty 
*» wao deal with their wives?* 


they ms without any res- 
traint, 

Thaiocture of married life 
. is femur- to Syrian Televi- 
sion pdiences, whose 
favour* soapl operas include 
Ajnehif wings), starring ac- 
tress Sana AJ-Masri. 

Her homage — an ex- 
change fafweea jurat fami- 
. lies in Wtch her brother also 
wed heratewd’s sister— is 
constant disturbed b? in- 
law tropes, and the series . 
frequeiiy shows husbands 
beatingwives and treating t 

them 7 ebatteb. ■’ 

AJ&ljrac to life. Dr. 
AbdaiRahim found, is the 
series Awrak Emra'a (A 
Warm's Diary) in which a 
dcctf leaves his modem , 
emoted ways behind him at 
tie hospital and behaves at 
tone Eke an old fashioned 
tyrant. The heroine, deter- 
mined to pursue her own 
edi cation, divorces him. 

Divorce cases among men 
with higher education often 
involve wife -bearing, (he 
sociologist says, “/a spite of 
their education the men act 
primitively and use their tra- 
ditional right* *» settling dis- 


putes 

Syria’s near-stagnant eco- 
nomy is a big influence on 
family life, with divorce more 
common among the poorest 
and the richest families than 
among those with middle in- 
comes. 

The government is slowly 
undoing the Soviet-style cen- 
tralisation of the 1960s but is 
hampered by poor relations 
with the West, which deny it 
aid and foreign investment, 
while it struggles to keep 
pace with a population that 
has doubled in 20 years to 
nearly IS million. 

In .the cities, where a re- 
cent graduate might earn 
$ 100 a month, rising prices 
are a barrier to marriage. 

Many young city-dwellers 
must postpone taking a wife 
unless they get strong finan- 
cial help from parents or take 
on crippling debts to set up a 
home ana make payments 
expected by in-laws. 

Islamic custom allows Sy- 
rian men four wives. But 
many choose monogamy and 
even among those who would 
wish a second wife, few can 
afford it. especially in the 


cities. 

In the countryside. Dr. 
Abdul Rahim found , couples 
many young with the en- 
couragement of their parents 
in spite of laws which set the 
minimum age at 17 for giris 
and 18 for boys. 

“ Marriage at a young age 
brings more children, streng- 
thening the family, and also 
forms a bond with another 
family says Dr. Abdul 
Rahim. “The woman is ex- 
pected to serve. 

“Life in the village is more 
simple. Family members 
share the same bouse. Hie 
wife works on the farm to 
help her husband earn hh 
living. ” 

It also " provides legal sex- 
ual life for the young cou- 
ple, " Dr. Abdul Rahim adds, 
meaning that some marriages 
take place because the girl 
has lost her virginity and her 
parents have little hope of 
Ending her any other hus- 
band. 

But these early marriages, 
usually among people with 
Ettle education, often fail, 
says Dr. Abdul Rahim, who 
took her doctorate at the 


University of Damascus. 

Her recently published 
study concluded that mar- 
riage below the legal age was 
a major factor in 71 per cent 
of divorces in the countiy- 
ride. 

Arranged marriage, 
another common theme in 
Syrian TV dramas, also con- 
tribute to the divorce rate. 
Custom in some regions dic- 
tates that a woman cannot be 
married outside the family 
un less eligible kinsmen step 
aside. 

44 This makes marriage a 
matter of chance, which 
might be a success or a total 
failure ," Dr. Abdul Rahim 
says. 

Disputes with in-laws often 
figure in divorce cases. Sex- 
ual incompatibility is rarely 
mentioned , although Dr. 
Abdul Rahim suspects it is 
more common than her fi- 
gures show. 

“ People who divorce for 
this reason may be too 
embarrassed to speak about 
their sex Eves, which are seen 
as a sacred secret in Syrian 
society, and generally 
throughout the Arab 


World , " she says. 

And divorce rates are ris- 
ing in both city and country- 
side. ■ ■ 

Figures from the Sharia 
Courts, which follow Islamic 
custom but are presided over 
by a member of (be state 
judicial system, showed 22 
. divorces per 100 marriages in 
the same jurisdiction in 1988 
to 1990, compared with 18 
divorces in the three yean 
before. 

“This high divorce figure 
constitutes a big social prob- 
lem and requires collective 
efforts to limit it.” Dr. Abdul 
Rahim said. 

She recommends stricter 
enforcement of age Emits, 
better education and govern- 
ment efforts to make low-cost 
housing available to young 
couples. 

Illustrating the strains of 
social mobility. Dr. Abdul 
Rahim identified a group spe- 
cially prone to divorce — 
businessmen who overcome 
the disadvantages of poor 
education. 

“When income rises and 
education is low . more di- 
vorces take place," she says. 
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U.S.htealth craze fixates, fat makes 
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*dul Rahim, who society, and generally education is low. more d 

kxtorate at the throughout the Arab voices take place," she say. 


t makes a comeback 


* By Sebastian Sat 

^ • Agence France Prise 

a WASHINGTON 4 The 

y U.S. health craze is-szzliag 
*' and fat is back, exptts say. 

* Television’s daily prade of 
sculpted bodies pitting fit- 

^ ness gear . might ‘uggest 
> otherwise , but mos Amer- 
z -icans are sedentaryud new 
i breeds , of monsterburgers 
v. and. sumptuous id creams 
3. have no rrouMdlijiding 
^'fetyers.'’ ■’ 

“It -would, seem hat. (me : 
vhea/tft craze) pcafd and is 
5 igaur warring," sd Debbie 
. Reed, a nntrrtkmt at the 
u m U.S. Department t Agricul- 


ture, which monitors' what 
U.S. consumers eat. 

Thirty one per cent of men 
and 35 per cent of women 
were overweight between 
1988 and 1991, up from 24 
and 27 per cent between 1976 
and 1980, the latest National 
Centre for Health Statistics 
Survey shows. 

A Louis Harris and Associ- 
ates report this year found 66 
per cent of those questioned 
said they weiexrvcrweighX in 
'1992, qp ’from 38 per cent in 

Ms. Reed sod the Infest 
survey shows Americans guz- 
zled more soft drinks and 
snack Mods « 1990 than a 


decade ago. , 

Although people are drink- 
ing more low- fat milk and are 
continuing to shift from red 
to white meat, fruit and 
vegetable consumption has 
dropped slightly in the last 10 
years, she said. 

And in supermarket freez- 
ers low-fiat frozen yoghurt is 
facing up to such 
heavyweights as Haagen- 
Dazs* caramel cone explosion 
and Ben And Jerry's New 
York super fudge chunk ice 
creams, both ot which carry- 
ap pro x i ma tely 15-18-per cent 
butferfat . 

Haagen-Dazs said its new 
Extraas products have 


boosted company market 
share by more than a third in 
under a year, according to 
the Washington Post. 

Disappointed by sales of its 
heaith-concious, 1991 
McLean Deluxe, McDonalds 
has lumbered into Washing- 
ton area outlets with the 
Mega Mac, a beef behemoth 
stacking up 224-grammes 
(eight-ounces) of hamburger, 
three bread slices, tomatoes 
and sauce. , 

Domino's Pizza is tipping 
w .the scales with, a hulking 76r 
.centimetre long (, ’30-inch ) piz- 
za called the Dominator. 

And in an age when Presi- 
dent Bill CEnton jogs to 


McDonalds and corpulent ac- 
tress Roseanne Arnold is a 
television superstar, attitudes 
towards fat are relaxing , 
other surveys' show. 

A survey by NPD Group 
researchers showed that this 
year just 35 per cent of re- 
spondents thought fat peo- 
ple unattractive, compared to 
55 per cent in 1985. 

Television is filled with 
bodybuilders and leotard- 
dad women hawking thp latest 
gadget aimed, at building pec- 
-torals, flattening - abdomens 
orcreating “buns of steel," as 
one promotion put it. 

But only 22 per cent of 
Americans did sufficient ex- 


ercise in 1991, said the 
government-run Centres for 
Disease Control and Preven- 
tion in its latest survey. 

Almost 60 per cent of those 
over 18 years old were seden- 
tary, the studty said. 

“There is a nurimpression 
in America). Chat in the fit- 
ness fed of the last three or 
four years, more Americans 
are engaged in physical activ- 
ity," the cfrchairman of the 
president’s Council on 
PhysicaJ Fitness and Sports 
told the New York Times. 

“That is not true. About 
250,000 deaths each year are 
attributed to inactivity,” he 
said. 
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The Marie Threat Myth Or Reality 

By John L Esposito 

Oxford ^fptfasity Press, England 1993, £19.95 

The exeeBcncctfthis book — his by for the best work on 
Islamic “fondgortaBsm” — is to be found chiefly in its 
analysis of th relations of “fnndamcntaEsm” and the 
West. But thcurecedmg chapters, on the antecedents of 
the Muslim levaEst movement , are a n eces sary prepara- 
tion. 

The historic, summary has, perhaps, one major defect: 
That EspositO'Qcs not specifically identify the creation of 
Israel as the dW factor in the growth of militant Islam. 
He is only pze&cd to go as far as saying that the existence 
of Israel, andk victory in the 1967 war, “was a major 
catalyst for tbodanne resurgence”, when in feet without it 
there would jpbabfy not have 'been any Islamic resurg- 
ence. ' 

But when bgets down to anaiyring the nature of Islamic 
“revifuEsm” r “activism ", terms which be prefers to 
“fytndamenfelm”, be has a whole series of important 
points to mak. Thus, there is no such thing ay a s ingle, 
monolithic mitant Islam because activism can be found in 
a variety of fdns-in a variety of states, hom the theocracy 
of Iran to » military dictatorship of Sudan to the 
monardiy of 'ands Arabia. And for these countries their 
national ihtetst, not Islam, is- overriding, which is why 
they are ofte em bad terms with each other . They vary 
even in tbdrtsktions with the U.S.: Egypt, the Pakistan of 


want to misinterpret it as a threat — the Israelis and their 
-Weston friends — Muslims do not see their faith as a 
threat : Despite everything, they do not want to threaten 
the Christian West or anyone else. In any case history 
shows that Islam has been far more threatened by 
Christendom titan the other way round. What Muslims do 
see themselves as is a challenge. 

Esposito is particularly pungent in bis analysis of the 
means and motives of the misinterpreters of Islam and he 
does truth a service by naming names, with Dr. Bernard 
Lewis at the head of the list Such academics and publicists 
have an easy run in the West because they can depend on 
certain stereotypes embedded in the Western mind. One of 
the most basic of these is the concept that “religion*' is 
essentially a matter of personal salvation rather than a way 
ofEfe within a society although, be claims, “the Western 
notion of the separation of church and state is relatively 


new”. 

Such criticisms , even 
hardly endear him to his 


they are correct, would 
ic colleagues, but Esposi- 


crc« tu “7 "wf ', — —— 7 — - 

Zta-uFHaq, no Saudi Arabia have bad friendly relations 
while those of 'Libya and ban are distinctly inimical. 

n _ _l‘L. in InnvAil rti fho mneTiM^Mrcwl 


Ftiither, revn' 
Muslim state: 
might have 
activism hat 
MnsEm ctx u 
towards thi 
completed '^er 


is most forceful in the most modernised 
and Iran, Libya and Tbafcni an d, he 
thtan. And tlm is so because Islamic 
a part of the mainstream of Efe in 
This shift away from the periphery 
, he Naims , began in 1960 and was 
next two decades, 
stresses that revivalist Islamic move- 
m^m^tefoffessive and badn^tooking undue 
not against modlmisation, form which they borrow ideas 
ont^ZtidBkdsodaJ welfare, as weEastedndqnesof 
ostnaEV^. TWgh he equally stresses that toe program- 
ments are not as yet specific enough to 
state. Which 6 why the best way to 
jepte is not by armed repression but by 
to power, through the baBot box, when 
‘ 'nee and competence would be rc- 
- to what Jordan has done, excep- 
oonc of the Muslim states “seems uniting 
with the opportunity to discredit them- 
be is severely critical of the' regimes m 
because they cut short that “topper- 

to the question in tile subtitle is that it 
reality, depending on the point of new. 
tetem is seen as a real threat to those who 


i&iM 

; unvierse of prophets, mystics and poms, one requiring 

Mawaw vur ijpyi WWW^MMW respect for tradition, passivity and contemplation; on die 

MtB mfkmm 1 f mam Wm other, the reality and discourse of modernity of technique 

and ideology. This modernity, however, is never fully 

A . .. .... assimilated. This hypothetical individual and his society 

tsa threat the Israelis and their £ave not lived through the transformations into modernity 

*** to&r faith as a ^ no acc e ss to / te motive force. They are merely 

mg, they do not want to threaten consumers of its cultural by-products. As a result, the 

anyone else. In any case history individual is “racked between new ideas which evaporate 

been for more threatened by fty feck of a context and a orient ideas arthritic with the 

What Muslims do failure to adapt ”, and to cope with this failure to 

ohmtenge. understand, he invents scapegoats to blame, “lying becom- 

■ty pwgent m bis analysis of the ^ a Q f ^ 0 f apprehending a reality which evades 
he nusmterpreters of Islam and he 

naming oames, with Dr. Bernard Xbe book sparkles with interesting ideas, drawing on a 

foLSucb academics andpubhosts range of European philosophy. These ideas, however, 

fy ^noepend on ^ ^ always culminate in tight arguments. We are told, 

nldedw tbeWestem mm± One of [or insmBa!t fo, a* distorted worid resulting from the 

; ts the concept that ‘religion a gmft of modernity onto the old paradigm has “a post- 

ersonal saiyation ratber tb an a way % egeUaa philosophic infntstrurtt& and a pre^raiilean 

’ "f western content ”. This interesting combination ultimately refers to 

n of church and state is relatively Islamic ideas in modem ideological forms. But the content 

A , . . , , does not, surety, transfer inertly to its new forms. As 1 

1 though they are correct, would Sbayegan demonstrates in many places, the construction of 

s aca d emic colleagues, bnt Esposi- Islam as political ideology involves radical transfonnatioos 

sterner dealing with Muslims, not ^ ^ j <ieas ^ constructed. Khomeini did not merely draw 

>rmcrusly m bis debt. The book, of 0fl traditional Islamic ideas, be transformed them radically, 

vical: It would seem to have been The fact of the matter is that modernity is triumphant, as 

nmter recent statements by the Sbayegan recognises. The " pre-Galilean " content is the 

hand-maiden of the “post-Hegelian" ideology, supplying it 
, ttef the bombing of the World with images and symbols to be transformed in accordance 

York was not ^“isolated act of ^ ^Zdem logic. 

a pan-Islamc global conspiracy problems identified in this book are very real: the 

t, along with Israel, must fight as jt jdeologisa don of culture, the formation of dosed, exclusive 

worlds intolerant of otherness, the Manichean divisions 
et °^.^ eSter ^ re ^ e H! S '^^ e ^ into absolute good and evil with foe conspiracies and 
m is not coming to get you scapegoats which follow. And these characteristics apply 

aaim equally to religious and secular ideologies. A recurrent, 

and very important, theme in foe book is the unacknow- 
«UI» Jansen fedged penetration of erode Marxist motifs into Islamic 
ideologies, especially in Iran. Yet, are these phenomena 
_ 0 explicable in terms of traditional hang-ups horn a past 

t/iQIPITt) J71rW world of myth and symbol? Or is it not more relevant to 

u '&U. ULlll Utjy cite the current blockages and distortions enamating from 

repressive states and underdeveloped institutions? There is 
tks very b'tife politics in this book, which is perhaps refreshing, 

jNJWlril&lIiUiS . but nevertheless limiting. 

‘J- The most serious reservation I have is that it exaggerates 

. . , . - - - the contrast between Middle Eastern and Western 

r ?*j 1 ? societies. The picture of the one-dimensional, ideological 

Mting The West intellectuals drawn here, though seldom illustrated with 

a ryu$h Shayegan actual examples, is readily recognisable. But can the 

c$, London 1992, £25 flourishing intellectual milieux of, say, Beirut in the 1970s, 

or Egypt at various points, be reduced to tizese types? And 
the title refers to foe cultural and are these types not be found in plenty of foe universities 

r distortions which result from foe and political associations of the West? 

on, the graft, of Western-produced The intellectual in Islamic societies , according to 

nphyskaJ edifices of Asian dviEsa- Sbayegan , “is not a coherent being but is made upon 

lira of foe great transformations splintered fragments of desire , scattered packages of 

West, these dvitisatfons were “on awareness, crumbs of contradictory wishes pulling this way 

The focus of foe argument is on foe and that". Some would say this sums tm the modem, or 

icularty on Iran. In the opening rather post-modern, condition everywhere!" — Middle 

ns tn consider the nlieht of a East International. 


to’s book puts any Westerner dealing with Muslims, not 
least the diplomats, enormously in bis debt. The book, of 
course , is extremely topical: It would seem to have been 
written specialty to counter recent statements by the 
president of Israel, Chaim Herzog, and foe president of 
Egypt , Hosni Mubarak, that the bombing of the World 
Trade Centre in New York was not an “ isolated act of 
t err o rism " but part of a pan-Islarmc global conspiracy 
against foe West which it, along with Israel, must fight as it 
fought the **Commanist threat”. Countering this hysteria, 
Esposito's main message to hs Western readers is: “ Keep 
calm, don't panic, Iram is not coming to get you" — 
Middle East International. 

GM» Jansen 


tmmphmnt 

Cultural Schizophrenia: Islamic Societies 
. Confronting The West 

fly Daryush Shayegan 
Saqi Books, London 1992, £25 

The “schizophrenia" in foe title refers to the cultural and 
psychological spEts and distortions which result from the 
i m p er fec t saperimposxtiao, the graft, of Westernproduced 
modernity onto foe metaphysical edifices of Asian dviEsa- 
tions. During foe centuries of foe great transformations 
into modernity in the West, these dvitisations' were “on 
holiday from hi story". The focus of the argument is on the 
Middle East, and particularly on Iran. In the opening 
‘chapter, the author invites us to consider the plight of a 
hypothetical individual cau gh t in this split world. On foe 
one side the puE of a mythologised, magical, a historical 



ARRIVING UNANNOUNCED: Chairman Yasser Arafat 
has a notorious fetish for security, which is understandable 
given the real threats he feces from his enemies. But 
obsession with personal safety does, as can well be 
expened, interfere with protocol and issues of state. 
Before arriving in Amman this past week, Arafat caused 
the government a bit of a headache with his sense of timing. 
The story, as retold by usually well-informed sources, goes 
something Eke this. The PLO chairman was supposed to 
come to Amman to see His Majesty the King over foe 
widely reported lack of consultations over the Gaza-Jericho 
first plan. As he was preparing to leave Tunis for here, a 
Palestinian delegation was visiting with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majati and were apparently treated to a few 
comments about the lack of Pafestinian-Jordanian coor- 
dination. Seeking to cool the atmosphere, one of the 
Palestinian visitors responded that be was sure that this 
problem w iff be resolved when “Abu Ammar arrives tins 
afternoon. ” What they did not know was that the govon- 
ntete was not ihfojmecfof Abo AhunaFs impending arrival 
and foat Was foe' first that 'the priibe monster had heard of 
his visit plan. After the meeting had ended, another 
member of the Palestinian visiting group called the 
Palestinian ambassador in Amman and asked him why the 
Jordanian government was not informed that Abu Ammar 
was on his way to Jordan. “We were shocked to find out 
that Tayeb Abdul Rahim did not know either, ” the visitor 
said. It was not until a couple of hours before be arrived 
that Arafet’s plans became known to his bewildered hosts 
who nevertheless graciously arrived at foe airport to greet 
him. Lack of coordination all the way, you might say. 

fr ft fr fr fr 

FREE NEWSPAPER SERVICE: Every single candidate for 
the Nov. 8 parliamentary elections must be conjuring up 
ingenious ways to win over foe press in preparation for ms 
or her campaign. That is every single candidate except one. 
The exceptional candidate, whose name is Mr. Isa Rimoni, 
does not need to curry favour with the Jordanian press 
because he owns his weekly newspaper, AkhbarAI Usbou, 
Which regularly dedicates some or its pages to bis cam- 
paign ■ Members of Rimoni’s constituency, the citizens of 
/crash, are treated every week to achievements and 
accomplishments of the former honourable deputy. While 
not underestimating the need to address his area’s prob- 
lems, Akhbar AI Usbou's coverage last week went as it 
could in analysing the standing of all candidates in Jerash. 

“ While it is still early to judge who foe strong candidates 
tor the Jerash race are , there is a strange phenomena 
involving one particular candidate, ” the newspaper said. 
“Friends and fries alike agree that he is foe strongest 
candidate because of the services he rendered to his urge ' 
family. This candidate's name is on foe lips of everybody , 
there." The magical “Rimoni" name was never once I 
mentioned in the lengthy treatise on Jerash. But very few 
failed to guess it right, of course. 

Nermetit Murad 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

The fife of every man is a diary in which he means to 
write one stoiy, and writes another, and his humblest hour 
is when be compares the volume as it is with what he hoped 
to make it 

— Sir James Matthew Barrie, Scottish dramatist-author 
(1868-1937). 

Happiness, it seems to me, consists of two things: First, 
in being where you belong, and second — and best — in 
comfortably going through everyday Ufe, that is, having 
had a good night's sleep and not being hart by new shoes 

— Theodor Fontane, German author (1819-1898 ) L 

Men make counterfeit money; in many more cases, 
money makes counterfeit men 

— Sydney J. Harris, American journalist (1917-1986). 

Wisdom is born, stupidity is learned 
— Russian proverb. 

The old forget The young don't know 

— Japanese proverb. 

There are two ways of spreading tight: To be the candle. 
or the mirror that reflects it 

— Edith Wharton, American author (1862-1937). 

Don't compromise yourself. You are all you’ve got — . 
Juris JopEa, American rock singer (1943-1970). 



This Week 
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Crazy dreams 




By Jwiirfliiiwfc Bias 

// we (ale the time to sit and dream about future 
computers* bow for could we go? Without crossing the thin 
and elusive border between reality and science fiction, 
what would we aUow our imagination to think of when it 
comes to the next generation of computers? How powerful, 
small would they be, and what would they enable us to do? 

Computers have become, multi-purpose machines. A 
NASA scientist obviously has needs that are basically 
different from a lay person using a personal computer ( PC) 
at home. The space specialist would dream of a faster, 
more reliable system, ensuring he doesn't lose the mega - 
dollars probe sent to explore the limits of the solar system. 
In a more prosaic manner, the home user would be 
eternally grateful to his PC if it could just iron his shirts! 

Curiously, non-professionals do not realise how difficult 
a task if is for a computer (or rather a robot in this case ) to 
do ironing. The infinite variety in shirts models, sizes, 
shapes , fabrics, pockets, buttons, etc... all make the 
operation very difficult to analyse in a scientific way. Just 
nke doctors have mastered die art of open heart, triple 
bypass surgery, but sdll cannot cure a simple cold. 
Information Technology (IT) experts have solved extreme- 
ly complex problems, leaving some other apparently 
simpler ones out. 

Rather than dreaming of foster, smaller computers, the 
next generation of PC users certainly wish to see computers 
perform down-to-earth yet very useful tasks. Robotics will 
definitely be an important part of the PC’s future. 


chip talk 



Putting aside ironing and coring colds, where is the limit 
of what we can think of? If we follow the IT evolution in 
the past twenty five years and extrapolate for the next 
similar period, the limit seems to be only the stars above. In 
other words, there is no way we can give even a reasonable 
forecast of what we can expect to see. The specialists 
themselves could not foretell what is happening today in 
IT. how could they do it for the future? Reasonable 
predictions don't seem to extend beyond five-year periods. 

Religious and philosophical considerations however 
would make people put theoretical boundaries to computer 
evolution even tor the year 5.000. The machine wW never 
be able to think or feel like humans , nor take initiative or 
prow artistic creativity. Being man-made, it could never 
bverpower man himself. White such respectable justifica- 
tions make perfect sense and are fully acceptable, the only 
scientific attitude when it comes to the future of computers 
and IT is “wait and see. " 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 
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BELIEVE ST OR NOT 


ft In 1845, founders of Boston City stipulated that citizens 
wishing to have a bathe should get a 'prescription” from 
doctors allowing them to do that. 

ft ft Hr fr it 

& In 1881, a horse in Tennessee was convicted to be burnt 
alive on the pretext that it had practised magic. That 
kind of judgement was actually put into practise so as to 
expurgate foe animal’s body from foe devil which was 
believed to bold a place in its heart. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

fr In Hamburg, a German native wo re a 1,000-metre 
bride’s bead-veil' carried by, 650 children. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

& An American soldier lost bis own cup of coffee during 
World War O in Italy and could accidentally restore it 
when he vcited the country as a tourist after 40 years. 
The soldier’s'' name was engraved on foe loip! 

ft fr ft ft ft 

fr The Cobra’s “venom ” can kHTiw elephant. 

& it' & it it 

LETS LEARN ARABIC 


The weather 


— How hot it is! Ya late mm taks tear! 

— Pm perspiring very much. Ana aarak katiran .. 

— What season do you like best? 

Ma beya ef fussool allati tobfoboha? 

— What a lovely spring we have bad! 

Ya late min rabi’ jameei! 

— I don’t like whiter at ail. I^iohihboal shittaittukan. 

— As for me, I prefer summer to winter. 

Biumsba lee, ofaddri essaif anisb shHaa. 

— In summer, foe days are pleasant. 

El ayyam jameeht Os salt. 

— In the evening you may enjoy nice walks. 

#if hmww mmnken tistamtP binozba jameehu 

— What does the forecast say this morning. 

Maze takod a# nasbra al-jawwiya ***** risabah? 

— There is no substantial change in temperature today. 

La yoojad tagayyor mabaoos tee darqjet el barren baza al 

yoam, 

ft it ft ft it 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

Colour blindness 

— An incurable defect of vision that reduces the ability to 
discriminate one colour from another. 

— Is cither congenital or acquired. 

— Absence of one or more pigments , which are most 
sensitive to red, green or blue light, results in colour 
blindness. 

— A sex-linked characteristic, about 20 times more com- 
mon in males. Statistics show that from 2 to 6 per cent 
of males suffer from foe defect. 

— Women cannot suffer from the defect unless both 
parents have foe same defect. 

TYPES.* Red blindness affects the ability to discrimin- 
ate red and green; blue blindness affects blue and 
yellow; green blindness affects the green range of the 
spectrum. 

Qms* of congenital colour blindness is not known, 
although it probably arises from some defect in the 
retmal receptors. 

— Toxic conditions caused by excessive smoking lead 
poisoning, etc., can lead to colour blindness. 

TIME FOR FUN 

sfr The tall gentleman in foe dress suit was down on his 
hands and knees beneath foe lamp post, apparently 
looking tor something. He mumbled and shook his head 


despairingly. A policeman patrolling bis beat strolled by 
and inquired Lose something, chum?" 

“ Yesh bkcuped the man, “ I losht a watch.” 

The policeman bent over and helped look for it. After 
about ten minutes foe policeman said, “Are you sure 
you lost it here?” 

T didn’t lose h here, ” said foe man , T dropped it two 
blocks down foe avenue 

The policeman straightened up precipitously. “Then 
why m heaven’s name are you looking for it here?” be 
■ demanded. 

“ The light ain’t so good down there,” the man ex- 
plained. 

ft fr ft & fr 

ft The optometrist -adjusted the patient’s new eyeglasses 
. carefully and jsaidadth a note of .satisfaction, .VThere, 
now you’ll be able to read without straining your eyes. ” 

The man looked a little doubtful. . 

“You mean TU be able to read without going to 
school?” be asked. 

ft ft ft ft fr 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 

GALLOWS: Most sources agree that this is a dream of 
contrary and will be followed by a period of general good 
hide, as in the hanging rhyme; 

To see someone banged, or 
to be hung yourself. 

Is absolute promise of increase 
in pelf. 

And however uncomfortable may 
be foe sensation. 

One cannot have doubt of a just 
elevation. 

ft ft- ft ft ft 

DEATH: If you dreamed of being dead yourself, it 
indicates an approaching release from all your worries 
and/or a recovery from illness. If you spoke with someone 
who is dead, you will soon bear very good news. To dream 
of a death frequently signifies news of a birth. To be aware 
of a dead person you cannot identify portends an inheri- 
tance which may not be personal but could be indirectly 
beneficial. 

ft ft ft ft ft 


PUZZLES 


(I) Can you name foe animals from their descriptions? 
a- a camel-like animal with a sheep-like head and a 
revolting habit of spitting. 

b- Stupid and tailless, the original of a favourite toy. Its 
feet are adapted for climbing and it has a woolly coat. 

(II) LINE UP: 

Rearrange the letters in each row to form a word so 
that the three columns (Indicated by arrows) also form 
words. 


All R F U E 1 


Iff A I R I II E 


3? E S T X K E 

PE H S E X £ 


K A 3 0 D 01I 


C A E I C O 2 


K A L 2 I £ I I I II 


17/ be there for your wedding 


ByE. Yaghi 

A relative of ours got married Iast m Friday so my spouse 
and I rode in the wedding procession to foe bride’s house 
where we indeed up foe bride and escorted her to the 
i wedding car, and then off we all went to foe groom’s house 
where foe ceremony was held. It turned out to be a festive 
occasion where buses loaded with singing .and clapping 
celebrants busied foe streets of Amman. 

People put on their best dofocs and spirits and for a 
white , forgot their troubles and cares. The mother of the 
bride rode in the car betide the honoured guest, her 
daughter, and beamed smiles of happiness that she was 
able to wed her child at 16 because she still bad a list of 
unwed females at home who needed to be married. 

My own spirits were somewhat uplifted by the colourful 
dofocs that everyone wore as well as foe contagious joyous 
feelings. A few cars ahead of us, a photographer fUmed the 
entire proceedings and kept his camera on the wedding car 
until the procession completed its journey. At the end of 
the trip, the car I rode in pulled up to a small bouse that 
bad witnessed many weddings. Some people escorted the 
bride out of foe car and up foe winding stairs to foe roof 
where the women positioned themselves as dose as they 
possibly could to the bridal seat. As soon as she arrived, foe 
recorder blared its loudest and females of all ages began to 
dap, sing ami dance. The photographer made himself 
available and didn’t seem to miss any footage in capturing 
the events as they occurred. 

The bride sat down on ter regal chair 'and after a short 
time, the bridegroom arrived, encircled by dancing and 
dapping enthusiasts. While the groom seated himself next 
to bis bride, I imagined a wedding that was to take place on 
the same day many miles across a distant sea in my former 
land. Yes, my son decided to wed an American girl and I 
would not be there to help celebrate bis wedding. A few 
days ago , be bad called by phone and informed us of, “ I 
decided to get married on Friday.” 

Stunned, I replied, “but'} this is such short notice! Are 
you sure this A what you want? And bow about your 
studies ?” 

His voice seemed strange and so far away when be 
answered: “Don’t worry! Iam going to finish, God willing, 
and my bride says that she wants to work to help me. She is 
also morally supporting me and told me ' that if she has a 


dollar ; she rill tear it in two and gore me,fodff” 

Well, I pess that my son and his wife-to-be bad 

everything tore or less figured out and that an ything I said 

would be eiter of little use or ignored completely, ft was 
simply too te to stop the wedding or change bis mind, nor_ 
that either ccdd have been accomplished anyway. And so 
there I was af stony son said good-bye. /eft with a dangling 
phone in my /aid and a forlorn feeling in my heart. How 
many times hail insisted to my sons to “ Never many a 
foreigner! Manta girl from your own country who win be 
used to- the sanfthings you are and who wilt Mvc here at 
you do. A forcgjer may not want to accept your way of life 
or even like ittyre or be willing to come here in foe first 

pace!” 7 

But by novphave discovered that children usually do 
exactly the oposite of what they are told. Somtwhorc- 
akmg foe line) should have tried reverse psychology, but 
that too probaly would have backfired. Next day after my 
son’s startlingnews, my daughter who lives in the same 
city, called. 

“What do yu think? Is there any hope of canceling this 
marriage?” I iked in a pleading voice. 

“ Not really, ’ she answered. “It’s a little too late for that, 
but don’t worry J. think my brother will be happy! There is 
going to be a staff ceremony in foe local masque and 
afterwards, I infted them to my bouse for darner. By 
Monday, you knw^ x foey both have to he back at foe 
uorVersity for focbdgnning of the fall semester 

“Oh,” I said, m/ vtfee, weak and small. " But why so 
soon, so suddenly T’ \ 

“This relationship hasbeen going on and off fora while. 
I tried to talk my bietbehiut of it but it was no use. I even 
broke down and cried anae told me that this is bis Gfo and 
that this is what he wan\ ” 

So, that was it. Too he to do anything about the 
wedding, too late to even gbnd see it. The best I could do 
would be to pray for his hapfaess and be with him in sprit. 

In the hot crowded rook the tinging end dancing 
continued. I tried to forgetyy own son’s wedding end 
focus on foe one in front of m&There the bride and groom 
sat just as my own son and bispide would celebrate their 
own wedding. Although yo\ surprised me by your 
announcement my son, I have etermined to be with you 
on your wedding and I will suag'pd c lap for you if only in 
my dreams ! \ 
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8*theopk Next Door 


8*0 Too C3oae For Comfort 


Henry is having * hard time 
with .Jus father . who. keeps 
getting tired from every old 
people’s borne he is put in. 

9:18 HJLLF. 


To Everything There Is A 
Season 

18*8 News In Eaglisb 
1808 Movie Of The Week 


American Dreamer 


Starring: Jw-Beth 




, Walter’s wife, gets 
ben she Ends ooi that 


j augiwflcu sue n nos ©m mai 
* Walt\has rented their apart 

"H vrtif 

^ ‘^9*0 And Places 




Kathy and Kevin are living} 
together. Kathy wins a story * 
writing award and a trip to 
Paris, France. Kevin /erases 
to go with ter so she travels 
alone. 


Hand Of Thm 


808 Bead Of The Oa as 


You've Got A Friend 

Sarah and Arvid are chosen 
for the National Science Prize 
id Washington for their joint 
project 


Doubts 


The Discomfort Zone 

Detective Dicky is in trouble. 
He is accused of badfy beat- 
ing a Hispanic man during a 
Spit 

18*8 News In Bgift* 

1800 The One Gune 

Nicolas finds out that his 
ex-wife Jenny is still in love 

with him and tries to help ter 
have Magnos and return to 
him . 


Friday at 8:30 


9*8 fymocn tary — Voya- 
8 er J 

y(r Watteckity Of Kowloon 

This eppde talks about the 
city of Dwlooo in foe heart 
of HonuCong and how it is 
an isoidd dty from the en- 
tire wok. 

10*8 /V|5 In Rn gifeii 
18*0 GW Performance 

i 

Fred Asfre's Song Book 

I 

In this otkanding retrospec- 
tive, we J Mow Bred Astaire 
through J decade of new 
Sims, hn television debut, 
and man^new partners in- 
cluding Ra Hayworth , Betty 
Hutton, IhJie Caron, Audry 
Hepburnjnd his television 
partner Brrie Chase. 


18*0 Feature FBm — **Tbe 
Last Bit” 


Starring: Bryan Brown and 
Brooke Adams 


8*0 Step By Step 

Caroll opens a beauty parlour 
and asks her husband to assist 
her. 

9:10 Documentary — The 
Drew Machine 

The Paper Back Computer 

Ths episode talks about how 
the advent of the PC changed 
the face of die universe since 
1984. 


10*0 News In Ryfitfc 
19*0 Mini-Series — TheOut- 


magazine , several people 
from his family start fighting 
over who is going to run the 
publication , 

Monday, Sept. 6 


0*0 The Golden Girls 


Wednmslay, Smpk. 8 

*&Ni&£onrt 


' weenl 

1 


[/, Returning Qf 


Judge Sto 
foe little 1 
away but 


s worried about 
Leon who runs 
m returns. 


FfomHeroToTh^ha^acy toy - 


8*0 IPs A Wacky World .A Death In The Family 

^ Starring: John Dnttme and 

*J»V«*** C^Ror* 

I After foe death of John Dorl- 

News la Engtish fy, the owner of a weekly 


Blanch meets a soldier who 
has just returned from war. 

9:10 Tturtysomething 

Another Country 

In this episode Nancy pub- 
lishes her children's book and 
becomes a very famous wri- 
®er, but unfortunately after 
some medical exams she finds 
out that she has cancer. 

10*0 News In EngBsb 

18*0 French Mini-Series — . 
Le Gerfout 

Khg Louis XVI helps Le 
Gerfaut and bis Indian friend - 
to run away from the Bastille 
Prison, and announces to the 
public that they are dead. 


* 

todesl 


Les A 


TJis epsode alks about bow 
hfc in Europe and the U.S . 
has conpfoafy changed fol- 
towmgWoi War I 

18*0 tejs in Eng&h 

10*0 Abenden 

- _ 1 
V 

The Dar Woman 

The Ashoden stories, about 
a gcnwhose adventurous 
WorldS tar I assignments 
took run through Europe 
and into ts Russian Revolu- 
tion itself .'a this first episode 
Astondonis recruited info 
foe Sea&Service and finds 
himself ifla cat-and-moose 
game invoting forgery and 
escape atttjpts. i 
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Zola’s Germinal goes on cinema screens soon 


Germinal, a superproduction by 
Claude Berrl, Is due to be out by 
me end of summer 1993. It prom- 
ises to be the cinema event of the 
year, in France. 
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with revoMonarj' songs, red 

dap, axes and raised fists 
...The producer and director, 
Claude Beni , mode Germin- 
al in. the very place where 
Zola had located the action 
of his novel. 

Itis a colossal him, with six 
months of shooting, a bril- 
liant cast, thousands of extras 
and the biggest budget in the 
whole history of French due - 
.ma — 160 ntiUion francs. 

After The Old Man and 
the Child and after Jean de 
Florette, why Germinal? 
"Because the first time tread 
this book about the life of 
miners last century / was 
deeply moved”, Bern re- 
plies. "I thought of my 
lather, a farrier-worker m 
Paris, who so much resem- 
bled die men in the mine who 
were revolted, by their inhu- 
man and unjust condition”. 

In addition to the miners. 


like Emile Zola, Claude Ber- 
ti wants to dedicate this work 
to all the oppressed people 
on earth. The director in- 
tends to stick as close as 
possible fo the naturalist wri- 
ter's work , . for whom tire 
mine was the Minotaur, a 
monster daily devouring its 
ration of human flesh, deep 
in its maze. 

The action takes place 
around 1860. The young 
worker, Etienne Lander, 
who was fired from his work- 
shop because of his “social 
idea s” went to work in a 
mine in order to survive. 

A strike breaks out. Etien- 
ne leads the movement He 
arouses his companions to 
whom he announces the 
dawning of “a springfor tee 
world of workers”. The min- 
ers and their wives go mad. 
They smash everything and 
kW. The troops are called in 
to reestablish order and they 
fire into the crowd, causing 


deaths. 

The revolt is put down. 
The strike foils. But defeat is 
only apparent, for “a black , 
- vengeful arm was slowly ger- 
minating in the furrows, and 
growing for the harvest of the 
future century, whose ger- 
mination would shortly burst 
through the earth”. 

The producer and director, 
Claude Bern, had one of 
tease country pits, of the 
pre-industrial era, which 
opened up in the middle of 
fields, right onto the veins of 
coal, built in the heart of the 
Valenciennes region, 300 
kilometres north of Paris. It 
is tire mine of Voreux, de- 
scribed in the book. 

f a f wnu ttiBal kfufm w 

Today, these primitive in- 
stallations have disappeared 
beneath tee grass. So arc- 
hives bad to be consulted in 
order to reconstruct the 
Voreux mine and its installa- 
tions as faithfully as possible. 
The result is striking. Be- 
neath a soot-black sky, which 
sets the tone for the film, the 
shape of the pit-bead stands 
out, containing tee cage in 
which bunches of humans 
pile in on their way to the 
bottom. 


There is the huge chimney 
of the steam boiler which 
provides the necessary pow- 
er, spewing forth its dark 
swirls of moke, the stalls for 
tee horses which poll tire 
wagons, the “sorters” slaving 
on the surface, in their dogs 
in the blackish mud, while, 
600 metres below their feet, 
their men and their sons , rip 
out blocks of coal from tee 
vein. 

The extras on the set of 
Germinal (and there is a 
thousand of them in certain 
scenes) are all locals tom the 
black country. Many of them, 
who axe retired today, spent 
many years “down below”. 
They, and their fathers and 
grandfathers before them, 
experienced fatal roof-faDs, 
firedamp and silicosis which 
eats away at the lungs. 

To play the part of tee 
hero, Etienne Lantier, the 
director decided to take a risk 
by giving the part to the 
singer Renaud, whose anar- 
chical songs have bad a lot of 
sucess and who has never 
acted in cinema before. “Ber- 
ri had been on at me for years 
to accept tee part”, Renault 
relates. “He kept telling me 
that nobody else would do 


and that, without me, he 
would never make the film 
that he had been dreaming of 
for so long. Each time I 
would brush him off. I finally 
tired of fighting and ggve in”. 

The result is that those who 
were present on tee set dur- 
ing filming agree that the 
singer is a marvel in the rags 
of a miner, . With bis pick-axe 
in his fist and rage on his lips 
in the riot, be has completely 
identified with the character 
created by Zola: " A good- 
looking boy with very dark 
hair and strong-looking de- 
spite Ms tiny limbs”. 

Renault manages to make 
one fburget tee fashionable 
singer, technicians assert. It 
is true tear he is not a profes- 
sional and does not have tee 
technique of an actor , they 
say, " but the revolt tear he 
has naturally inside himself 
and which comes to tee sur- 
face spontaneously, predes- 
tined him for the part. That is 
obvious!” 

Another key part in Ger- 
minal is played by Gdrard 
Depardieu. He acts Le 
Mabcu, an important person 
in tee Voreux mine, who, 
together with his wife. La 
Mabeude (played by the re- 



A 


markable actress Miou Miou) 
is won over by the younger 
prophet announcing “ the 
springtime of the humane- 
ness of work”. 


af, based on EmJBe Zola’s 
p i e ce, depicting tea fife of miners 
in tee 19th Century 


G6rard Depardieu, who is 
of international stature as an 
actor, wears the miner’s cap 
with just as much ease as he 
holds Cyrano de Bergerac's 


pen or wears Admiral Col- 
umbus's costume , scanning 
the horizon at the prow of the 
Santa Maria — L’Actualite 
En France. 
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Fail films: Using books and plays, movies suddenly turn serious 
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| By John Horn 

■*. . * The Associated Press 

. -H LOS ANGELES — When 
; Hollywood wants to make 
— . — . J serious movies, it knows just 
' where to look — it looks 
elsewhere. 

With Labour Day 
approaching and the summer 
film season winding down , 
the studios are making an 
ty. Sept artistic abont-face. Instead of 
calculated crowd pleasers 
such as Jurassic Bark,. In The 
Line Of Fire and The Fugi- 
tive , the faB movie Mneup is 
1 ' " ” “ filled with distinctly intelfi- 

~ - * *-gent, high-minded works. 

-t But only a handful of these 
•"* -sfifens wercbomon the back 

lot. Some of the more not- 
able foil releases — - The Joy 
t irsd ft Lock Club , Short Cuts,Six 
Degrees Of Separation — are 
tsceue* - * not based on original screen- 

plays. Instead, these and a 
half-dozen other autumn 
moyies are adapted from hit 
*.*- ptoys and acclaimed novels or 
short stories. 

With kids back in school, 

. , • . ‘‘foil moviegoers are generally 
.. . * m oIder and. crave more soph-- 

. • : isticated works. Trouble is, a 


filmmaker rarely stumbles 
across a script that will satisfy 
this audience and these 
tastes. Most screenplays, in 
fact, are cookie-cutter varia- 
tions on familiar themes. 

So Hollywood producers 
tom to Broadway and book- 
shelves. 

'They sort of have to, be- 
cause they cant come up with 
anything that is serious on 
. their own,' says Robert Alt- 
man, who adapted Short Cuts 
.from the pensive stories of 
Raymond Carver. “Yon 
dont just sit down and knock 
off a rather pro found piece of 
work.” 

Says Red Schepisj, tee , 
director of Six.-D^ees^ff^ 
Separation: ‘It’s veryfiard to 
convince Hollywood to attqw- 
you to write original or diffe- 
rent materiaL They also have 
tins disease called tire three- 
week rewrite. When you 
have something rewritten 
that fast, it cant be as deep as 
.a novel that's taken three 
years to write.” 

While there will be several 
lowbrow fall action films 
(Demolition Man with 


Sylvester Stallone and Wes- 
ley Snipes, Bruce Willis in 
Striking Distance), adapta- 
tions will play a prominent 
role from now through 
November 

* ■ 2 — In The Age Of The 
Innocence, director Martin 
Scorsese retells Edith Whar- 
ton's Pulitzer Prize-winning 
novel. His performers in- 
dude Mkheue Pfeiffer and 
Daniel Day-Lewis. 

— David Cronenberg 
directs Jeremy Irons in M. 
Butterfly, based on David 
Henry Hwang's Tony-win- 
ning drama of sexual decep- 
tion and obsession. It is only 


>'s wistful novel about 
an Unglisb butler. The cast is 
headed by Anthony Hopkins 
and Emma Thompson. 

Of course, simply adapting 
a i day or novel is rarely a 
painless process. Some 
books, such as Michael 
Crichton's Jurassic Park or 
John Grisham’s The Rim are 
so straightforward and 
cinematic they translate easi- 
ly to the screen. 

Other works are for more 
complicated. 

The Remains Of The Day 
on paper is essentially an 
extended monologue of re- 
miniscences. Thanks to Rob- 


tbe second film Cronenbergs binst- whrid style, Everr-Cow- 
(Dead Ringers) directed thatmzgiris .Gct.^rhe. Bfues-i-is as 
tee didn't write himself. ■ o'o much an exercise' in writing as 
— Even Cowgirls Get The it is in storytettinig, and The 
Blues, Tom Robbins ’ wild Joy Lock Club is a compli- 


novel about a hitchhiker and 
a lot more, is being adapted 
by Gus Van Sant (My Own 
Private Idaho). It stars 
Keanu Reeves and Uma 
Thurman. , 

— The dhector-scieenwri- 
ter-producer trio that made 
Howards End is adapting The 
Remains Of The Day, Kazoo 


catcd compendium of many 
intersecting fives. 

"You know you have 
something that's already 
working and is very power- 
ful,” Wayne Wang, who 
directed Amy Tan in Ron 
Bass' adaption of " The Joy 
Luck Club, says of Tan's 
novel of the same name. But 


the book, Wang says, is epi- 
sodic and complex. 

Those attributes, however, 
are part of what Wang con- 
siders the movie's appeal. “I 
think it's good that there's a 
change. People are probably 
getting tired of all the action 
movies and slapstick com- 
edies,” he says. 

“Fall is generally the time 
we move into films that are a 
little more serious.” 

Altman was confronted by 
an even more sprawling 
source. Unlike the families in 
Tan's novel, the people in 
Carver's nine separate stories 
aren't related by blood. 
'Rather; ‘Ahman’b'Sbmt Cuts 
- is jmiritir^wi^2B-chmapteis 
united by experience, r acci- 
dent and geography. It also 
runs 3 hours, seven minutes. 

Not a standard summer 
film, but right at home in the 
foil. 

“I would have hated my 
film to be released in the 
summer. I wouldn't have 
allowed it,” Altman says. 
“ The tenor of attitude 
changes in the autumn . 

“ 1 don't think this is a 


typical movie. But any prog- 
ress or change has to come 
from something atypical.” ■ 

While Wang's film closely 
follows Tan's novel, Alt- 
man's film is an interpreta- 
tion, rather than a translitera- 
tion, of Carver’s prose. Simi- 
larly, Six Degrees of Separa- 
tion starts in some places 
where John Guare's play 
stops. 

Adapted by Guam, the 
film follows a wealthy New 
York family whose borne and 
life is transformed by a visitor 
who proves too good to be 
true.” 

“I just think it is such a 
xrtarvetous play of ■ ideas,” 
rieaysxtt rector Schepisi. Never- 
theless, he adefr, it needed to 
■be adapted -for the screen, 
not just filmed on stage. 

“ You'll be amazed at how 
much the same it is and how 
different it is in presenta- 
tion,” Schepisi says. 

There's only one concern 
with so many refined movies 
coming out at tee same time, 
Schepisi says: “All the good 
ones will come out and kW 
one another off.” 


List of fall movies 

A list of some movies opening this foil. Same films wBl 
debut m a limited number of cities with additional locations 
added at a later date. Release dates are subject to change. 

— Sept. 3: Calendar Girl, Fortress 

— SepL 8: The Joy Luck dub 

— SepL Uk True Romance, Money For Nothing, 
Undercover Blues, M. Butterfly, The Last Party, Mother’s 
Boys 

— SepL 17: The Age Of The InnocenceJMe And The Kid, 
Airborne, The Real McCoy, Into The West 

— SepL 24: Striking Distance, Bopba, The Good Son, 
The Programme. 

— Oct. 1: MaOce, For Love Or Money, Cool Runnings, 
Freaked 

— Oct 3: £bort\Cuts^ . - 

— OcL ft Fatal tnstSoct, Demolition Man, Mr. Jones, 
Mr. Nanny, Gettysburg, 

— Oct; Sk Farewell My Concubine 

— Oct. 15: Cabin Boy, Sugar Hitt, Fearless, Mother 9 * 
Boys 

— OcL 17: The Snapper 

— Oct. 22: Sis Degrees Of Separation, lodgement Night 

— ..Oct 29: Ghost In The Machine 

— Nov. 3: Tim Burton's The Nightmare Before Christ- 
mas, Even Cowgirls Get The Blues 

— Nov. 5: The Remains Of The Day, Flesh And Bone, 
Robocop 3, Look Who's Talking Now, Man's Best Friend. 


Euphoria as Ireland’s biggest rock show comes home 
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By Paul Msjendie 

~ Reuter 

DUBLIN — Bill Clinton 
raves about them, Salman 
.Rushdie says they’re great 
tand David Bowie drinks they 
will keep on rocking until this 
2ist century. 

Two ntittion people have 
seen their show in 100 con- 
certs around the world and 
now U2 , Ireland's best 
known export since the in- 
vention of Guinness stout 
beer, are back tor a hefty 
dose of hometown adulation. 

In ait industry where 
hyperbole is king , they are 
■billed as the world's biggest 
-rock group staging the largest 
show on Earth. 

But the accolades and the 
"statistics make impressive 


reading on the “ Zooropa ” 
show which intersperses their 
rock anthem bits with Eve 
phone, calls to the White 
House and video linkups with 
the war-wounded in 
Sarajevo. 

Mr. Clinton, who met the 
group during his campaign 
for the U.S. presidency , said: 
“I found them to be passion- 
ate in their beliefs, dynamic 
and extremely hard work- 
ing.” 

. David Bowie, one of pop's 
great survivors, says of U2: 
“They might just be a// sham- 
rocks and Deutschmarks to 
some but I feel they are one 
of the few rock bands even 
attempting to hint at a world 
winch will continue past the 
next great wall — tee year 
2000.” 



Salman Rushdie, facing an 
Iranian death threat because 


of his novel Satanic Verses, 
was invited on stage by U2 in 


London this month. It was his 
biggest ever public appear- 
ance. 

“Not many novelists ever 
experience what it’s Eke to 
/ace an audience of over 
70,000 people and — fortu- 
nately for everyone — I 
didn't even have to sing,” he 
told the Irish Times in a 
special supplement com- 
memorating the group’s re- 
turn home for Dublin con- 
certs Friday and Saturday. 

Mr. Rushdie even put in a 
bid for a group name change. 
"Afterwards I suggested that 
perhaps we could rename the 
band U2 Plus One? ME2? — 
But I don't think they were 
for it.” 

I he U2 travelling dreus, 
with its 220-strong road crew 
and 1,200 tonnes of equip- 


ment, uses up enough elec- 
tricity in one show to light an 
Irish town for two nights. Its 
giant lighting towers and 
radio masts have aircraft 
warning lights on them. 

East German Trabant cars 
are suspended on stage, Leni 
Riefenstahl’s Nazi propagan- 
da films are flashed on 
screen, Beethoven’s ninth 
symphony is used as backing 
music for a fast-edit video 
look at 20th century history. 

Bono, lead singer of the 
group, has paused , in the 
show to telephone German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl , 
order takeway pizza for the 
entire audience and talk to 
wounded victims of the Bos- 
nian conflict. 

In a satellite link-up with 
Sarajevo , a Bosnian art drtic 


told Bono: “7 he people of 
Sarajevo used to listen but ail , 
we hear now is tee cry of a 
wounded people 

Bono replied: “We are 
ashamed to be Europeans 
tonight. ” 

Pop fans can join in too. 
During the support act, you 
can drve into one of the 
“video confessionals” at the 
side of the stage and tell all in 
a 20-second film to the 
“video priest” who could in- 
clude you on screen later on. 

. The U2 story began 16 
years ago when four young 
Dublin schoolboys got 
together and named their 
fledging rock group after an 
American spy plane. 

Their eight albums have 
sold countless millions 
around the world and topped 


the charts across continents. 

They followed the Beatles 
and the WHO as only the 
third rock group to be on the 
front cover of Time maga- 
zine. Rolling Stone magazine 
named U2 rock group of the 
1980s. 

John Lennon of the Bea- 
tles enraged people when he 
once said the Liverpool 
group was more popular than 
Jesus Christ. 

The Edge, lead guitarist 
with U2 . was asked by the 
Irish Times if he thought his 
group was more popular than 
Pope John Paul. 

He replied: “It is all show 
business but we are involved 
in a different side of the 
business. He is very good at 
his gig. I hope we are very 
good at ours. ” 
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By Vent Haller 
Reuter 

ROME — Shocked by a 
wave of bomb attacks aga i n st 
some of tee epuatty's best 
known treasures, Italians are 
suddenly paying attention to 
an artistic heritage they have 
generally taken for granted. 

“I family you see only the 
Japanese, French or German 

& Jtotfian museums,” said art 

jmtomn Federico Zen. 
‘■But these bombings 
lute 


BawrBW'iw-orej'iYiCT^jijSf.ijn 








interest; of Italians. They're 
asking “what' are these 
jnuseums ?** 

y Matty mu s eum s have ' re- 
ported an mopcase m visitors 


Italians rediscover art treasures after bombings 


since a car bomb on May 27 
damaged about 60 'paintings 
in Florence's priceless Re- 
naissance Uffizi collection . 

After Florence, another 
scrips' of bombs on July 27 
increased fears that a new 
“ cultural terrorism” bad 
emerged. 

Two car bomb blasts in 
Rome damaged the Baatica 
of St. John Lateran , tee 
pipe’s cathedral in his capac- 
ity as Bishop of Rome, and 
the tiny seventh century 
church of San Giorgio in 
Velahro near tee ancient Ro- 
man Circus Maximus. 

The bombing of the Basili- 
ca, catted “ the mother of all 


churches” and built on the 
site where the Emperor Con- 
stantine erected a church to 
mark' the end of tee persecu- 
tion ofChristians, particular- 
ly shocked Italians. 

San Giorgio, according to 
ancient Roman legend, tits in 
the area where .Romulus 
and Remus — the founders 
of the ancient capital — wens 
found in the care of a sbe- 
wrtif. 

A bomb in Milan that same 
night, which kitted five peo- • 
pie, damaged a museum of 
modem art in tee 18th cen- 
tury royal palace not for foom 
the city’s magnificent cathed- 
ral. . 

Such targets, in Italy, are 


only too plentiful. 

Accorwrg to the United 
Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO), the country 
is home to more than half of 
tile world's cultural heritage. 

Mr. Zeri bemoaned the 
fact that much of it is neg- 
lected and, at 72, has devoted 
a career to poking and prod- 
ding the Culture Ministry to 
improve the way it manages 
monuments, archaeolopcal 
sites and the state’s 800 
museums. 

t “In Italy, you can talk but 
your words disappear like a 
stone in a pond, ” he said in 
an interview at his art-fitted 


villa on a hillside outside 
Rome. 

The prominent historian is 
furious that no official record 
is kept of works of art and 
outraged that churches and 
monuments near the homes 
of politicians often are res- 
tored before buildings of 
greater artistic importance. 

“They have spent billions 
(of Ere) to restore trash only 
because that trash was close 
to the homes of certain poli- 
tical tycoons” he said. 

Mr. Zeri said Italy's artistic 
treasures had been neglected 
for decades by an antiquated 
bureaucracy and “an ignor- 
ant middle class,” which he 
said had little interest in his- 


tory and left museum-going 
to foreign tourists. 

He also complained about 
tile predominance of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in Italy. 

“Religious objects, which 
are very numerous in Italy, 
are only seen as a religious 
image not as works of. art.” 

Mr. Zen's complaints have 
been taken up by Culture 
Minister Alberto Ronchey, 
who recently appointed him 
to a panel of art experts who 
act as “ super-consultants " to 
the ministry. 

Mr. Ronchey , a former 
journalist who assumed the 
culture post a year ago, has 
won praise for his single- 


minded and sometimes con- 
troversial approach to impro- 
ving the state of Italy's artis- 
tic treasures. 

However, he has . not 
escaped Italy’s widespread 
cornxption inquiries, which 
indude probes of the award- 
ing of restoration contracts 
under previous culture minis- 
ters. 

He was notified last month 
of an ihvestrgatron into a plan 
to buy for the nation an 
abandoned 19th century villa 
in Rome at what is consi- 
dered an elevated juice. 

In bis capacity as minister ; 
be angered Italy’s pop stars 
by banning all rod: concerts 
at Verona's ancient arena , 


vibrations from am- 
musk posed a risk to 
the monument. 

Mr. Ronchey also set of 
widespread gnimbfing among 
state museum workers when 
he ordered museums to re- 
main open a foil day , insteac 
of just mornings, andstoppec 
them closing on holidays. 

Italians are apparently non 
expressing greater interest in 
the museums but Mr. Zen 
also offered a more gloomy 
explanation for the re ceni 
outpouring of popular sup 
port. 

“People love the scene ofi 
crime. It could just be morbk 
interest, ” he said. 
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Mental lapses ‘ may promote accidents ’ in left-handers 


By Malcolm Ritter 

The Associated Press 
TORONTO — Left-handed 
people may be more 
accident-prone than right- 
handers , and one reason may 
be a sligiitly greater tendency 
toward minor mental lapses , 
a new study suggests. 

In the study of 2,379 male 
navy enlisted personnel, peo- 
ple who said they bad more 
lapses also reported more 
accidents , and southpaws re- 
ported having more lapses 
and more accidents than 
right-handers. 

The lapses are 44 minor 
mental mistakes that any of 
us would make when we’re 
perhaps tired or distracted,” 


said study author Gerald Lar- 
son. They could lead to mis- 
haps because “we kind of 
lose track of what we’re 
doing,” be said . 

Dr. Larson, who did the 
work with colleagues at the 
Navy Personnel Research 
and Development Centre in 
San Diego , Calif., discussed 
it in an interview before pre- 
senting it at the annual meet- 
ing of die American Psycho- 
logical Association . 

Paul Satz, chief of the 
neuropsychology programme 
at the Neuropsychiatric Insti- 
tute and Hospital at the Uni- 
versity of California , Los 
Angeles, Medical School , 
said be found the work in- 


teresting and provocative. 

But in a telephone inter- 
view be cautioned that the 
conclusions should not be 
accepted without more scru- 
tiny, because the study has 
limitations that could have 
biased the results. 

Dr. Larson, who a right- 
handed, stressed that the 
study was not an official De- 
fence Department project 
and said die findings cannot 
be applied to every left- 
bander. 

He said mental lapses can 
be considered evidence of 
distractability, and that they 
should be included as one 
possible explanation for acci- 
dent rates among southpaws. 


Past suggestions had blamed 
equipment designed largely 

for right-handers. 

Some prior work has found 
more traffic accidents among 
people with more mental 
lapses. Dr. Larson and col- 
leagues noted. 

Mr. Larson said such 
lapses would not be a result 
of being left-handed. Instead, 
he said, whatever biological 
factors produced the left- 
handedness may also produce 
the lapses. 

Participants in the study 
tilled out questionnaires that 
asked about such minor men- 
tal lapses as forgetting why 
they went from one room to 
another, failing to see a pro- 
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Report finds no health risk 
in drinking water fluoride 


By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Dis- 
counting studies that say 
there are health risks from 
fluoride in drinking water, a 
National Research Council 
(NRC) panel said there is no 
credible evidence tt it the 
chemical causes cana. r, kid- 
ney disease or birth defects. 

Dr. Bernard M. Wagner, a 
New York University School 
of Medicine professor and 
chairman of the NRC com- 
mittee, said that the only 
proven barm to health from 
fluoride-laced drinking water 
that his panel could find was 
an increase in staining or 
pitting of tooth enamel, a 
condition known as dental 
fluorosis. About 10 per cent 
of Americans experience 
tooth staining in a “ very mild 
to mild ” form, be said. 

“The overwhelming be- 
nefits of fluoride in water in 
terms of preventing caries, 
allowing young children to 
have a life of good teeth and 
maintaining those teeth into 
older life , hr outweighs the 
small percentage of our 
population that shows fluoro- 


sis,” said Prof. Wagner. 

An Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) standard 
of no more than 4 parts per 
million of fluoride in drinking 
water was viewed by the com- 
mittee as “appropriate.” But 
the panel said this standard 
should be changed if new 
research indicated it. 


American cities began 
adding fluoride to their water 
supply in the 1940s after re- 
search suggested it would re- 
duce dental decay among the 
young. It is estimated that 
about 132 million Americans 
now use drinking water with 
fluoride levels above .7 parts 
per million, considered the 
minimum beneficial level. 


The NRC committee said it 
is unable to gauge the true 
fluoride exposure that Amer- 
icans experience because the 
chemical is present in foods, 
beverages and a wide array oi 
dental products. In addition, 
fluoride often is applied dur- 
ing visits to a dentist. 

As a result, said Prof. 
Wagner , the committee cal- 
, led _ for . continued, stuffy to 
: j4ekeimihe jfzrtifetime eXpo- 
'jsux$ to low levels of fluoride 


could be harmful. 

The committee found some 
studies that suggested that a 
long-term exposure to 
fluoride caused an increased 
tendency toward hip or ver- 
tebrae fracture after age 80. 

Prof. Wagner said the stu- 
dies are inconclusive, but 
noted, “it would be impor- 
tant for us to know whether 
fluoride in some way is re- 
sponsible or not.” He said 
the National Institute of 
Health are now organising a 
long-term study on the ques- 
tion of fluoride and hip frac- 
ture. 

• Fluoridation has been 
attacked for decades by 
groups that say the chemical 
is a poison that is forced on 
people when it is put in the 
drinking water. The Centre 
for Health Action , an asso- 
ciation of anti-fluoride 
groups , and the Safe Water 
Foundation, have continually 
opposed efforts to introduce 
tire chemical into municipal 
water supplies. 

Two years ago, a study by 
the National Toxicology 
Programme found that ^higb 
levels of tiuoride caused can- 
cer in a small percentage of 


male rats. 

Dr. John Yiamouyannis, 
president of the Safe Water 
Foundation, held a news con- 
ference at that time and said 
the study was only one of 
many that have shown 
fluoride can cause cancer. 

Susan Pare, tire Centre for 
Health Action’s president, 
also claimed then that 
tiuoride did not reduce tooth 
decay. 

Neither Dr. Yiamouyian - 
nis, Ms. Pare or others in the 
Safe Water Foundation or 
the Centre for Health Action 
responded Tuesday to repe- 
ated telephone calls. 

In the NRC report, the 
committee said the National 
Toxicology Programme’s 
work and hundreds of other 
research efforts were evalu- 
ated in a study that took 10 
montits. 

The National Research 
Council is the operating 
agency of the National 


Academy of Sciences, a pri- 
char- 


vate, congrvssionally 
tered organisation that does 
research for the government. 
The tiuoride study, was sup- 
ported by the EPA, officials 
said. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


CELEBRITY REQUESTS 
By Henry Snhr handler 


ACROSS 
1 Shepard or King 
5 "I' — nHhon...' 

10 Eskimo house: 
var 

14 Ena my 

17 Mamar- 

18 Claw 

20 forecan word 

21 Dra.' gp. 

22 AcMca to comic 

actor regarding 

acceptance 

speech 

26 Facial spasm 

27 GuBWe one 

28 Marshy ground 

29 Leave Dy wtl 
31 Munich's river 
33— straws 

35 Discourteous 

36 Warning to "Fatal 
Attraction ' 
actress 


44 Dickons' pen 
name 

45 Bonng tool 

46 No. In Nuremberg 

47 Spectral 

48 In a the 
50 Showed 

mtaresi 
52 Active ones 
55 Latvian capital 
50 Prongs 
58 Lascmoua 
toofco 
60 0bpKt 

62 Gretzky's league: 
abbr 

63 Odors 

65 Puls along 
67 Producer ot 
spectacles? 

69 Encouraging 
words to veteran 
showman 


73 Odd's 
marble 

75 Wylie place 

76 Tamed Back 
BO 109 

61 Flower pari 
83 Rock singer 
John 

66 Aquarkan Itsh 
87 — da capo 
89 Mada over 
91 Fragrant 
nowar 

93 Requirement 

94 Fuwe oak 
96 Acronym (or a 

worker's perk 
98 — a wei hen 

100 Diamonds 

101 Attractive otter to 


107 Layer of rack 

108 Chessmen 

109 Having < hn 
113 Bryant or 

Loos 

116 Pouta command 

120 Btarnd 

121 Pleasant gi e ating 
to ecoaas-afeiger 

124 r 
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106 To — 

{imartmoustyl 


125 WsA-nwnnared 
one 

126 Otoraputatiie 

127 "And gorgeous, 
an the — 
imdsummer" 
(Shakespeare) 

126 Born 

129 Mass, motto 
word 

130 Succinct 

131 Weighty vobme 


DOWN 

1 Inqures 

2 Place 

3 Guinness or 
Waugh 

> 4 Serviette 

5 a gfri'" 

6 Triumphant 
exclamations 

7 Near me deck 
B B — iptoca c4 

Fabulous wealth) 
S Dragonfly look- 
akke 

10 Retirement plan 
letters 

11 Attfce 

12 Meoic units 
laSmgUar 

14 — morgana 

15 Skip 

16 Per 

18 Afternoon nap 

23 Ear prom Hence 


24 Cal. river 

25 Poke 
30 Stingier 
32 Stalely 

34 Prufrack's creator 
38 Ol a Greek archi- 
tectural order 

37 Atmospheric layer 

38 Head ol Prance 

39 — one's word 
(trustworthy! 

40 Some grounders 
ere caught after 
IMS 

41 Moran and Gkay 

42 -'Tender Is 
the — " 

43 Panda o( Mm 

44 Belfry dsnizans? 
49 George — (Norm 

on "Cheers"! 

51 Ordinary writing 
53 Asian staple 


54 Gives the cold 
shoulder 

57 F =eong a glacier 
59 Stockholm native 
61 React with smug 

deSghl 

64 VOaln'a 

expression 
66 Egg cover 

58 Ptoywngm Henrik 

70 Do office work 

71 Guide 

72 Punctual 

73 About 

74 Accepted truth 

77 Beer mug 

78 Upright 

79 Miami's county 
<d0 Movie actor. 

James 

82 Speaks, in a way 
B4 Norwegian kmg 
85 Lowest point 


88 Vicinities 
90 Wide's — Grey 
92 Awning 
95 Beautma gvl 
97 Horowitz, e.g. 
99 Berates 

102 rk wMng nqup- 

ment. old style 

103 Not equal 

1 04 Tito phrase 

105 Supplement 

109 Augury 

110 Longest river 
in SpMe 

112 Poetic times 

114 Rend 

115 Does sums 

117 Florence's 
waterfront 

118 Thailand, once 

119 Puma del — 

122 Consumed 

123 A ffirmati ve 



Last Week’s CvypCagrae 


1. Bragging ahoat one’e chol e sterol count fat popular group health chatter. 
. 2. Old man moans, “First to fail we* my oats, then eyeeigtit, eodnow I don't 
smell too good.” 

3. Promising magician lost fhee, space, end Us wife's hanking when slick 
old tablecloth trick went wrong. 

4. By angry BaagremmaMeta. conversat ion mey bceowse “voices rant as." 


Diagramless 19 x i». By cmi* SctmUz 


ACROSS 
1 Petty quarrel 
5 Large amount 
9 Interjection of 
OteOWl 

10 Timid people 

11 Different 

12 Maty Tytor - 

13 “Break — " 


17 


Waugh 

16 Haggler tat the 
army 


19 Dmk too much 

20 Nakhe malarial 

21 Tongue: abbr. 

22 Comic ship dog 

23 Mao — tuna 

24 — 500 
ZSBtdles 

29 Locked up 

32 Knd of wrestling 

33 Benevolent 

34 Plunge 

36 — pm'* i 

37 Paysi 


42 502 
43Tra — 

44 Become very 
angry 

45 Part ptaysd 

47 Group Of Ships 

48 Actor Peter — 
52 Capital of 

Norway 

64 Owned 

57 Group Of 
countries 

58 Melt 


59 Freudian terms 
81 Stewing vessel 
62 Convey as a gHt 
B5D«Wbu»by 
measure 

66 Mr. Disney 

67 Small hooter 

68 Theater acronym 

69 Shakespearean 
king 

70 Footnote word 

71 Tawe scraps 

72 Woman 


motive 


iglwn 
trmme hie 
B Ol 

tor's plea? 
Angeles is 
•art of 02 " 


color 


i summit 


14 H*ynMr 

an 

15 rraifve poem 

16 Carnival 
performers 

18 Beach material 
21 Ftobed 

26 Foamy water 

27 Leave out 

28 Bright star 

30 Substandard 
contraction 

31 Dog warning 


35 Provide with 
some quaSty 

38 Desperately 
urgent 

39 Cup handles 

40 Medicinal 
plant 

41 Lanky 

44 Unexpected 
stack 

46 PH>e connection 

47 Imperfection 

48 Fitzgerald 


50 Croissant 

51 Move fist 

52 Aquatic 
mammals 

53 Worn out 

55 Items tor 
dtacusswn 

56 Speckled 

60 SonSd 

62 Slngis-edged 
tractate 

63 Water vessel 

64 Flat strip 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

LZTYAO OYOWK SNIP LOCNB EBB K E T 8 IB- 
Z11P R 8 B XBZZKG1 HE NOW BROAD LIST. 

— By Bd Haddleeon 

2. OT ZAB SBXC1 GOTI VXACB FI IEOWIE. WRI 

VDHDFGI HBXXTBIDEIB SXACB FI OG 
KXGAKIGWDC E1KDGE. — By Gordon MGDer 

3. FOX TLX BF UNEUTM GAT GAMBIT FRX GM 

OLIAR ADLIMUY MD GHMYGAM DEEDFBMU 
FUN. —By Freak N. Stoln 

4. WPP OFttKTI EPFOTO OUGS GHWP WET 

PATCH DETH 1CGHO SITHAETS KCUGYF 
Y T C A E. —By Eugene T.Kaleeks 
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duct in plain view on a super- 
market shelf, bumping into 
people or forgetting a name. 

They indicated how often 
they bad each of 25 lapses on 
a five-point scale, with points 
ranging from zero fora “nev- 
er” answer to four points for 
“very often.” 

The 231 left-handers in the 
sample reported an average 
of 35.6 points, compared to 
33.4 points tor the 2,148 
right-handers, a statistically 
significant difference. 

In addition, 39 per cent of 
left-handers said they had 
been hospitalised tor injuries, 
versus 29 per cent for right- 
handers, and 27 per cent said 
they had been injured in a 
fall , versus 20 per cent tor 
right-handers. There was no 
significant difference in cita- 
tions tor traffic accidents. 

Analysis found that tor 
both categories of partici- 
pants, those who had re- 


ported more mental lapses 
also tended to report more 
hospitalisations for injury 
■and more injury-producing 
falls. The relationships were 
stronger for left-handers. 

Dr. Satz said potential 
problcms irith the study in- 
dude the facts that partici- 
pants appeared more 
accident-prone than the 
general population and that 
results were based on their 
questionnaire respoosesyritb- 
out independent verification. 

In addition, he said, re- 
searchers excluded ambidex- 
trous people and did not say 
whether the higher average 
score for mental lapses by 
left-handers was due to very 
high scores from a sm all 
group, rather than a more 
general pattern. 

Dr. Larson said Dr. Safa’s 
observations were fair and 
that “there’s certainly more 
work to be done.” 
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Advance towards 
cancer vaccine 


reported 


WASHINGTON (R) — Re- 
searchers have reported 
progress in laboratory anim- 
als towards development of 
vaccines against specific can- 
cers and expressed hope the 
findings could soon be ap- 
plied to humans. 

A team led by doctors 
Robert Fenton and Dennis 
Taub of the National Cancer 
Institute was able to protect 
mice from a particular cancer 
by injecting them with a pro- 
tein derived from mutant 
genes linked to that cancer . 

The scientists now are 
attempting to determine 
whether humans can be simi- 
larly immunised. Dr. Taub 
said. 

“We’re going to conduct 
trials and look for protection 
from specific cancers ;** be 
said in a telephone interview 
adding onfy patients who 
already had cancer would be 
involved in the experiments. 

The report, published in 
the Journal of the National 
Cancer Institute, focused on 
a gene called Ras. 

Mutations of the Ras gene . 
are implicated in some 30 per 
cent of human cancers includ- 
ing most commonly adeno- 
carcinomas of the colon, pan- 
creas and lung but also can- 
cers of the thyroid gland, skin 
and blood . 

The gene plays a role in the 
regulation of cell growth. 


Ras can undergo a variety 
of mutations, each impli- 
cated in a particular type of 
tumour. Mutations cause the 
gene to become constantly 
activated triggering a series 
of events that transform a 
normal cell into a cancerous 
cell. 

The researchers purified 
proteins derived from diffe- 
rent types of mutant Ras 
genes and vaccinated the 
mice by injecting them with 
the proteins. 

To check whether the vac- 
cination worked, they then 
injected the mice with 
tumour cells derived from the 
same type of tumour linked 
to the particular Ras muta- 
tion. 

“ What we found was that 
the mice were protected 
against the tumour,” Dr. 
Taub said. “ This is very signi- 
ficant- We are finding up to 
90 per cent survival in mice. ” 

The team’s work differs 
from other cancer research in 
that it employs a narrow 
focus rather than a broad- 
brush approach. 

While most other resear- 
chers have concentrated on 
ways to trigger a broad im- 
mune system response, able 
to fight a wide range of can- 
cers, the National Cancer In- 
stitute scientists are focusing 
on ways to combatfndividual 
cancers. 


Test for cantier 


recurrence after- 
colon surgeryjs^ 


studjr i 


By Brenda C. Coleman 

The Associated Press 
CHICAGO — A blood test 
commonly used to detect new 
malignandes after surgery for 
colon cancer — rfie second 
leading U.S. cancer killer — 
is virtually worthless, resear- 
chers found in a large new 
study. 

About 500,000 Americans 
now get the test at least once 
add possibly many times after 
colon-cancer surgery, resear- 
chers estimated in the latest 
issue of the Journal of the 
American Medical Associa- 
tion. 

The S 55 test, called CEA 
for 4 ’Caxdnoembryonic Anti- 
gen,” measures blood levels 
of a carbohydrate-protein 
molecule that colon cancers 
may produce in large quanti- 
ties , researchers said. 

Though " the test often 
warns that cancer has reap- 
peared in the colon or else- 
where, it misses many recurr- 
ences. In other patients , ft 
often suggests the presence of 
malignancies when none ex- 
ist , the researchers found. 

When the test result is 
right, it often is too late. And 
when it is wrong, far more 
expensive tests and even 


surgery are needed to rule 
out cancer, they found. 

The researchers, led by Dr. 
Charles G. Moertel of foe 
Mayo Cfinic, studied 1JU6 
colon-cancer patients treated 
after surgery in a number of 
states. 

In 84 per cent, or 1,017 of 
the cases, doctors measured 
CEA levels to try to get an 
early warning for new can- 
cers, researchers found in foe 
eight-year study completed 
tins year. 


Exploratory surgery was 
performed on 115 patients 
with elevated CEA levels, 
and malignancies were surgi- 
cally removed from 47 
patients, the researchers said. 

Yet only 23 per cent of all 
CEA-monitored patients 
who had second operations 
were alive and cancer free a 
year later, compared with 2 
per cent of those who were 
not CEA monitored an d had 
second operations. 

“The results of this study 
are singularly disappointing 
in meeting die bottom-line 
objective of CEA monitor- 
ing, that is, an increase in 
cure rate,” foe researchers 
said. 


In Colombia, ; 
new treatment 
for AIDS — love 




By Michael Stott 
Reuter 


BOGOTA — When doctors 
told him he bad AIDS, Jair 
wanted to foe. . 

He arrived at Bogota’s 
Eudes Foundation hospice 
“ moribund , side, thin” and 
lay barely conscious for eight 
days, biding away from his 
wife and two children and 
hoping for a quick end. 

A year later, Jair has put 
on w eight and found a new 
will to live. “I saw the way 
that everyone in foe hospice 
caiedfor each other and tre- 
ated each other with love,” 
be said in an interview. “I 
learnt to love foe same way 
and I learned to love fife 
again.” 

His story , and that of 
several dozen other HIV- 
positive patients, is a tribute 
to foe Eudes Foundation, a 
Colombian charity run by a 
priest that believes that what 
AIDS patients need most is 
not drugs but love, affection 
and a chance to live in a 
caring environment. 

The priesf, Father Bernar- 
do Vergara, started his 
foundation five years ago 
when Im was shocked by offi- 
cial indifference to the plight 
of Colombia’s ASDs patients. 

At first he had to battle 
hard with popular ignorance 
and the hostility of neigh- 
bours. 

“They thought their kids 
would all torn gay and catch 
AIDS or that their homes 
would lose their value be- 
cause of us,” hospice mana- 
ger Jairo Vfilada recalled. “It 
got so bad that at one time we 
had to smuggle pur dead out 
We dressed tiiem up and 
carried them into taxis pre- 
tending they were dnmk. Jt 

After several moves, the 
foundation has finally settled 
in a suburb where neighbours 
are more accomodating and 
runs two modest but welcom- 
ing houses a couple of blocks 
from each other, as well as 
another two in villages out- 
ride Bogota and one near the 
dty of Medellin. 

“No one has realty looked 
at the human ride of AIDS,” 
Mr. Vergara said in an inter- 
view at one of his Bogota 
hospices. “There’s a lot of 
talk abodt compassion. but no ’ 
more. The only remedy tor 
these patients is love. Z — — 


Mr. Vergara’s method is 
simple, but effective in rais- 
ing sufferers ’s spirits. “If they 
have a hi gh fever I tell them 
that they have to look after 
themselves, that they can’t 
afford the luxury of a high 
fever, that we need them too 
much for that, ” he explains 
with a twinkle in his eye. 
“They feel loved and their 
temperature starts to come 
down."j~ 

“ Through jokes and fun, 
we give them a chance tor 
their condition to stabilise 
and tor them to enter reality 
without traumas or tear.” 

His shelters do not provide 
medical treatment, leaving 
that to qualified profession- 
als, but try instead to treat 
the emotional and psycholo- 
gical problems of WV suffer- 
ers. _ A key element is that 
patients share rooms and 
help each other, organising 
chores such as cooking or 
cleaning communally. 

“My experience with foe 
virus has been very beautiful 
because it has taught me that 
love really does exist, ” said 
John Jairo, 30, another 
Eudes Foundation resident 
who discovered he was HIV- 
positive years ago. it The only 


remedy that coasts tor us is 
love.” 

Dr. Bertha Gomez, who 
runs one of Colombia's 
gest programmes at the 
licty funded San Pedro 
Hospital in Bogota treating 
700 patients, agrees with Ver- 
gara’s approach. 

“ AIDS is an Bbess that is 
basically about a lack of 
love," she said m an inter- 
view in her crowded consuft* 
ing room. “Most of foe pa- 
tients come from a family 
environment where they 
were never loved, where they 
never valued themselves and 
so they didn’t look after 
themselves. " 

Hospice dwcBcr &an Car- 
los , 19, fits that description 
perfectly. 

His first gay relationship, 
with an older neighbour, 
started when he was seven. A 
couple of years later, bis 
mother was beating him, 
burning his clothes and 
screaming at him for being 
“queer.” 

At 13, Juan Carlos was on 
the streets of Bogota, selling 
his body to wealthy locate. 
“The only thing I cared about 
was getting enough cash to 
live and buy dothes”be said. 

Five months ago, a doctor 
diagnosed him as HIV - 
positive. 

”1 always worked with, a 
condom , always, so I didn’t 
believe the diagnosis and I 
carried on , working for 
another five months, ” he 
said. “A week ago foe father 
persuaded me to come to his 
hostel and I like ft.” _ 

Glancing around in the 
hospice at his gay compan- 
ions, nicknamed Ptpsi, Pas- 
tel, Pony Malta and Pmoc- 
duo, be remarked: “ There’s 
..a great- -sense of compan- 
ionship and everyone really, 
■looks after each other.” 

Mr. Vergara prides himself 
onbteabihtyto wean infected 
and desperate street prosti- 
tutes from tiieir debilitating 
profession and into hospices. 
“Each night I keep them here 
I am saving seven families 
from AIDS ” he says, refer- 
ring to foe average daffy 
number of clients, but he 
stresses that bis hospices are 
not just for gays or prosti- 
tutes. 

Although their membership 
reflects the fact that Col- 
ombia’s AIDS population 'h 
still overwhelmingly male 
and homosexual or bisexual, 
several of Mr. Vergara's 
charges contracted AID5 
through blood transfusions 
and were destined to a life as 
outcasts waiting to die until 
they came to bis hospices. 
Everything suggests that they 
are foe tip of a huge iceberg. 

Dr. Gomez is quick to ridi- 
cule government figures that 
speak of around 2,700-HJV 
positive Colombians alLand 
another 2,90fJ^rifi^~SU-scale 
AIDs. 44 The numbers are 
absurdly under-registered, ” 
she said. “ Fora start foe only 
infections counted are those 
tested by the big government 
programmes. ” 

She estimates the true 
number of infected Col-' 
ombians at 100,000 to 
200,000 out of a total popula- 
tion of 32 million. “The num- 
ber of cases is doubling every, 
seven months and yet this 
country is still in nappies 
when it comes to AIDS pre- 
vention, ” she said. 

The Health Ministry in 
Bogota failed to respond to 
Reuter requests for an inter- 
view with Health Minister' 
Joan Luis Londono to discuss ; 
the country’s AIDS prob- 
lem. 
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(I) a- Uama. 
b- Koala bear. 
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(fy UNE UP: 

EMPTIES* EXPENSE, 
DOORMAN, OCEANIC, MANLIKE. 


THE ARROWED WORDS ARE: 
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^ Israel and PLO negotiate mutual recognition 




* 


(Con t^ faa pagetl) . 

* Opposed. to Palestinian oonces-- 
sons, injected a note- of caution 


V from fsracLand the PLO. .. 

? * “I cau’tsay that we shall be in a 

* *: \ position tq ago this,” Mr. Abdul 

( . V^fibafi said in .Washington. He said 

'•'o J; »v uie agreement still needed to be 

v. ^ 3 a, studied. -"' 

i- **:•. PLO jpolitical -affairs- chief 
r z.\ ./^T^.Kaddoumi said the PLO 
^ s, 'TOstiil studying the draft agree- 
t ^' ! ;e»nt with Israel and -planned 
2 V Wdfrxangjiig' consultations with 
- 7 s 5^-its allies before it could sign. . 
‘The .Palestinian leadership is 
V*®I Studying the draft Israeli- 
■■S v*®* Palestinian agreement and has 
not taken a decision regarding it 
c'-r kjj- .until now," Mr. Kaddoumi said 
1° & statement released in Gene* 
1" .1 a=d . • . 

'f "It is-' necessary to undertake 

,,v v '^“^de-ranging Palestinian con- 
‘X^- 2 V imitations, as well as with the 
. concerned Arafr states, in par- 
~ .“-i pr^dirailar _ Jordan, Syria and Leba- 
our partners in the peace 
:: o^-g rocess w ith whom we have been 

* j !i committed to coordinate since 
^ fttnl the beginning of the peace pro- 

Vcess,”^ added. 

^”* ‘7Tic "-jaateincnt was released 
7^/asJ. through the Palestinians’ perma- 
mission to the U.N., where 
--T^ViheyJwwe observer statns. 
; 2LTa Q .V .Officials at the mission said 
VMr. Kaddoumi had asked them to 
\.pass ob ihe statement 
. v^ Syria called on Israel Wednes- 
to take concrete steps to 
^‘^smw that it is serious about 
" ‘ : 58 o strilringa peace agreement with 
:*^‘5 n Oamaac»is. 

“I hope to-be always optimistic 
," : i «: .tbut We pave to base our optimism 
P3 iion farts and concrete things. We 

is i want to see mewe v.nnn<me« 


AUaf 

^ «e ’ ' Israel’s ambassador to the Un- 
ited States Itamar Rabinovicb, 
•— •«; Hrbo also is heading up the talks 
‘ With Syria, said negotiations will 
"nut: i focus on “people, security and 
’ZiV.Z5 itfie Golan Heights,” 1 
' ts‘. “We’re still discussing but we 



Tyres born ha a street of Gaza tire morning after the 
Israeli government’s derision to approve an agree* 



Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa (left) is amused by the very 
coloured tie of Us Israeli counterpart Shimon Peres, as he arrived at 
Ben Garion airport for a one-day visit to present PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s views on the peace process and to deliver a message 
from Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak (AFP photo) 
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T haven’t reached an agreement 
jret.” he said as- negotiators re* 
Siimed talks at the State Deport* 
jgent. 

In Amman, a PLO official said 
"Syria. Lebanon and Israel are 
-bolding secret talks' in Spain on 
an Israeli withdrawal from the 
JGolaft. Heights and' Sooth Leba- 
non. An. agreemes&on the Golan 
^eights ;waf^W^Tv jbC afWcd.,1 _ 
“We have confirned infonfti- 
^tion that the Spanish government 
,'has been hosting mice the - last 
two months tagn-level political 
“ind security meetings between 
-a the Israelis and the Syrians and 
-> .Lebanese,” said the official, 
^ ~ quoted by Renters. 

^■ThO^AP also carried a similar 
mxMt 'from Amman quoting in- 
. fanned sources. 

] -Israel's chief negotiator with 
the Syrians said on Tuesday Israel 
and Syria might reach the outline 
of an accord during either the 
c u rrc n ror next round of die talks 
ta Washington. 

-•.“Our information is that the 
secret meeting have nearly ended 
and are about to conclude in a . 
draft Syrian -Israeli peace 
agreement... tbe same secret con- 
tacts are also being conducted 
with Lebanese officials under 
Spanish auspices,” -said tbe PLO 
official quoted by Reuters. 
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The official did not say where 
in Spain the meetings were being 

held. 

In other developments related 
to the peace process: - 

— Syrian media warned that 
die draft accord for Palestinian 
autonomy jeopardised efforts to 
secure a permanent Arab-Israeli - 
peace settlement. 

“Only a comprehensive peace 
will enable the Arabs to recover 
thoii’dandi. wfaile , separatte'-de»ls 
•*aad partial nce»rrifewi&rt*rt, lead 
y» true arKTlastiUg peace,” the 
government daily Tfehrin said. 

“If Israel realty wants peace, it 
must promise to withdraw from 
die occupied territories in line 
with U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions and die U.S. initiative 
based on tbe principle of ex- 
changing land for peace." Tishrin 
said. 

But the newspaper said it 
that die latest round of 
( “will be different from the 
previous ones,” while masting 
that the “ball is stQl in the Israeli 
camp." 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Paris Bouez met Syrian President 
Hafez A1 Assad to cfiscuss die 
Israeli-PLO agreement. 

The official news agency 
SANA said Foreign Minister 
Farouk A1 Sharaa attended die 
meeting. It gave no further de- 
tails. 

- Mr. Bouez told reporters Tues- 


was undear 
alestmians. little pow- 


■UrSl 


fJ.N. welcomes autonomy accord 

•i - (Continued from page 1) 
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" think this is a window of 
dpportunity that Jihonld be 
seized,” Mr. Kozyrev fold repor- 
ters m Geneva. 

-.Russia is co-sponsor with the 
United States of the talks 
-Mr. Kozyrev said be had been 
in close contact with his Amer- 
ican co-sponsors and spoke to 
U.'S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher by telephone on 
Tuesday. Russia was also in dose 
contact with all tbe other parties. 
- "We welcome this progress on 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho,” he 
said. 

.Asked if Russia was urging- the 
Palestinians to accept; the auton- 
omy deal, Mr. Kozyrev replied: 
“t think basically this a fair deal 
anti I would see _ it as in the 
in tere s t s of all to seize this oppor- 
tunity and start substantive nego- 
tiations winch would lead to more 
sfebfe settlement.” 

,-fWhite the end is a compre- 
hensive settlement, progress of 
oqe sort pr the other helps, to my 
Diipdr to reach a final settfe- 
roent^headeted. 


pUoded4ht Israel-PLO 


Iraq denounced the Israel-PLO 
deal, saying it was full of “gaps 
and dangerous queries.” 

The document on self-rule in 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho neg- 
lects the fate of Palestinian re- 
fugees, defers the question of 
Jerusalem and makes no mention 
of an independent Palestinian 
state, A1 Thawra, newspaper of 
die ruling Baath .Party, said in 
Iraq’s ftrst comment on the agree- 
ment. 

“The scanty information 
leaked through media on Jericho- 
Gaza leave huge gaps ami raise 
bigger and more danjpnous ques- 
tions,” it said. 

“It stirs a hot . Palestinian and 
Arab dispute,” AI Thawra said. 
“It does not guarantee the 
Palestinian destiny from the river 
to the ses,” Al Thawra said. 

Iraq is one of the PLO's 
staunchest supporters. 

The newspaper said the 'move 
to recognise Israel could lead to 
an end to the relationship and it 
reiterated Bagbctafs refusal to 
recognise die Jewish state. 

Iranian Teleivsion also de- 
nounced the agreement as the 


The Enropemi Community price Istael was the PLO 
and its mepibo^ates pay tribute - the uom- 
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t4'titoVU0n afcd courage of the 
braeh fatkl J>a le sti n i 2 n leaders 
nfco. have managed to. overcome 
ofunerous thorny obstacles in 
td^fohvlAfeftHmdatkm a 
better fame: for both their peo- 
pjwf” tbe^gsaidiira statement. 
;“The Isra^hPak^tinian agree- 
ment in j rt ka tiplfc coastitntes z 
k^toric step towards the estab- 
irf aeacc in the sorely 
.added. 

. . _ _ _ it supported the 
b$dfSp gOTt peace proecss with a 
to its leading to what it 

» usd Jarring sohitjon 
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to supress the Pales t i n ian upris- 

“li said in a commentary that 
the agreement was “not com- 
mensurate with the ideals for 
which the Muslim Palestinian na- 
tion has fought for" decades." 

“What the Zionist regime is 
offering the PLO as self-iule is in 
feet a price it is paying PLO to 
suporess the Islamic intifada ” it 





The television said the com- 
promise was even at odds with 
U.S. resolutions 242 and 338, 
which formed the bads of the 
peace talks, and would- put more 
pressure on other Arab parties to 
make concessions to Israel. 


day the 
ana gave 
er. 

— ' Egyptian- Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa presented PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat’s views on the 
peace process to Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

“The points of view of Yasser 
Arafat as we have heard them 
yesterday are now known to the 
prime minister,” Mr. Musa told 
reporters after, a^.^e^^tete in 

J ' 

. Mr. MUsa adacx^ tf!at ^je had 
also conveyed a message from 
Egypt’s President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, who met Mr. Arafat in tbe 
northern Egyptian resort of Alex- 
andria Tuesday. 

“We are all bopefull, we are 
looking to the future, we are 
optimistic," Mr. Musa said. 

- Earlier in the day, Mr. Rabin 
was feted with bouquets of roses 
at a Palestinian school but was 
then pelted with eggs and called a 
“traitor” when he visited a Jewish 
neighbourhood. 

Mr. Rabin’s message was that 
there had been, a fundamental 
change in tile Middle East as a 
result of the Israeli-Palestiman 
agreement, which he said he ex- 
pected to be signed within a 
week. 

In the Jewish neigbourhood of 
Raroot, Mr. Rabin told a group 
of about 100 high school students 
that the agreement meant that 
they would have a better chance 
of returning safely from the man- 
datory three-year army services 
awaiting. them after high school. 

“We must see with dear eyes, 
in faith and hope, that it can be 
different in the Middle East, that 
regions tiiat were in enmity may 
be changed in stages, that we can 
cooperate," he told Itai Lev, 17, 
who asked Mr. Rabin what would 
await him as a soldier. 

"Peace is not made with 
friends, but with enemies." 

Bat the reception was hostile 
elsewhere in Ramot, a predomi- 
nantly religions neighbourhood 
built on land seized by Israel in 


mart between farad and PLO to grant PafesthwaHS 
autonomy ta tbe Gaza Strip wad Jericho (AFP) 


tile 1967 war and known as a 
• stronghold of right-wing nationaJ- 
. ists. - 

“Rabin is a traitor, Rabin is a 
traitor” cried hundreds of de- 
monstrators as Mr. Rabin mar- 
ched past small children holding 
blue- and- white balloons — tbe 
colour of the Israeli flag — in an 
elementary school that opend for 
the fell term Wednesday. 

Entering > the school, Mr. 
Rabin’s entourage was pelted 
with eggs. Police arrested one 
man. ' 

The prime minister was umm- 
- pressed. “I'm used to demonstra- 
tions. This doesn’t move me.’ 

In the neighbourhood of Bet 
Hanina, it was a different story. 
Residents joined the children and 
greeted Mr. Rabin with flowers, 
sweet pastries and soft drinks. 

Mr. Rabin shook hands with 
teachers and strolled through a 
classroom of first-grade students, 
asking them about the books they 
were reading. 

“I want to bless you for laun- 
ching a new era in tbe Middle 
East," Mohammad Al Masri, the 
Bet Hanina council head, told 
Mir. Rabin. 

Opposition leader Binyamin 
Netanyahu from the Likud bloc 
led a delegation of ^parliament 
members through Jencbo / visit- 1 
ing-tbe 'bouse- tfaar-^the- "local 1 
UU 9 four^sH has dubbed Mr. Ara- 
fat’s residence if the autonomy 
plans work out within six months 
as envisioned. 

“I see a possibility that Arafat 
will move forward from here,’' 
Mr. Netanyahu said as two activ- 
ists planted Israeli flags in front of 
the villa. “He says tf tins agree- 
ment is affirmed he will move era. 
What is tbe next goal? Jeru- 
salem.” 

Tbe delegation also visited a 
synagogue on Jericho’s outskirts 
where about 3Q religious students 
staged a protest vigil that the 
army disbanded. 

— The Israel army has com- 
plained it was not consulted on 
the secret Israel-PLO talks on the 
autonomy accord and warned it 
was not realty to confront the new 
security risks. 

“Until Tuesday morning, no 
soldiier except the dnef-of-staff. 
General Ebud Barak, had read 
the documents of this accord," 
said General Amnon, Barak’s de- 

army has no plan to re- 
to “the serious security 


problems raised by the accord,” 
he said Tuesday, quoted by Israel 
Radio. 

Gen. Shabak, addressing a 
dosed meeting of tbe parliamen- 
tary committee for defence end 
foreign affairs, said “the chief of 
staff has not focused on these 
problems.” 

“The withdrawal of our sol- 
diers will create serious security 
problems. It will be very difficult 
to bunt down wanted Palesti- 
nians,” Gen. Shahak said. 


Arafat seeks Fateh support 

• (Continued from page J) 


Jerusalem as capital,” he admit- Palestinian 
ted to tbe gathering at Al Najah. banners and 
University. 

“People believe this aim (a 
Palestinian state) is still a lpng 
way off, but we believe it is very 
dose and we are on the way! 

“The way is long and hard, but 
we know that this people are 
ready for sacrifice, to give of 
themselves for the cause,” the 
PLO chairman said. - 

Demonstrations were also 
organised by Fateh in Jericho and 
Hebron on . the West Bank - and 
Shatti refugee camp on tbe occu- 
pied Gaza Strip in favour of the. 
autonomy . agreement. 

The Shatti rally was dispersed 
by -about 200 activists from the 
fandameatalfc group Hamas who 
used knives,, axes and clubs to 
break up the crowd. 

Shouting "God is great" as well 
as “betrayers and collaborators,’.’ 
the attackers wounded at least 20 
people and destroyed cars parked 
in the area, Arab reporters said. 


down 
the music 

equipment of a band tinging 
Palestinian songs. 

“Negotiators, stop the series of 
compromises. The trumpets of 
.surrender mist be silenced," said 
a Hamas leaflet distributed in 
Gaza. 

It said the group would con- 
tinue its violent attacks- against 
Israelis, described as “monkeys 
and pigs.” 

The leader of an Israeli far 
right-wing party has . issued a 
veiled threat to Mr. Arafat about 
his safety if be comes to Jericho. 

Rehavam Zeevi, leader of the 
Moledet Party which has three 
deputies in parliament, said: “If 
the Israeli government brings 
Yasser Ararat here alive, to 
Jericho, in the occupied West 
Bank? T don’t know what state he 
will leave in.” . 

Mr. Zeevi was among a group 
of 15 right-wing Israeli lawmakers 


They said about, 1,000 people who travelled to Jericho Tuesday 
bad gathered to hear speeches iV to voice their opposition to the 
support of the autonomy plan. “Gaza-Jericho first” peace mitia- 
The fundamentalists tore up a tive. 


Confusion surrounds PLO- Israeli 
accord on Gaza-Jericho option 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — The Israeh'-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) accord on interim 
Palestinian self-rule is being 
hailed as a historic break- 
through but neither tide seems 
dear just how or whether it 
will work. 

The agreement, if signed as 
expected during peace talks in 
Washington, outlines the prin- 
ciples which should govern the 
transfer of limited self-rule to 
the two million Palestinians of 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The all important details of 
bow Palestinians are to t«lr* 
control of their daily lives still 
have to be negotiated. . 

Not surprisingly, after a cen- 
tury of struggle over tbe same 
land that both sides believe is 
theirs by right, the divergence 
is wide. 

FLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat is trying to sell the accord to 
a divided PLO as tbe first step 
towards the movement’s tradi- 
tional goal of an independent 
Palestinian homeland. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin has ruled out state- 
hood. His aides talk of giving 
Palestinians something more 
than autonomy but less than 
sovereignty in any land-for- 
peace final settlement. 

Fears that Palestinians could 
end np with less than they 
bargained for have tempered 
the enthusiasm of some like 
spokeswoman Hanan Ashrawi. 

“(The accord) has tbe paten- 


Key dates of the accord 

THE KEY DATES of the draft declaration of principles of 
Palestinian self-government in the occupied territories for an 
interim period of five-years: 

— The declaration enters into force one month after agoing, 
which is expected to take place in the coming days at the Middle 
East peace talks in Washington. 

— The two sides will conclude and sign within two months from 
the date of entry into force of the declaration an agreement on tbe 
withdrawal of Israeli mfliiaiy forces from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho. 

— Transfer of limited authority to Palestinians upon the entry into 
force of the declaration. 

— Israel will implement an accelerated and scheduled withdrawal 
of military forces from the Gaza Strip and Jericho, beginning 
immediately with the signing of the withdrawal agreement and to 
be completed within the period not exceeding four months after 
the signing. 

— Direct elections to a Palestinian council not later thaw nine 
months after the entry into force of the declaration. After 
inauguration of the council, the military government will with- 
draw. 

— Not later than the eve of council elections, Israeli forces will be 
redeployed outside populated areas. Further redeployments to 
specified locations will be gradually implemented commensurate* 
with the assumption of responsibility by the Palestinian police 
force. 

— . The five-year transitional period to begin upon the Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho area. 

— Permanent status negotiations will commence as soon as 
possible, but not later than the beginning of the third year of the 
interim perioid. 


tial of being a historical turning 
point bnt I would caution 
against getting carried away 
with symptoms and signals be- 
fore we have something really 
tied down and we have a 
signed agreement and we have 
all the components in place,” 
she said as Israefi and Arab 


negotiators gathered in 
Washington for an 11th round 
of talks. 

Syria, Jordan and Lebanon, 
tbe other Arabs in the peace 
process, also wonder whether 
the PLO has made too many 
concessions in backing a 
“Gaza-Jericho first” proposal. 


Under this proposal Israel 
would pull out its army from 
the occupied Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho and 
give residents there "full 
autonomy." It would allow the 
nearly one million remaining 
West Bankers more limited 
self-role during a five-year 
period when talks on a final 
settlement would start. 

Some Palestinians fear areas 
of tbe West Bank and Arab 
East Jerusalem would not be 
included in autonomy. 

They want an agreement on. 
East Jerusalem before they 
sign but Israel rejects this. 
They want a freeze on Jewish 
settlement in all of the occu- 
pied lands but Israel says no. 

They want a total troop 
withdrawal from Gaza and 
Jericho but Israel insists on 
security for the few thousand 
Jewish settlers in the Gaza 
Strip. There are no settlers in 
Jeridio. 

Their biggest fear is that the 
interim arrangements will be- 
come permanent and they will 
end up with "Gaza-Jericho 
first and last." 

Mr. Arafat, however, be- 
lieved his chance of securing 
anything for his people after 
nearly 50 years of fruitless 
struggle was slipping. 

He pushed through the 
Gaza-Jericho idea despite the 
opposition of many PLO lead- 
ers inside tbe occupied territor- 
ies on the principle of “take 
what yon can get now and 
bargain for more later." 


PLO’s three decades of struggle 


PARIS (AFP) — Tbe agreement in principle reached between 
Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) on 
autonomy for the Gaza Strip and the West Bank city of Jericho is a 
turning point after three decades of hostility. 

May 28, 1964: The PLO is formed in Jerusalem and draws up a 
Palestinian national charter as a framework for the organisation. 
Revised in 1968, the charter maintains that “armed struggle is the 
sole means of liberating Palestine.” 

Apr# 9-10, 1973: Three Palestinian leaders, including Abu Yusef 
(Mohammad Najjar), military bead of Fateh, the main component 
of tbe FLO, are killed in Beirut by Israeli army commandos. 

Jane 6, 198&, Israeli r^rpops invade, Lebanon . pperation “ Peace 
m Galilee" k officially meant to protect Israel's northern border, 
agaidst attacks and infiltrations by Palestinian groups. 

Aag. 31, 1982: After the siege of Beirut by the Israeli army, 
Yasser Arafat, leader of tbe PLO since February 1969, leaves the 
Lebanese capital, whiter had been the Palestinian headquarters 
since 1971. Hie PLO set up in Tunisia. 

April 10, 1983: Mr. Arafat’s personal adviser and a believer In 
dialogue between Israel and Palestine, Issam Sartawi, is killed in 
Portugal. Responsibility is claimed by the AbnNidal group, which 
is not part of the PLO. 

Sept. 2, 1983: Mr. Arafat meets Uri Avnery and Matti Peled, 
members of tire Israeli delegation from the Israeli-Palestiman 
peace committee, in Geneva for a conference on Palestine. 

Oct. 1, 1985: More titan 170 Palestinians and Tunisians are lolled 
or wounded in an Israeli raid on the PLO headquarters near Tunis. 
Mr. Arafat, whose office is completely destroyed, narrowly escapes 
death. 

December 1987: Beginning of tbe Palestinian “intifada” in the 
occupied West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

April 16, 1968: Khalil al Wazir, Abu Jihad, military head of tbe 
Fateh and dose to Arafat, is killed in Tunis by an Israeli 
commando. 

Sept. 12, 1988: Israeli pacifists Abie Nathan meets Mr. Arafat in 
Toms. In 1989 he will be condemned to 18 months-in prison, 12 of 
them suspended, for breaking a 1986 law forbidding Israelis to have 
any contact with groups classed as “terrorist.” 


Nov. 15, 1988: Tbe Palestine National Council (PNC) proclaims 
in Algiers the creation of the independent Palestinian state and 
accepts U.N. Security Council Resolution 242, implicitly recognis- 
ing the existence of Israel. The PNC rejects all forms of terrorism 
including terrorism by the state. 

May 2, 1989: Mr. Arafat declares the Palestinian national charter 
“obsolete." 

Jan. 2, 1998: Israeli Science Minister Ezer Weizman, a believer 
in dialogue with tbe PLO, is excluded from a cabinet meeting by 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, following a secret meeting with a 
PLO leader. On March 24, 1993 he will be elected Israeli president. 

► June 29 aad july 5,1991: New meetings m Tunis between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Nathan. In October Mr. Nathan is sentenced to 
three years in prison, with 18 months suspended. 

Oct. 38, 1991: Start of tbe Middle East peace talks in Madrid. 
During the talks Israel refuses any direct participation by the PLO, 
but doses its eyes to contacts between Palestinian delegates and the 
PLO. 

1993; 


19: Tbe 1986 law forbidding those living within Israeli 
jurisdiction to have any contact with “terrorist” organisations is 
abolished. But tbe Israeli government continues to consider the 
PLO a “terrorist organisation.” 

Jan. 21: Mr. Arafat addresses Israelis live for the first time in a 
■ telephone message broadcasti n g from Tunis by Israeli television. He 
calls on Israeli Prime Munster Yitzhak Rabin to meet him for peace 
t uPre 

Jan. 29: Mr. Arafat meets Yael Dayan, daughter of the former 
General Moshe Dayan and an Israeli Labour Party deputy, in 
Tunis. 

April 9: Israel accepts for the first time tbe inclusion of Faisal 
Husseini, a leading nationalist from the occupied territories who is 
also close to Mr. Arafat, in the Palestinian delegation in the talks. 

Aug. 12: Mr. Husseini, head of tbe Palestinian delegation, 
maintains that negotiators are “clearly representatives of foe PLO 
in the peace talks." 

Aag. 29: Israel announces an agreement in principle with the 
PLO on autonomy for the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 
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telecomm gear such as bridges, brouters, routers, 
etc. 
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FJ.S. growth in second 
quarter revised upward 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.5. economy grew in the second 
quarter at a slightly stronger 
pace than previously thought, 
the Commerce Department said 
Tuesday, mainly because 
businesses added more goods to 
their inventories. 

In the April-June quarter, the 
country's ouptput of goods and 
services as measured by gross 
domestic product (GDP) ex- 
panded at a 1.8 per cent annual 
rate instead of the 1.6 per cent 

- rate reported previously. 

That followed slim growth at 

. an 0.8 per cent rate in the -first 
quarter, which was also revised 
upward from a previously re-' 

' ported 0.7 per cent as part of the 

; government's recasting of the 

* past three years of economic his- 
tory to reflect the latest inform a- 

* tion. 

■ The upward revision in second- 
quarter GDP was a surprise to 
wall Street economists, who had 
instead forecast it would be re- 

- duced to a 1.1 per cent annual 

rate. 

Not only did companies pro- 

- duce more goods to add to their 
stocks, but governments at the 

* federal, state and local levels 


Berlin saves 

piano-maker 

Bechstein 


boosted spending on projects like 
new highways and defence goods. 
That offset weaker consumer 
Spending during the second quar- 
ter than previously estimated. 

“The basic underlying theme, 
which is one of modest economic 
growth at best, has not changed,” 
said economist Sung Won Soho 
of Norwest Corp, in Minneapolis. 

The Conference Board, a pri- 
vate business group in New York, 
said its August survey of consum- 
er confidence was barely changed 
at 59.0 per cent in August com- 
pared with 59.2 per cent in July. 
It said that level of confidence 
was associated with weak econo- 
mic prospects. 

The Commerce Department 
also published revisions to its 
earlier estimates for GDP daring 
back to 1990. 

They showed that the loss in 
goods ami services output during 
the 1990-91 recession, which 
lasted from July 1990 to Match 
1991, -was less severe tfaau 
thought. They also indicated that 
growth since the recession ended 
was stronger than earlier esti- 
mated. 

One of the most notable 
changes was a revision upward in 


Belgium will maintain 
‘strong franc’ policy 


bankruptcy 

BERLIN (R) — Germany's re- 
nowned piano-maker Bechstein. 
which filed for bankruptcy in 
July, said Wednesday Beilin's 
government had stepped in to 
relieve it of most of its debt 
burden, allowing it to stay in 
business. 

The city government had 
agreed to purchase the piano- 
maker’s Berlin property for 30 
million marks ($17 million) and 
rent it bade to the company, said 
Karl Schulze, managing director 
of G Bechstein Pianofortefabrik 
GMBH. 

This would cut the 140-year-oW 
firm’s debt to about 10 milli on 
marks ($6 million), be told a news 
conference. ■ 

Relieved of most of fts debt, 
Bechste in said there were enough 
orders to continue operations. It 
expects steady demand of about 
450 upright pianos and 200 grand 
pianos each year. 

Bechstein had faced liquidation 
because of heavy losses, falling 
sales and the refusal of its banks 
to provide new loans. 

Sales bad fallen by three mil- 
lion marks ($1.74 imUton) to 20.8 
million marks- ($12 nriUion) in 
1992 and were expected to reach 
only 15 million ($8.7 million) . 

Bechstein. which in the early 
part of the century made nearly 
5,000 instruments a year and em- 
ployed 1.100 people, currently 
has just 60 employees. 

It was established in 1853 by 
Carl Friedrich Wilhelm Bechstein 
and its early customers included 
composers Franz Liszt, Richard 
Wagner and Claude Debussy. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Be» t urn is 
determined to maintai its 
“strong banc” policy of keeping 
the Belgian franc aligned with the 
Deutsche mark, the governor i ' 
the National Bank of Belgian 
Fans Verplaetse, said here. 

In remarks made to journal:? - 
Tuesday but embargoed for 
lease until Wednesday, he s. J 
the central bank had no choice 
but to pursue “a rational optional 
determined by concrete erreumst- 
ances.” 

Last week a group of 14 Bel- 
gian economists urged the gov- 
ernment to lower interest rates in 
order to encourage economic 
growth — • a move which would 
mean the depreciation of the 
franc a gainst the mark. 

But Mr. Verplaets said Bel- 
gium needed to limit the costs 
associated with a floating curren- 
cy, particularly since it was one of 
the world's most open economies 
’With imports accounting for over 
40 per cent of domestic demand. 

He was making his first public 
comments since the European 
Monetary System (EMS) buckled 
last month' under the strain of 
keeping its system of linked ex- 
change rates anchored to the 
mark. 

On Aug. 1 the core European 
Community currencies agreed to 
a considerable loosening of their 


fluctuation bands to 15 per cent 
around central rates, a move 
which would allow them to lower 
interest rates. 

But Belgium, like France, has 
ro far maintained the value of its 
currency relative to tire mark, by 
refusing to lower interest rates 
despite escalating calls to fight 
unemployment and recession by 
reversing tins policy. 

Mr. Verplaetse said that 
monetary policy was not a proper 
tool to achieve an economic turn- 
around and that high short-term 
interest rates were needed to 
discourage currency speculation. 

He sard Belgium would dam- 
age its currency credibility if it 
lowered short-term interest rates, 
because this would result in high- 
er inflation and the need to raise 
the rates again later on with 
damaging economic consequ- 
ences. 

However, be added that the 
central bank would cease buying 
up Belgian francs for the moment 
to support the c urren cy,, and 
would work through interest rates 
instead. 

But Mr. Verplaets said be 
would not “hand the currency 
speculators a weapon” by reveal- 
ing the fluctuation limits the bank 
intended to allow the Belgian 
franc. 


Hong Kong tourist receipts rise 
8.9 per cent in first half 

HONG KONG (AFP) — Hong Kong’s tourism receipts rose 8.9 per 
cent to 25.53 billion Hong Kong dollars ($3.27 biflion) during the first 
half with visitors from Taiwan heading the fist of spend ers, figures 
showed. The Hong Kong Tourism Association (HKTA) said the 
tourism receipts were up from 23.43 billion dollars in the correspond- 
ing period a year earlier. Tourism brought in 48 billion dollars in 
revenue last year, which was equivalent to 6.5 per cent of the 
territory’s gross domestic product, HKTA said. 


Spain orders management 
shakeup at loss-making airline 


GDP growth during the final 
quarter of last year to a vigorous 
annual rate of 5.7 per cent instead 
of 4.7 per cent. 

That made the dosing 1992 
quarter the strongest period since 
the economy expanded at a 5.9 
per cent rate five years earlier in 
die final three months of 1987. By 
contrast, the pace of growth in 
the first half of 1993 has slowed 
abruptly. 

Most economists anticipate 
GDP growth will pick up to about 
a 2_5 per cent to three per cent 
annual rate in the second half. 
The Clinton Ad minis tration is to 
issue its delayed mid-year review 
Thursday amid expectations it 
will predict 1993 expansion of 
about two peT cent to 2J5 per cent 
— not much diff e ren t from I992’s 
revised 2.6 per cent growth and 
too little to ge nerate many mobs. 

The government earlier said 
the economy grew in 1992 by a 
smaller 2.1 per cent It also re- 
vised its 1991 estimate to show a 
contraction of 0.7 per cent in- 
stead of a 1.2 per cent falloff in 
output and said that in 1990, the 
economy grew by 1.2 per cent 
instead of 0.8 per cent. 


MADRID (R) — The Spanish 
government, faced with mounting 
losses at Iberia Lineas Aereas 
Espanolas S.A., announced a 
major management shakeup 
Tuesday to try to put the state 
airline back on course for profita- 
bility. 

State-owned Institute Nackmal 
de Industria (INI), which controls 
99.8 per cent of Iberia, said its 
chairman Javier Salas was replac- 
ing Miguel Aguilo at the helm of 
the airline and that other INI 
officials would take key posts. 

A brief statement issued by INI 
gave no reasons for the decision, 
but industry sources said new 

Tin prices 
fall to 
historic 
low 

KUALA LUMP JR (AFP) — 
The price of tin on the Kuala 
Lumpur Tin Market (KLTM) 
plunged to an all-time low 
Wednesday due to poor demand 
and a prolonged glut of the metal 
as a global export cutback scheme 
hangs on the balance. 

“The market is really going 
crazy and this spells more trouble 
for the industry,” warned Red- 
zwan Sumun, executive secretary 
of the Association of Tin Produc- 
ing Countries (ATPC). 

Tin prices fell sharply by 31 
Malaysian cents (about 12 cents) 
to dose at a record low of 1L69 
Malaysian ring^t ($4.67) a kilog- 
ramme, rewriting the previous 
all-time low of 12 ringgit ($4.80) 
Friday. 

Amid the metal's Lacklustre per- 
formance, an ATPC ministerial 
meeting has been scheduled for 
Oct 25-26 here to discuss the fate 
of the association's global scheme 
to control supply abated at bol- 
stering prices, Mr. Redzwan said. 

“The ATPC executive commit- 
tee will thrash out the pros and 
cons of continuing the scheme 
before the ministe rs make the 
final decision,” said Mr. Red- 
zwan, adding that more mines 
face the prospect of closure due 
to the depressed prices. 

“Current prices are way below 
the cost of production of 15 ring- 
git per kilogramme and mines 
that have been dragging along all 
this while may abonave to dose 
shop,” Mr. Redzwan said. 

The ATPC has been adhering 
to the scheme since 1987 with the 
aim of depleting global excess 
stocks to 20,000 tonnes by die 
end of this year. 

The global stock overhang at 
end of last year was still 38,200 
tonnes, nearly double the target 
set under the scheme. 

ATPC officials said the exes- 
sive stocks were p imarily due to 
dumping by tbe United States 
and increased exports by produc- 
ers not under the ATPC umbrel- 
la, including Russia and Peru. 

The ATPC comprises Austra- 
fia, Bolivia, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Nigeria, Thailand and Zaire, and 
observers China and Brazil. They 
account for 75 par cent of global 
tin production. 


IF YOU PAID SEVENTEEN 
DOLLARS FOR A MAILBOX. 
AND YOU ONLY 60T ONE 
LOVE LETTER, IT WOULD 
STILL BE U)0RTH IT... 


Andy Capp 
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WELL, HOW DID 
YOU DO AT 
SCHOOL TDDAYTJ 





TEACHER SAID 
1WASA 
regular 

LITTLE 

be/wer; 


WELUTHAT 
MEANS YOU'RE A 
HARD WORKER/ 


NO, SIR' THAT 
MEANS I GOTTA 
STOP CHEWING 
MY PENCILS/ 




Industry Minister Juan Manuel 
Eguiagaray wanted the state 
bolding company to take a ranch 
more hands-on management role 
at Iberia. 

The derision was adopted at a 
special board meeting of Teneo, 
tne subsidiary of INI which in- 
dudes companies in tbe group 
deemed to be profitable, includ- 
ing Iberia. 

INTs deputy chairman, Miguel 
Cuenca, was named to the same 


heads INTs shipyards division, 
becomes managin g director of 
Iberia and chairman of Iberia 
subsidiary Aviaco, which oper- 
ates domestic flights. 

Iberia, tike other airlines, was 
bit first by the Gulf conflict and 
bten by tbe deepening recession 
in Europe, and accumulated los- 
ses of 70.72 billion pesetas ($524 


million) in 1991 and 1992. 
According to press reports, it lost 
a further 30 billion ($22 million) 
in tbe first six months of tins year. 

Tbe sources said the losses 
were not the direct reason for Mr. 
Agufio’s replacement, but that 
there had been differences be- 


tween the former chairman and 
Mr. Salas over Iberia’s program- 
me of investment in Latin Amer- 
ica. 

An auditors reports on tbe 
1992 accounts says the terms set 
for the acquisition of 
Aereoloineas Axgentinas and 
Venezuelan airline Viasa bad led ■ 
to delays in completing the ac- 
quisitions and problems in effec- 
tive decision-making. 

These acquisitions, which also 
tdude a stake in dale’s Ladeco, 
have sustained large losses and 
the auditors said it was' not possi- 
ble to evaluate the return on 
Iberia's investments until these 
companies have implemented re- 
covery plans. 

Parallel to the ambitions ex- 
pansion plan in Latin America, 
Mr. Agnflo began a 1992-96 res- 
tructuring plan, largely aimed at 
cutting costs. Thu involved re- 
ducing tbe payroll by 3,321 in 
1992 to 25,500 and a planned 
1,500* more this year. 

Tbe airline is scaling down 
plans to expand its fleet, which 
totalled 116 at tbe end of Decem- 
ber. 


Russian automaker 
raises prices 40% . 


MOSCOW (AP> — One of Rus- 
sia’s leading automakers has 
raised prices 40 per cent, the 
recently privatised company’s de- 
puty director said. 

As of Wednesday, Sept. 1, tbe 
most expensive Lada automobile 
cost 11.21 million roubles, or 
more than $11,000, said Viktor 
KHntsev, deputy director of the 
Avtovaz company. 

The same car cost 7.7 minion 
roubles, or about $7,700, Tues- 
day. 

Most ordinary Russians have 
found their already modest salar- 
ies badly eroded by inflation and 
would be hard pressed to pay die 
new prices. Russia’s newly 
affluent, on the other hand, pre- 
fer flashy foreign imports. 

Mr. KHntsev said every model 


made by Avtovaz has gone up 
“about 40 percent.” Sept. 1 price 
hike has affected all Lada 
and Ztriguli cars, be said. 

“It is a forced measure,” Mr. 
KHntsev said. “Costs — power, 
parts, material — have increased 
in tiie last two months.” 

Avtovaz* cheapest car- cost 
around $3,000 as of Wednesday. 

Dealers’ markups add another 
10 to 28 per cent to die price of a 
new car. 

Avtovaz was recently priva- 
tised and is now a joint stock 
co m p an y. Mr. KHntsev said pro- 
duction has been falling for the 
past five years and Avtovaz now 
makes about 680,000 vehicles a 
year. 

“We used to make 740,000,” 
be said. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carrott Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES;! the material of 

Avtrid any frills today and fctidt tig Uunmeat' i antf amas&rient&A-tikat 



good' fiieaiy 1 substances 'Us yoa 
show that you are a down to eartn 
stalwart individual who knows how 
to take a joke and laugh at yourself 
if the case; need be. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Start your activities eady in soch a 
m a nner tint-yon get the good will 
of one who is in a position of 
authority, then don't do anything 
to upset good results. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
weD oqn ised and practical man 
from different background to yopr- 
setf has some excellent suggestions 
for you but don’t jump into them 
too hastily. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think about what you can do to get 
family res o urces mid acc oun ts on a 
more solid structure and h won’t 
be necessary to make big expctxfi- 

turcs. 

MOON CHHJDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Communications with a 
business friend can aid you in a 
more satisfactory joint course of 
action but don’t go overboard in 
showing appreciation. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Being 
more exact and particular about 
money matters can make it easier 
for yon to build up more assets and 
to nave a greater abundance for 
later on. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take some time out to arrange 


mpeal'to .you and you can enjoy 
them longer, more thoro ug hly. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is the day for you to use 
directed control of family matters 
in the earfy morning and don't go 
traping off to new sites before you 
have compl e t e d arrangements. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have a discriminating 
expert who can aid you early witfra 
practical concern but don't put 
money out for it until you are sure 
to double check accuracy. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A prominent person 
can early be of benefit with a 
property matter so rely upon that 
person and not on your own pre- 
sent questionable judgment. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A new mundane 
approach of good judgment is now 
yours so long as you do so openly 
and do not restrict yourself by 
being to pedantic. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A private meeting with 
confidential advisors can work out 
very much of your advantage so 
long as unpredictable action 
friends are not involved. __ 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Decide early the friends and 
partners you want to be a part of 
your life in the days ahead and 
don’t be swayed by the odd opin- 
ion of one of worldly 



you work side-by-side daring the 
daybut tonight study ways to 
improve alliances. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Take some time to Hod out what 
jKm can arrange with persons who 
chann you in co ming recreations, 
tonight be steady, don't take 
chances with your mate. 

GMNL (May 21 to June 21) Get 
mto all points and issues with 
family, that require some clarifica- 
tion during the daytime while 
untight don’t get yourself in debt in 
anyway. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can locate all kinds of 
data and information you desire 
until sundown when you would be 
wise to keep matters at your resi- 
dence on an even keel. 

LEO:. (July 22 to August 21) Get- 
ting into every aspect of yoor 
present financial condition is advis- 
able so you can have more to spend 
iu the future, tonight put economy 
into active effect. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septe m ber 
22) Whomever you want some 
favour of a personal nature from 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Make a particular point to 
let good friends know what you 
have in mind in your joint associa- 
tion daring tbe day but tonight 
discount unpleasant messages. 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to 
December 21) Sit down with one 
who can help you in some worldly 

matter rf importance to you and 
you get support, tonight is no time 
to take chances with money. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) One you have recently 
met and. you can ' hate a most 
enH^htenhig daring the 

daytime but toufcht don ’t try to put 
ideas across until you know more. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your day and your mates to 

find out just where you stand with 
opeaBOtrer and to iron out any 
differences, tonight don't fret over 
a private anxiety. . 

FISCES:- (February 20 to March 
20) Whatever you nave in mind in 
a partnership arrangement can be 
resolved during the daytime, then 
tonight finds it wise to mid 'a 
depressed friend. 


: i - .? i I" ' V 
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Azerbaijan postpones 
exit from rouble zone 

MOSCOW (R) — Azerbaijan's Prime Minister S onet Htac inov has 
suspended his own decree making the ne w man at currency the only 
lygpl tender in the former Soviet republic from Sept 1, Ttkraji News 

Agency said Tuesday. : 

The Azeri agency said the suspension was prompted by *, s uotta pfr 
of manat notes and coins, which are currently circulates*! in parallel 
with roubles. - : ■ 


Azeri co tn i mnw . j . 

- Several former Soviet republics have dumped or made plain tfr 
dump the rouble after Russia's shock decisi on in J uly to with draw aft 
pre-1993 banknotes from circulation on its territory — tantamount ip 
the introduction of a Russian national currency. < 



“I’m checking to see if they can 
surgically remove old girlfriends 
from a man’s brain.” 




Unscramble Dumb four Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to Harm 
bur ordinary words. 


VOCEL 



HADEA 


DIEBES 


SPRAYT 


Saturday's 


WHAT THE PLAY- 
WRIGHT TURNED 
eARPENER 
WOKKEt? ON. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print™**,**: XJl I I I 3 

(Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: BARGE LANKY SLEIGH PICKET - 

I Answer wistapessbrtwmlghtexpecttogetonasaiw 
platter— TARNISH 


THE Daily Crossword 


aaaMHH 


!■■■ auaauHB 


aaaa 


51 Pis — mods 
54 City of Light . 
5T NY school 
tetters 

59 Vatdaz.se. 

61 Oil cartel 
62 1 Bert brokerage 
operation 
18“ (Urta 
novel} 

esMowes 

66 A Bancroft 

67 Remunerates 
66 U/ge quantity 

69 Require 
DOWN 

1 Bigwg 

2 bland off 

Venezuela 

3 Mrtitary mission, 
ter abort 


affected - 

9 Sixth sense 

10 Representations 

11 To abater 

12 Close 

13 Carmia animal 

18 Bar legally 
22TaiiteS8 rodent 
25 Compete' 

27 .Made tea - ■ - 
factory.aobr, 

28 Mouth organs 

29 Fragrant resin 

30 Cubs' Sandberg 1 

31 Periods 

32 Takes noout 

33 Food fab 

34 Sharpen ' 

35 Weather word 

30 infested with 
beetles 

•42F»yng*aucom'. : 


HSSH SISann none 

RH-r? gnnnn aranR 
nQnnnnnnnri 

nnnnHJFL HHOflU 

ufinniran nnnnF 1 

numm nnna nco 

aBn nraHS nt3 annnn 
nnr .nnraan nnnnon 
nnnna nnnn 

nnnn ra nSH Qn nGUfi 

noon onann nnnF 

RRHR EKS™ nnnii 

nnnn gpnnn nnnn 


«3Nwm-.&t*>r 

45 A Gardner 

46 Choir member 
48 Brave 

61 By oneself 
KISwra — 

53 Ready tor war 

54 Ostentation 


55 Samoan port 
56Depond . 
58 Pocket 
bread 

SO Turkey 'y 


62 Rifle *hor 

63 Gurw* 
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Financial 

Markets 


Jordan Times; 


Cairo Ami 


'U. Dollar !■ tacmittaul M w lw tt 


('wiriitv 



Sterling pKNBkd 


Dnhcbr Mark 


Franc* frame 


■hp u e w Yeti 


Enmpoui Cwntt UnA 


•S- Dollar 


StecCag Pound 


1.1 3BQ 


104.94 


1. 1393** 


iBfcuJMi Uillf f l 1 . 1 ' 


3 .U 1 3.Z1 | 3.37 


_ currencies — w 

Ofde ifthdem Foreign Exchange and 

cods 1-3195(05 

- 1.6665/75 

LS730/40 
1.4713/23 
35.60/75 

. \*v . 5JB300A30 

1594.0/6-0 
' 10530/40 

8.2660/86 
7J4SVW 
6-862082 

flaej^W SL4920/3O 
Oae oraceof sold $371-50371.80 


buBiofi raarketeWednes- 


Canadian doQqr 
Deatsdicauta 
Dutch gulden 
Swiss francs 
Bdgpan francs 
Frendi francs 
Italian Bn 
Japanese yen 
Swedish c ro wns - 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Israeli stocks soar on peace plan 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel's stock 
exchange soared Tuesday - on 
Middle East peace developments 
hot t&e central bank said a tenta- 
tive 1994 budget failed to take 
account of peace costs. 

On the Tel Aviv Stock Ex- 
change, shares dosed sharply 
higher in response to the IsraeH- 
PLO agreement to turn over con- 
trol of Jericho and the Gaza Strip 
to Palestinians. 

- The Mishtanim bine chip 
shares index rose 5.01 points or 
2.46 per cent to 208.76, with 
shares, worth 244 million shekels 
($85 million) changing hands. 

Israel’s cabinet tentatively 
approved a 1994 budget of 114 


billion shekels (140 billion), but 
Bank of Israel Governor Jacob 
Frenkel said it could prove in- 
adequate. 

“The budget approved today 
does not reflect implications for 
the budget that could arise from 
the latest developments in the 
political arena. ** Mr. Frenkel told 
reporters after the vote. 

He said Israel Would have to' 
raise large sums abroad to finance 
peace developments emerging 
from brad’s 22-month-okl talks 
with Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and' 
the Palestinians that resumed in 
Washington Tuesday. 

Parliament must by law 
approve the budget by year’s end. 


The 1993 budget was for 102 
billion shekels (S35.7 billion). 

The finance ministry said the 
budget projected a deficit of 
three per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) — - six billion 
shekels ($2.14 billion) — com- 
pared to 3.5 per cent this year. 

It also forecast GDP would rise 
6-5 per cent in 1994 after a 
projected rise of 3.5 per cent this 
year because of a drop in bousing 
construction. 

The treasury also predicted an 

unemployment rate of 9.6 per 
cent and inflation of eight per 
cent. Defence is the biggest item 
in the operating budget at 18-2 


billion shekels ($6.4 billion), the 
same as in 1993. 

Privatisation of government 
controlled banks and other com- 
panies is projected to add up to 
four billion shekels ($1.4 billion) 
to government coffers in 1994. 

Israel said last week it would 
tap the $10 billion in U.S. loan 
guarantees to help finance its 
1994 budget deficit, reversing a 
pledge given when Washington 
approved the aid. 

It said Washington had 
approved the use of $600 million 
in loan guarantees, a change from 
earlier plans to use all the funds 
for economic investment. 


Kuwait parliament 
approves debt 
repayment scheme 


KUWAIT (R) .— Parliament 
Tuesday approved a law outfitting 
repayment terms for a $20 trilbon 
bad debt problem which has 


Oespite a drop in trade, Iran 
remains top importer from UAE 


. ABU DHABI (AFP) — Iran has 
remained the top importer from 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) despite their island dis- 
put e^ ba t trade has declined for 
the first time due to new restric- 
tions in Tehran. 

An official report showed 
Iran’s imports from the emirate 
of Dubai, its main Gulf economic 
partner, stood at 1.18 billion 
dirhams ($324 million) in the first 
half of 1993, down, from 1.52 
billion dirhams ($415 million) in 
the first half of 1992. 

Last year, Dubai's reexports to 
Iran hit a record $760 million 
dollars. 

Iran’s exports to the emirate 
rose slightly to $98 million from 


around $80 mil lion from January 
to June this year, showed the 
report published by the Dubai 
Government Accounts Depart- 
ments. 

“This the first time since the 
1979 Islamic revolution that 
Dubai’s reexports to Iran decline 
and they might deefine further 
because of new restrictions at 
home,” a Dubai-based Iranian 
dealer said. 

The new measures include res- 
trictions on direct purchase - by 
Iranians from Tehran's free 
zones, which are major recipients 
of imports from Dubai, as well as 
government incentives for traders 
to import directly to cut costs. 

. Other measures include a gov- 


ernment drive to reduce reliance 
on imports to encourage local 
products. 

When Iran is still heavily re- 
liant on Dubai for electronics and 
electric appliances, cars, watches 
and other manufactured items, it 
has slashed food imports, mainly 
rice and sugar, from the emirate. 

“Large quantities of sugar and 
rice have been imported directly 
from Cuba and other countries 
and the market is now saturated. 
This has sharply reduced food 
imports from Dubai,'* an Iranian 
dealer said. 

Despite the decline, Iran re- 
mained the top importer from 
Dubai, accounting for nearly 25 


per cent of the emirate’s total 
reexports of 4.5 billion dirhams 
($1.22 billion) in the first half of 
1993. 

The other main cheats are 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, with 
imports of $140 million and $80 
million respectively. 

Iran’s exports to Dubai are still 
limited to carpets and nuts but it 
has sought to expand such ex- 
ports as part of its drive to diver- 
sify its oil-dependent economy. 

However, its bid has not made 
headway as Dubai, the most open 
Gulf market, is flooded with the 
more competitive Western pro- 
ducts. 


handicapped Kuwairs economy 
for njore than a decade. ■ 

The law, which offers a 54 per 
cent debt write-off to the biggest 
bor ro w e rs if they pay back the 
money within . two years, follows 
a nine-month ’ struggle for a solu- 
tion to the issue. 

The law was submitted by a 
joint committee of the parlia- 
ment’s legal and economic affairs 
committees last week. It won 34 
out 43 votes after Tuesday's he- 
ated 12-hour debate. 

“It is not a perfect law, but it is 
the best reachable law,” said 
Mohammad Dhaif Allah Sharar, 
speaker of the joint committee. 
• Economists said long-term eco- 
nomic revival is impossible with- 
out a solution to the issue, which 
steins from the crash in 1982 of an 
informal stock exchange and 
from commercial losses aggra- 
vated by Iraq’s 1990-91 occupa- 
tion. 

The 9,546 corporate and indi- 
vidual borrowers include major 
business concerns. Their names 
have not been published. 

“I pray God that your approval 
of the law wiD have a (positive) 
effect on tire economic situation 
of our country,” Foreign Minister 
Sabah A1 Ahmad told the parlia- 


ment. 

The law drops two key de- 
mands earlier set by the 
opposition-dominated assembly 
— that the government privately 
tell it the borrowers’ names ana 
that debtors reveal their financial 
positions before repayment terms 
were set. 

The law was expected to be 
enacted before October if it 
gained the approval of the Emir, 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad A1 
Sabah. 

Borrowers would have up to six 
months to choose one of two 
repayment options once the law is ' 
enacted. 

The first option would be pay- 
ment within two years with for- 
giveness levels tiered according to 

the amount owed. 

~ ■> 

Those owing up to 49,999 di- 
nars ($330,000 to 824,900) would 
repay 35 per cent, those owing 

250.000 to 499,999 dinars 
(825,000 to $1.65 million) would 
repay 40 per cent., 

Those owing more than 

500.000 dinars (S1.65 million) 
would repay 45.64 per cent — 
forgiveness of 54.36 per cent 

Deputies said 1,126 debtors 
with more than 500,000 dinars 
debt owe a total of 5.37 billion 
dinars ($17.7 billion) or 92 per 
cent of the total debt 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, JUR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS. 


Amman 

International Hotel 


CROWN INTLEST. 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land ' 


I 4 







Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 



Ttiofcqtiowri Quality in 
l ffour Service' 

Develop -your colour film at 
bur sfrop and get- 

* JUMBO photo 


" From mntargt 
moot 20 x 30 cat 


TwL No. 810605/810809 
Fax No. 810520 


HL 



Shmesani - Op p. Grim 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 - 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only - 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight y 




5 UOV REST A UR ANT <£ GARDEN 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

' OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
,:TEL :,621 77$ TLX s 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 



(foe visit will make you 
a steady , we bdkrcll! 


IIAKOTEL 

,U2«jl|l= 


Amman - Tel 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



= f" ;? I fjSZEEHWftN GARDENS 




Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
( gionaJ cuisine 
: styles of Owia. 

■ Prepared by ora- 
CMnest cfctb 




CHINESE RESTAURANT 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Opeoll-J0-3J0&&00- 


Take away is available 

Shat At-A/ab Street 
Um Uthainah Cornnerda! Centre 


TeL 6*19*2, Amman 



n )t m $>ub 



- Chinese, Thai, Philllplno, tndonlstan & 
Malaysian specialities 

<§51 - Five branches, all over the world and now one 
In Amman. I 

- Live Band "6" nights a week j 

World wide programmes VIA satellite ■ 



TEL. 654205 


Hours: 12 Moon iz Wdnlght 
_ Friday SPJHUkMght 


. 653482 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN " 




Special Executive Luncheons . 

- TOke away service 
available 

Open Daily 12^0~3J30pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Tbwards 3rd circle 


To!. 659619 659520 


The inn Place to be.. 



Theflntibest 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 639068 





FREE 

6 Muncfnes 
Reduced Drink Prices 

7 - 9 PM Daily 

642401 






& Tapas Bar 

Inter na tional Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 








Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jabal Amman. - 3nl Gods 
Ftar litem rttirm M fflBOBO -1 


There is_a lot more to 
than great hist food 


ive Band 

689197 

Couplet Onfri or 

Groups of Ladra & Gents 

Open Daly 



A Small Restaurant 
A Grand Mission 

AJuliiuif K:;r:u.slK' Shopping C ckUt, 
iii'S!' Oiktii Aid Fund Td. HI a->55 
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Azeri 

troops 

abandon 


YeltsinsuspendsRutskoi, 
Shumeiko for infighting 


Knbatli 


MOSCOW (Age odes) — Azer- 
baijani forces abandoned the 
southwestern city of Knbatli 
Wednesday after coming under 
attack from separatist Armenian 
battle tanks, Interfax and Azer- 
baijani news agencies said, quot- 
ing the Defence Ministry. 

A group of Azerbaijani troops 
and civilians remained sur- 
rounded in a pocket north of the 
dty and continued to fight, the 
reports said, adding that Arme- 
nian forces were preparing an. 
offensive on Zangelan further 
southwest. 

Zangelan is the last remaining 

city in southwestern Azerbaijan 
not yet captured by Armenian 
fo rce s. 

The Azerbaijani Defence 

Mmistiy said in a statement that 
Knbath had come under heavy 

shelling starting Tuesday from 

Armenian positions in the region 

of Radrut, in southern Nagorno- 
Karabakh, and Gapan in Arme- 
nian territory. 

The statement quoted un- 
named witnesses as saying that 
Armenian forces burned villages, 
according to die news agencies. 

It added that Zangelan was 
under “constant shelhng” from 
Armenian positions in Nagomo 
Karabakh. 

Armenian forces seized two 
key cities in so u t h west e rn Azer- 
baijan in the past two weeks — 
FiznH and Jebnil — and the 
latest fighting there has forced 
hundreds v of thousands of civi- 
lians to flee to the east. 

The surrender of Kubatli com- 
es amid a renewed effort by 


Russia to help mediate a five- 
year-old undeclared war between 


Armenia and Azerbaijan over 
control of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Mem than 10,000 people have 
been killed in the conflict over 
the enclave, located inside Azer- 
baijan but populated mostly by 
Armenians. 

The Armenian Defence Minis- 
try said meanwhile, that a “great 
number” of Azerbaijani military 
vehicles, artillery pieces and heli- 
copters took part in an attack 
along Armenia’s southern bor- 
der, the Armenian News Agency, 
Snark, reported. 

It said one of the Azerbaijani 
helicopters was shot down near 
'the Armenian city of Goris, 
where there were reports of civi- 
lian casualties from shelling by 
Azerbaijani forces. 

Meanwhile, more than 90 per 
cent of voters have rejected ex- 
iled President Abulfaz Elribey in 
a referendum, dealing the way 
fin- new elections, Azeri officials 
said Tuesday. 

U.S. officials along with the 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sian President Boris Yeltsin 
Wednesday temporarily so s- 
pended Vice President Alexander 
Rutskoi and First Deputy Prime 
Minister Vladimir Shumeiko 
from their jobs for bitter infight- 
ing which was harming the gov- 
ernment, his office said. 

Mr. Yeltsin signed a decree 
ordering their “temporary sus- 
pension from duties” because of 
“mutual charges of corruption" 
the two have been throwing at 
each other for weeks, according 
to a statement released by die 
presidential office. 

Their -qurreffing “harms the 
authority of the state,” the state- 
ment said. 

The two are to remain de- 
pended from their jobs while an 
enquiry is held. 

Both men have been informed 

of the decision, die office added. 
Both statement used arcane 

wording to justify the suspension 
because under the Comm must- 
ers constitution still in effect in 
Russia, the president may only 

dismiss his vice president if he 
“violates the constitution and 
(Russian) law.” 

“Currently, General Rutskoi 
has no official mission, which 
implies ins duties as vice presi- 
dent no longer have any legal 
status," it sauL 

Under die constitu ti on, Mr. 
Yeltsin does not even have the 
right to ask Mr. Rutskoi to res- 
ign. Mr. Rutskoi was elected at 
the same time as Mr. Yeltsin in 
Jane 1991. 

The vice president has claimed 
he has “11 suitcases of docu- 
ments** compromising close 
advisers of Mr. Yeltsin. He has 
accused Mr. Shumeiko of in- 
volvement in a scandal involving 
false Mils in which he allegedfy' 
squirreled away money in 
Switzerland. 

Mr. Shumeiko has accused Mr. 


Rutskoi of holding an ill-gotten 
$3 million in a Swiss bank 
accounL 

Meanwhile, after failing to de- 
feat his opponents head-on. Pres- 
ident Yeltsin is trying a new 
tactic; Aiming to circumvent 
them with plans far a new legisla- 
tive body and state treasury. 

The strategy, however, may 
oily intensify his power struggle 
with the Russian Parliament and 
heighten die ride of “dual govern- 
ment” paralysis. The paitiaxnent 
is led by Mr. Yeltsin’s man poli- 
tical rival. Speaker Ruslan Khas- 
bulalov. 

Mr. Yeltsin had promised a 
decisive battle this fall to end fbe 
fend with hardline lawmakers, 
who have assailed his political 
and economic reforms over the 

past two yean claiming they are 
impoverishing and dividing 
Russia, 

Mr. Yeltsin's chief of staff, 

Sergei Filatov, told the ITAR- 
TASS News Agency that a new 

176-seat legislative body, called 
tiie Federation Council, would be 
created next week. 

He said the council would be- 
come the upper chamber of a new 
national parliament, apparently 
as envisioned in Mr. 'Yeftsm , s 
draft constitution. Mr. FQatov 
said that current legislators would 
form the lower house. 

There was no reac- 

tion from Mr. Khasbolatov or 
other legislative leaden, who 
have opposed any change that 
could dilute their power. 

Mr. Yeltsin could create a 
council unilaterally under the ex- 
ecutive branch, as be did last 
June in convening a 700-member 
co nsti tut i onal convention. 

But he does not have the right 
to give the council real legislative 
powers or fink it with the current 
parliament without approval by 
tiie Supreme Soviet legislature or 
its parent Congress or People’s 


Deputies. He also does not have 
the right unilaterally to par- 
liamentary elections. 

Mr. Yeltsin earlier this month 
thr e a t en ed to breach the constitu- 
tion and call new elections any- 
way to replace the former Com- 
munists and factory directors, 
elected before the 1991 collapse 
of tiie Soviet Union. 

Mr. Filatov asserted that the 
re org anisatio n could be carried 
out ^smoothly and without any 
elections or revolutionary up- 
heavals," ITAR-TASS reported. 
It was not immediately evident 
how that could occur. 

The new council would consist 


of two representatives from each 
of Russia's 88 regions and terri- 



tories, he said. It would be 
headed by die president, with the 
prime minister and current speak- 
er as co-chairmen. 

Mr. Yeltsin may be gambling 

that lawmakers will accept the 

Federation Council as a com- 
promise that will not cost them 

their jobs or most of their power. 

He also could use the council to 

ap p ea se regions that oovet poli- 
tical and financial powers now 
exercised by the central govern- 
ment. 

The announcement came a day 
.after the cabinet, led by Prime 
Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
uid It was creating a new state 
treasury at Mr. Yeltsin's orders to 
take over some functions of the 
Central Bank. 

Mr. Yeltsin ' and die cabinet 
have been at odds lbr months 
with the Centra] Bank, which 
formally is under control of both 
thepamament and tiie catenet. 

The current Central . Bank 
Chairman, Viktor Gerash- 
chenko, has a cce pt ed some mar- 
ket r efor ms only srudginghr and 
last month carried out a draco- 
nian confiscation of old ruble 
notes that appeared to catch Mr. 
Yeltsin off guard. 


Residents of the Rio De Ja&cfcro shantyt o w n samwnd the coffins of the 21 people who were 
massacred by masked gunmen (AFP photo) 


Rio shantytown buries massacre victims 


RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — More 
than 2,000 mourners cro wd ed m 

Rio De Janeiro cemetery to bury 
their neighbours and relatives, 

victims of a massacre that kffied . 
21 people. 

Hooded gunmen armed with* 
automatic weapons burst into tiie 
Vigario Genu shantytown Sun- 
day night in what a pp e ar ed to be 
revenge for the deaths of four 
police officers tiie night before. - 

Drug traffickers from the im- 
poverished area are believed to 
have murdered the officers. 

One victim of the massacre was 
laid to rest Monday while the . 
other 20, including eight mem- 
bers of_tbe same family, were 
buried Tuesday in a cemetery 
near Vigario Geral in Rio’s 
northern zone. . 

Onlookers at the funeral re- 


coiled in horror as the coffin of 
tiO*year-old Joacfar Medeiros was 

opened, revealing a rotting body 
riddled with bullets and still co- 
vered in Mood. Flies swarmed 
around the corpse in the swelter- 
ing heat as mourners ran from the 

overwhelming stench. 

Mr. Medeiros' sobbing nephew,, 
whose uncle owned the bar 
where the gunmen killed eight 
people, said be had seen tiie 
gunmen arriving at tire stum area 
and that he was certain they were 
police officers. 

“It was police. I am sure of it," 


the Bible, when the gunmen in- 
vaded their home. 


Only the smallest dskfren were 

Al weeping Severina Bczerra 

Da Siva, neighbour of several of 
the victims, called them “good 
people, all bard- working.” 

“We are seeking justice — 
everyone in the community wants 
justice. We are all so afraid the 
gu nm en will return ," she said. 

Rio Governor Leonel Brizola 
said police had been responsible 
for the massacre, but authorities 
said relatives of tiie victims had 
Masted drug dealers and local 

mimn»h 

The shantytown kflfings came 
just five weeks after eight street 
children were gunned down while 
sleeping beside a c h urc h in tire 
heart of Rio’s financial district. 


said the boy, who declined to give 
his name out of fear. “They 
arrived in four private cars and 

.1 1 L.J j . n 


Gilberto Cardoso Dos Santos, 
61, said he had been lying in bed 
beside his wife, who was reading 


2 l rS£ Buthelezi to return to multi-party 


U . S . to discuss China sanctions waiver 


talks when S. African violence ends 


WASHINGTON (R)— The Un- 
ited States hopes to strike a deal 
with China to waive an estimated 
$1 bflfion in trade sanctions fin- 
posed for the alleged breach of 
international missile control 
gukWines, a senior State Depart- 
ment official said Tuesday. 

“We’re ready at any time to sit 
down with tiie Qnnese, both to 
fry to find a way to lift the 
sanctions if they cooperate bat 
also to explain more fully the 
MTCR and its revised guide- 
lines," Winston Lord, assistant 
secretary of state for East Asia 
and the Pacific, told reporters at a 


gy Control Regime, international 
guide fines that the United States 
last week accused China of violat- 
ing by virtue of a November 


shipment of M-ll surface-to- 
surface missile parts to Pakistan. 


by law to impose for an MTCR 
violation. Pakistan was also 
targeted for lesser sanctions. Mr. 
Lord did not refer to the possible 
fitting of the Pakistan sanctions, 
nor was he asked about it. 


The economic sanctions, 
■nnwmnwl last Wednesday, were 
levied after & U.S. investigation 
found that China shipped compp- 
nents of the M-ll, capabfe -of 
carrying 1,100 pounds (510 kg) 
about 190 miles (300 km). 


Both China and Pakistan have 
denied any violation of the 
MTCR pact, aimed at curbing thd 
spread "of ball&fiC missiles. 


bri efing o n Asia policy. 
MTCR is the Missle Ti 


echnolo- 


Up to 500 mflUon a year in 
U.S. exports would be barred to 
China over the scheduled two- 
year fife of die sanctions, which 
the administration was required 


Neither country signed .the 
part, but China agreed in 1991 to 
abide by it.' In return, tben- 
Secretaiy of State James Baker 
used his authority under the law 
to waive an earlier round of 
sanctions for alleged M-ll- 
related sales to Pakistan. 


president’s supporters doubted 
the fairness of tiie referendum. 


Last Russian unit leaves Lithuania 


the fairness of tiie referendum, 
hdd Sunday. But Azerbaijani 
offi c ials upheld the results. 

. “There is nothing above tiie 
will of the people. If people voted 
no confidence, be can’t remain 
president,” State Secretary Lala 
Gadrineva said. 

The referendum was a victory 
for Geidar Aliev, 70, Azerbai- 
jan's former Communist Party 


VILNIUS, Lithuania (R) — Rus- 
sia’s last troop unit began its 
journey home from Lithuania 
and the Baltic state celebrated 
the end of more than half a 
century of Soviet and Russian 


the foreign army left our soil,” 
President Algndas Brazanskas 
declared after the last train car- 
rying men and equipment pulled 
out of Lithuania’s second city of 
Kaunas. 


mus, scene of a violent Soviet 
crackdown that killed 13 
nationalist demonstrators in 
January 1991, waiting for news 
that the train had finally crossed 
Lithuania's border. 


nmrrh arenes rtv Mpor more ****** 006 gen- 

Church bells pealed across the of Uthoania^jhas wmted 

^ ^3 dreamed he arid, 

that began with the Baltic repub- . 


lie’s annexation by Moscow. 


Crowds gathered on 


“We have lived to see the day ence Square in the 


The Roman Catholic Church 
ordered befis to be mag throughout 
the country in celebration, and a 
end- mass was planned in Vflrnus 
V0- cathedral. 


BONN (AFP) — Zulu leader 
Mangosutbu Buthelezi said 
Wednesday he would re t ur n to 
multi-party talks on South Afri- 
ca's political futnre when violence 
he said was provoked by the 
Africa National Congress (ANC) 
ends. 

Mr. Buthelezi, bead of the 
ANCs arch-ri val the Inkatba 
Freedom Party (IFP), invited tiie- 
interuatfouaimedia*tD 
land; “Wfcn/eied yoii; to big^gir 
the ethnic ’ idomsihg; of th & Z0 ir 
people by*' the armed wirig %T 
ANC. We want yon to report on 
the systematic slaughter of EFP 
supporters and on the horror of 
having 310 of oar leaders assas- 
sinated,” he said. 

The Zulu chief, who held talks 
with Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
and Foreign Minister Klaus Kink- 
el, said be wanted the introduc- 
tion of “a federal system of gov- 
ernment which will give force to 
the hunger of the black majority 
for political power while at tiie 
same time protecting minorities 
from arbitrary rule." 

“We bold the view that state 
governments and legislatures must 
be established under tiie next 


constitution and via the new elec- 
tions,” the Zulu chief told jour- 
nalists. 

*• Chief Buthelezi was speaking 
on the second-day of a three-day 
visit to Germany as a guest of the 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation, 

dose to Mr. Kohl's Christian-. 
Democrats. 

On Tbesday, Mr. Kohl asked 
Mr. Bu^eleza to return .to .toe. 


protest 
been s 


*could lead wid£ consensus 
'rof all i m ffifaurt potitidal parties.*' 
Mr. Buthelezrs party withdrew 
from the negotiations on July 2 to 
protest that April 27, 1994 had 
been set as the date for the 
country’s first multi-party elec- 
tion. Observers said die IFFs 
sworn enemies, the ANC would 
win the election. 

Mr. Buthelezi said Wednesday 
he kept in touch with parties 
trying to agree a democratic 
framework fra South Africa, de- 
spite the walk-out. 

He told a news c on fe r ence in 
Bonn: “Ever since our team 
walked out (of the multi-party 
negotiations), there have been 
ongoing talks with tiie govern- 


ment delegation, with tiie African 
National Congress, the Conserva- 
tive. .Party, the Volksfront - and 
with oilier parties.” 

He added that comments Tues- 
day from President F.W. De 
Klerk, proposing that he should 
meet Mr. Buthelezi at length to 
fry to persuade him back to the 
negotiating table, had been re- 

, .eluding a gangster gunned dqwnby. 


polK£».hase .tttep killed in not- 
fence on Joiiamjesturg-boand sub- 
urban trains in the past three 
days. South’ African police said 
Wednesday. 

Attacks on commuters on a 
bain from Vereenigiitg industrial 
town by an aimed gang Monday 
and Tuesday left five people dead 
.and two injured, police spokes- 
man Colonel Dave Brace said in 
a statement 

To try to apprehend the killers, 
police placed men in plain dothes 
on the train early Wednesday. 

The gang surrounded the 
policemen nod, drawing knives, 
de m anded to know who they 
were. A policeman drew his 
firearm but it jammed. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Khmer Rouge wants talks 


western Georgia, blocking crucial food supplies. Interior Minister 
Temuraz Kbachiashvili said in a television broadcast late Tuesday 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — The radical Khmer Rouge issued their 
most conciliatory statement to date Wednesday, claiming they 
have no designs on power and will make do demands if 
Cambodian leaders agree to all party talks this week. The faction 
has been pleading for the talks since they took a pounding on the 
battlefield in a government offensive last month that wiped out 
their presence in the northwest province’ of Banteay Meanchey 
and pushed back their forces from key areas in Kompone Thom 


that interior forces, supported by army units, were ready for a 
major operation against the rebels supporters of the ousted 


major operation against the rebels supporters of the ousted 
President Zviad Gmnsakhurdia, Mr. Khachiashvili also said 
General Gia Vashakidze, appointed to bead the operation, had 
issued an ultimatum Tuesday ordering the rebels to disarm. The 
ultimatum did not set any deadline. But Georgian Television said 
the rebels were getting ready to resist the government forces. 


ana pusnea oacjc tneir forces trora Key areas in Kompong mom 
and Siem Reap provinces. “The DKP (Democratic Kampuchea 
Party, or Khmer Rouge) has no intention to vie for power, to seek 


distributing arms seized from local police to Gamsakhurdia 
supporters. The rebels control most of Mr. Gamsakhunba's home 
region of Mingrelia, in westm Georgia, and have all but cut off 
the Black Sea port of Poti. They came as close as 10 kilometres to 
Poti Tuesday evening, Georgian Television said. 


the post of co-president or minister or even deputy minister of tiie 
government," the statement said. Instead, the faction asserted 
that it would only ask for an advisory role in the government and 
to join the National Armed Forces that are fighting them. 


Central African leader frees Bokassa 


Catholic man killed in Belfast 


BANGUI (AFP) — Central African Republic head of state 
General Andre Kilougba ordered the release from prison of 


BELFAST (R) — A Roman Catholic ice cream delivery driver 
was shot dead Wednesday in what police said was a purely 


uenerai Anare Mjongoa ordered tne release from prison ot 
former President Jean-Bedel Bokassa in a' decree signed Wednes- 
day, an official said here. The decree was part of an amnesty for 
all prisoners in the country,- signed by Gen. Kiiongba on tiie 12th 
anniversary of his accession to power. Bokassa, who headed a 
bloody authoritarian regime ana proclaimed himself “emperor” 
in 1977 in a ceremony estimated to have cost one quarter of the 
country's annual foreign earnings, was sentenced to death on June 
12, 1987. He was accused of murders, torture and embezzlement. 
Bokassa, who took power in a coup in 1965, was deposed on Sept. 
20, 1979 with the help of French troops. He went into exile in 
France and then the Ivory Coasr, and returned here in 19S6 where 
he was put on trial. 


sectarian attack by Protestant extremists. He died just hours after 
an Irish Republican. Army car bomb injured two policemen and 
wrecked one of Northern Ireland’s biggest supermarket com- 


and shot him several times at point blank range. "This was a 
completely sectarian murder," a police spokesman said after the- 
42nd killing this year in the Northern Ireland conflict. The 


Japan to stage biggest military exercise 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s army, navy and air force will stage their 
largest post-war military exercise on the northern island of 
Hokkaido in late September, a Defence Ministry spokesman said 


bomb exploded just 15 minutes after the IRA had issued a 
45-minute warning. Several nearby residents were treated for 
shock and dozens of houses damaged by the blast, the latest in a 
string of car bombs set off as part of an “economic warfare’’ 
campaign by the IRA, which draws its support mainly from the 
Catholic community. 


Mozambique talks make breakthrough 


mrni&iy personnel, mciuorag one infantry division, liu warships 
and support vessels, and 760 aircraft. “It just so happened that tne 
three separate single-service exercises were combined into one 
this year," the spokesman siad. “There are no other special 
reasons." The U.S. Air Force and Navy would also take part in 


this year," the spokesman siad. “There are no other special 
reasons." The U.S. Air Force and Navy would also take part in 
the later stages of the exercise, with an aircraft carrier strike force 
Of 10 ships and 60 land-based and carrier-borne airplanes, he 
.added. 


MAPUTO (AFP) — 
armed opposition see 
10 days of intensive 1 
Wednesday they h; 
President Joaquim ( 


they announced 


Georgia ready to move against rebels 


TBILISI, Georgia (R) — The Ge 
ready to send in troops against re I 


ian government has said it is 
who have seized a chunk of 


eight-hour overnight session to say they were in agreement on 
state administration and control of the police. Botn issus were 
major obstacles to moving ahead with their October 1992 peace 
plan. The Chissano-Dblakama parley here was their first on 
Mozambican soil in 17 years of civil war which cost an estimated 
one million lives. It also marked their first direct contact since 
they signed tiie ceasefire accord in Rome last yearto pave tiie way 
to general elections in the southern African country. . 


N. Korea seeks nuclear talks with Seoul 

SEO(jL (R) — North Korea has an exchange of “special envoys’* Minister Song Young-Dae. 
proposed urgent talks with South to solve tee nuclear issue. Negotiations between North 

Korea to make the divided penin- He said North Korea wanted to and South Korea broke down in 

sula a nuclear-free zone and end break the deadlock in relations January over an acrimonious row' 
what it called their cold war until tiie South, in keeping with about nuclear inspections. 

confrontation. progress made at talks with the ... . 

— i .-I -Ft ft , . Both sides had accused each 


confrontation. progress made at talks with th 

“It makes us feel a growing ' United States, 
ache in our hearts that time is The United States and its aDie 
wasted in antagonism and con- fear the North is building a nuc 
froutation. without a dialogue, fear bomb, a charge it denies. 


The United States and its allies anacce Ptabje pre- 

fear the North is building a nuc- ‘J n . d,bOTIS for a resumption of 


although the nuclear and . other South Korean government pffi-. “The North is not really in- 

pending issues are awaiting an t rials said they would seriously terested in having dialogue with 
immediate solution," said An study the North’s text before Bat they know they have to be- 


diaJogue. 

“Tiie North is not really in- 


Byung-Sn, North Korea's spokes- .responding, 
man tor inter-Korean affairs. . “If we a 


responding. — cause they really want to keep 

“If we can solve the nuclear talks going with the United 

»fci ■ i ** . c. —i i i 


Mr. An, in a statement carried issue, then we are willing to have States,” said a Seoul-based spe- 

U flip nffimol /VstrfiiX Cnmn « rnKrt V 1 -«■ 


by the official (North) Korean a dialogue in airy form," said ciaKst on North Korean affairs 
Central News Agency, called fra South Korea’s Vice-Unification who asked to remain anonymous. 


Russia, U.S. to sign missile, space pacts 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Vice 
President Al Gore and Russian 


President Al Gore and Russian 
Prime Minister yiktor Cher- 
nomyrdin are due to meet here 
Wednesday mid Thursday to sign 
agreements on missile and space 
technology, administration offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Gore and Mr. Chernomy- 
rdin,- who arrived in Washington 
late Tuesday, bead a joint UJS-- 
Rnssian commission created m 
April to explore trade and invest- 
ment opportunities and space and 


The commission was a product 
of the summit meeting between 
U.S. ..President Bill Canton and 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
in Vancouver, Canada, on April 
.34... 

The agreements to be signed 
' before Mr. Chernomyrdin re- 
turns to Moscow Thursday will 
limit the spread of mwate tech- 
nology and give Russia the right 
to bid on launches of American 
contraerical satellites, the officials 
said. 


a. 

cooperation, focusing . on joint 
efforts in space shuttle and space 
station pro g r am mes is also likely 
to be signed. 


1 


Triag 




aspect 


A senior administration official 
described the accords as “a series 
of very tangible and dramatic 
achievements.” 


energy cooperation. 


viA memorandum on space 


Responding to U.S. protests, 
Russia in July stopped- selling 
uiissfte technology to India ana 
agreed to codify the agreement 
4nd future export policies m a 
memorandum. 


Hurricane brushes by U.S. and east coast 


MANTEO, N.G. <AP) — Hurri- 
cane Emily blew roofs off bufld- 
ings and severely flooded the 
outer banks Tuesday as it 
brushed by the fragile island 
chain at high tide with 115 mph 
(185 kph) wind and heavy ram. 

Forecasters said it likety would 
be the storm’s closest encounter 
with the U.S. mamland. 

“The house is shaking terribly 
from tiie wind and waves. Water 
is pouring in everywhere, from 
Cracks in tiie doors and windows 
and from the roof,” Irene Nolan 
said from her home in the tiny 
seaside village of Frisco, where 
she rode out the s to rm. 

“Everything under tire house 
...is floating down the street with 


toe current," she said. ‘ 

Many buildings along Ocra- 
coke and Hatteras Islands lost 
their roofs aa wind gusts topped 
.90 mph (153 kph), said Dare 
Coun ty emergency management 
officials, who abandoned their 
operations centre on Hatteras be- 
cause of flooding. 

The centre of toe hurricane got 
as dose as about 20 miles (32 
kilometres) due east of Cape 


grown to 45 miles (72 kilometres) 
wide Tuesday evening, and it was 
30 miles (40 kflometres) due east 

GMT) dantbC 81 8 p m- t 0000 


Hatteras late Tuesday afternoon, 
and tiro eye wall — the region of 
strongest wind around the raim 
eye — moved over Hatteras Is- 
land, said Bob Sheets, director of 
toe National Hurricane Centre. 

No part of the eye crossed 
land, however. The eye had 


Cars were floating in a bank 
parkmg lot in Buxton, and fallen 
trees were blocking roads, said 
toe National Weather Service m 
BOTton, which also- reported 
m tbe yard of fb offic, a 
mile inland from Pamlico Sound. 


Forecasters were expecting toe 
hurricane to skirt the mid- 


. iuc miu- 

Atlantic coast Tuesday night, 
then tore ito the rantoeast 
time Wednesday and veer 
otfebore, sparing the northeast its 
worst fury. 




atiiu 
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: . 1 xa&o**) ^ ste- 
,; 3»«wIed OT the 

, . '/^souit,' kooaked wmra at. the net 
;...' Waterin g backhand tohis 

...■'■ He nncdowly, Etea booier 

" > ttB.eoatf Vof 'mne..' 

And jmtas slowly, gating for 
*<l Jr.cfen in nikt ii^ K^m 
^ -\ Wd voder a btat wttfwelUhei 
;■ - ,y X-bafflwy on chaweoven, 
^fiAfreig straggled back — exactly 
-thcdkllnne after tunea year 
. Al-tculb wfa ht$ : second ^ strtigtn 
••'MaJSi Open. 

^tiMttiwIrile, former junior 
V ijwjwpio® Tbomaa Et mrt of 
jOcdor made a jpectaraW IKS. 

■ ^an.dd^^ bggd ng Andre 

- 0 4 .Sd Jennifer Cspriati fad. - 

- . » ■ Agani,; reeded pnfy 16th but 

- m. Toaadereda legitnae contender 

- * vfir hit first U.S. Open title: dux a 


Capriati and Stick upset 


iMife 

-'*:•*** 


- - "j-^sep Wf for himself andfcU 
3 it ,iert in hh arterapr to claw his 
oMtoEnqviti prevailed 6-4, 

Wo defending men’s Champion 
, .nr- ?V»*ta#;ia the finrroondof the 
.>f.S. OMn, much less a two-tnoe 
. ^rfrmdl ^ ^faainp .tike Edberg. 
TdeSJaythe barely avoided 

■ .‘tat dblijw distinction, mrviv- 

: 04, 7-6 (9-7); S-7,6-3 in a 

*-*o*r r - drama against 99th- 
r faateTTMvierDetotrc. , 
r»> '.iUo fortunate was- Capriati, 
Wwotten’s No. 7 reed, dram- 
med dot in tht first round by 
. >#■ Meskin, 1-6, 6-4, 6-4- 

'■ -i “I,wW!l believe I could get 
■otaBy off after the first ret when 
• •playedgreat,” aid Capriati, 
rim punched a forehand long to 

■ Mad e* 18-sbot rally on the Jmal 

Mnt.>Thai was Capriati's 61st 
: : 'saioseed error, those than doable 
Merida's total. 

' -Mary Joe • Fernandez, - the 
/''>NaMg> No. 6 seed,. withdrew 

• Thom the tou rna m ent beca u s e of 
'.. - a bdo minal pain. Sherrill be re- 

; -placed by a lucky laser. . 

. • Bye-bye^ too, went mien’s No. 

; / 6 Imduiel Stkh. dieseoond nien’s 
'seed- to lose, saccte nb cdiM to 
...^ Henrik Hotm, 6-3, 7^6 (I^8U 

Not’ ad the top p l ay er s had a 
? tough dme.' No. 1 Jon ^Courier 
t d h pit h riMstcoAiadb Ooraz 
6-C 6-3. -6-3; No. 7 Michael 
"IGtaiig beat Sbeflsy -Cannon 6-1, 
6*2 and No. ft Thomas 
ywH tr - down ed Alex Corretja 
; 6-4, 6-4, 6-3. Women’s No. 8 Jana 
Novotna, the 'Mm fmatist, 

- Czech tennis «t Novotna 
. found bendf assigned to die out- 
er reaches of the National Tennis 
caffe for. her fim-rouud U.S. 

• Open match. 

She was sharing a oomt next to 
-a men’s match, smack in the 
-mxjkttr of die sounds and smeds 

• of this frenzied eVent. Es this any 
: wiy to treat the Wimbledon run- 

nerup? 

Bw Novotna Was not (Sstnibed 
tt pining to the boondocks, sur- 
: nmaded by the food comt and 
coiririonunt. She went about 
■ defeafrg Gavaldon 

. . y^ .efljaenfe^E. i p j sp jtyfncnlar 

■ “Today was nothing special," 

. ■- sakt Jhma- Mantfljkoy^ who is 


chance to win erne- point. But m 
the second set, she started to 
m a ke a lot of mistakes." 

US. OPEN NOTEBOOK 
** The' U.S. Open lost one of its 
"Top players Tuesday without a 
racket being swung. 

Mary Joe Fernandez, the 
women's sixth seed from Miami, 
withdrew from the tournament 
just before her first-round match 
because of addommal pain. 

Further details' of her illness 
were unavailable from tourna- 
ment officials; 

Fernandez’s seeding - will re- 
main vacant, with ber place in the 
draw taken by Maria Jose Gaida- 
no of Argentina, a loser from the 
qualifying tournament. 

It was not immediately dear 
when the first-round match in 
which. Fernandez was to have 
faced Andrea Vieira of Brazil 
would take place. 

' Fernandez was a seaufwaHst at 
the Open last year and was 
runner-up to Steffi Graf at the 
French Open last June. 




ber coach. “She was good enough : 
to win.” 

Novotna is best remembered 
for her final set foldup at Wimb- 
ledon, wben she blew the sport’s . 
most prestigious title to Steffi 
Graf. Novotna was up 41 in the 
third set when a double built 
triggered her downfall and left ‘ 
her weepin g on the shoulder of 
the Dutchess of Kent. 

“Reople flunk she 'choked at - 
Wimbledon,” Maudtikova said. ‘ 
■’ “She knows she didn't. She got to 
.tihe -finals. How many people 
have done that? I was there twice 
and she was closer to winning ; 
than I ever was. That’s ah unbe- 
lievable ac hi evement. I'm sure 
shell lam' another chance.” 

Mandtikova said Novotna pat: 
the di sap poin tme nt of Wimble' - 
^dop. behind her almost in>- 
1 mrffiafrTv ' 

; “I took me longer than her to 
recover,” MandHfcova wd. 

In fact, Novotna’s display of 
emotion — die kind of htunan 
reaction so rarefy seen on tnona-. 
ment tennis court* has woo her 

a coterie of fansl 

“Before that, they did- not 
know her,” Mandfikova said. 
“They would ask for my autogra- 
phy, *Haha Haha’ now it is * Jana • 
Jana”* * 

Novotna said she has received 
worldwide support following 
Wimbledon. 

“Everybody has been touched 
by tins moment," she said. *T 
hope that tins moment will stay 
with them forever, Kke with me. I 
will cherish this moment the rest 
of my life.” 

Novotna has turned the nega- 
tives of -that loss mto a positive. ' 

“It was a great disappointment 
at the' same time,” she said. “I 
have to get on -with my fife and. 
this year gives me so much confi- 
dence. If I can take advantage of 
that, it will tarn things for myself „ 

I think I am doing that so far." 

Asked what site -would say tf - 


he .won Ms match (AFP 


. she could send a message to the 
■ Dutdiess, Novotna sinned. 

“Tell her I appreciate very 
ranch what she said tome, audit 
is always nice to see. her tiding 
there and being involved in temris 
so much." 

When' teenage American tennis 
. ace Capriati went down in three 
; sets, she gave an older and lesser 
known Georgian her “best win” 
ever. 

“In !9l I had a very few good 
- vans against top Jen players, bat 
tire U.S. Open is A ffere n t," said 
Meskin after beating tire 7th seed 
in tire firet round. 

MesUn first gained attention at 
America’s prendre* tennis tourna- 
ment by upsetting fourth-seeded 
American Pam Shtiver in 1988 in 
the second rapid. She jhep lost in 
tire, third rotnjd .to tmhirealded 
;Am«S3tti-t^ 

. Ill 1989 Mrekhi became the 
firet Soviet woman to win a 
tournament in IS years by taking 
the .Virginia Sfims.-of Nashville, 

Bnf the 25^reaNHd, ranked' 
37th in-tire world, is gfad she no 
longer plays as a Soviet. 

“Tm Goorpan. I speak Geor- 
gian,” she said in an interview ’ 
: with the Assotiated Press. “So all 
tire time it was wrong. Fm not 
Russian.” 

In 1991, Meskhj beat the 17- 
year-ftid Capriati in three sets in 
the Family Circle Magazine Cup 
at Hilton Head. 

Capriati drowned in a sea of 
un forced errors, why so many? “I 
don’t know,” tire said. ‘T/wish I 
knew. 

“Maybe 1 lost concentration, 
just eased up a bit. I just started 
making errors and lost it mental- 
ly." 

As for Meskhi; who reached 
tire q ua rtets at the Open in 1990, 
the match was hardly a waltz. 

“She is very tough, Meskin 
said. “She always plays very 
good. The first ret, tire played 
unbelievable. 4 didn’t have a- 


fr A victory pkas frtqaeai-fficr 
■flts Thomas Muster won his 
first-round match at the U.S. 
Open Tuesday. That was the easy 
part, 

Getting here was quite a trip. 

While most pfayers were tuning 
up on -American hardcourts. 
Muster spent last week in Umag, 
Croatia, playing on his favourite 
surface — day. He won the 
tournament, but bad 4,000 miles 
(6,400 kflometres) and six time 
zones between that trophy mid 
his next atop. 

So Muster, an Austrian, hire- 
tied from Umag to Paris, hopped 
the Concorde and broke the 
sound barrier to New York, arriv- 
ing about 5 a.m. Monday. 

Refreshed and on New York 
time after a day on the ground, he 
made -quick work of Alex Corret- 
ja of Spain, 6-4, 64, 6-3. 


* S a wnur to the rffy: The Open 
alwv&.reems^to be greeted by 
hot^ tiidey wreriher ^nd tfns Au~ 

r t Is no exception. An mrasual- 
hbt summer in New York is 
ending with typical conditions 
mid . bringing unusual warnings 
for fans. 

As temperatures readied the 
upper 80s under hazy sunshine 
Tuesday,, message boards 
throughout tire National Tennis 
Centre urged spectators to watch 
ant. 

“Due to weather conditions, 
please use sun protection,” the 
messa g es said. “Rest in the shade 
and drink plenty of fluids.” 

* It’s crowded out there: That 
message was flashed to a record 
number of tenure fans, too. 

Attendence for Tuesday’s day 
session was 22357, the largest for 
a single session in tire tourna- 
ment’s history. The old record 
was 22,166, for the day session on 
Apg. 26, 1991. . 

The record crowd included 500 
fans who purchased grounds pas- 
ses, which entitled them to watch 
all matches except those on the 
stadium court. They are being 
sold for the firet time -this year. . 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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I AL - MAHAR FOR FRESH FISH I 


INVITES YOU TO TRUST, HONESTY AND 

SINCERITY. ' ^ A 

WE WELCOME YOU DAY AFTER DAY. 

OUR RESOURCES ARE FROM MEDITERRA- . ^VV ■ 
NIAN SEA, RED SEA AND ARABIAN GULF. > 

al-mahar for fresh fish with rrs 
new. ' ^5^ 

MANAGEMENT. (MR. SARED AL- - 
MASSEY). 

WELCOMES YOU AND WITH THE USUAL HIGH QUALITY. 


riA A ALi WASFI AL TELL ST. BESIDE AL ASSA? GAS STATICS TEL ; 346446 
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THEY’R ALL HAPPY HOURS 


BAKU ARAFAT, organist 
makes all your- hours HAPI 
ONES when you listen to his r 

Jazz i; Samba ,• Salsa 
anti Rock Music... 

8-11 pan. every night 
at the GALAXY BAR of the 

SAN ROCK HOTEL 


5 -. 8 pjn will flash by when you listen to 
ouf pianist at the lobby . 

L.*?’ AkUm WaSdhlan 



Brazilian 
squad is 
all work, 
no play 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — It 
was all work and no play as the 
Brazilian national squad returned 
to their training complex in 
mountainous Teresopolis 100 
kilometres outside of Rio. 

“We won a battle but we ha- 
ven’t won the war yet,” said 
Brazilian manager Carlos Alber- 
to Pereira, referring to Brazil's 
6-0 thrashing of previously un- 
beaten Bolivia Sunday. Brazil 
still has two more games in World 
Cup qualifying action. 

“Grazil has erred in past com- 
petitions by celebrating victories 
before they were won,” Paireira 
said. “This time there will be no 
celebration until we have our 
passport to the United States 
stamped.” 

Brazil cleaned its soul by beat- 
ing upstart Bolivia, as fans for the 
firet time in this year’s qualifying 
matches applauded play. 

In Recife, where the game took 
place, a special troop of 300 
military police had to protect 
players from frenzied, euphoric 


Arabian horse festival sst g 1 


Sunday's upcoming game 
against g roup lantern Venezulea 
is seen by experts as a chance for 
Brazil to test different forma- 
tions. 

Brazil’s leading striker Bebeto. 
who received his second yellow 
card against Bolivia, must sit out 
Sunday’s match as well as midfiel- 
der Donga who was ejected for 
rough play. 

Palmeiras striker Evair has 
been named to substitute Bebeto, 
and the people's choice, 
PaUrinba, will play for Donga. 

Fans, in public opinion polls, 
have said for weeks they want to 
see rookie Paflunha on tire Brazi- 
lian squad playing alongside team 
captain Rai. It was this duo that 
led Sao Paolo to victory in last 
year’s Toyota Cop and tbeir 

Palhiriha enchanted observers 
in last week’s scrimmages in 
Teresopbfis, some comparing his 
style to former striker Tostao of 
the 1970s world champion squad. 
Others compare his field vision 
-with that of Zico, a standout on 
the 1982 and 1986 teams. 

In this year’s liberators’ Cup 
finals, sportscasters said that 
“when PaQtinba and Rai are on, 
they waltz down the field as 
untouchables.” Another called 
Palhinha the Fred Astaire of 
modern Brazilian soccer. 

“Palhinha has a class all of his 
own,” Pcle said Sunday as a TV 
Globo sports commentator. “He 
plays the creative kind of soccer 
that made Brazil three times 
world champion.” 

Brazil will also have a chance 
against Venezuela to further 
strengthen their defensive line, a 
standout against Bolivia. 


AMMAN (J.T.)- Her Royal 
Highness Princess Alia Bint A1 
Hussein Wednesday held a 
press conference to discuss the 
5-day Arabian horse festival 
which will be held’in Ionian 
Sept. 19-24. 

The festival will include a 


broad programme which 'v:'! 
encompass training courses r ?r 
umpires and veterinarians sn.-: 
a contest of Arabian horse- 
Seven countries will be tun- 
ing part in the festive!, the 
fourth of its kind to be held hr 
the Kingdom. 


_ c:-..\-:»s include Qatar, 

*>:*•. - Oman, Iraq, Bri- 
L'ur. :i?e J.3. and Jordan. 

r rir c?-; I12 ;s president of 

;he Horse Organisa- 

tion r-d «.V.ninvoman of the 
F.oya! Jordafii?n Horse Breed- 
er 7 Scrictv 


* 
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Paris St Germain soccer fans dash with riot 
policemen on the stands of the Parc Des Princes 


stadium a V 
ttiis weak 


r-.- . iifaa match eartier 


France announces crackd®^ ^ • :!?-?oi!igaiis 

PARIS (R) — French Sports Minister Michele "World Cap. 

AJKot— Marie said Tuesday police would crack Ma&ioni hes v: -4:0 tf-.e 10 hlep identify the 

down on soccer hooligans to prevent a repeat of pans St. Germ:.::, fans who 2' ,;;e::ed the policemen 
tire violence that marred a match in Paris last fo what he ca 1 !•?:'- ‘ a sava^-* frerr^itaied attack.” 

weekend. Police have set *.-■> r sped?: telephone hotline to 

Details of the campaign would be unveiled by encourage tiw to come forward with m- 


PARIS (R) — French Sports Minister Michele 
A1 Hot-Marie said Tuesday police would crack 
down on soccer hooligans to prevent a repeat of 
tire violence that marred a match in Paris last 
weekend. 

Details of the campaign would be unveiled by 
Paris police chief. Philippe Massoni Wednesday. 
Alliot-Marie told France-3 television. 

The government would probably ask parliament 
to adopt a law to combat violence in soccer 
stadiums, tire said. 

“There will be 'concrete measures, there will 
surely be periodic legislative measures and then I 
think there is a lot of prevention and education.” 

Ten policemen were injured by Paris St. Ger- 
main fans m clashes after a French League match 
against Caen at the Parc Des Princes stadium in 
Paris last Saturday. 

The government is anxious to stamp out soccer 
hooliganism because France is due to host the 1998 


formation. 

Massoni said :V » •. ti-.r! : ; N;:d been planned in 
advance and c:f :• liv.- :_r. ’.hat fans had smuggled 
.tear gas greirr ir: Lm-: despite strict 

security chec*--;. 

“It definite \ arvor :■ a: this ection was pre- 
meditated a.'ii jei: ha he Mid. 

One C! ihc i.njur.i r . iicemen was still in 
intensive care o.i bet his condition was 

improving. 0 police S7C»'.: ■y-i :*u’an said. 

Authorities in ' naera *r vastem France, fearing 
violence vvher. z 2cis S*. Germain piay there 
Wednesday. called Er. dozens cf extra riot 
police ahead or d:s match. 


Lprrfbnd wants to retire wits if ig year 


MEDINA, Minnesota (AP) — 
He has been beset by chronic 
fatigue, a feud with his father and 
a year of uncompleted races and 
poor finishes. 

Greg Lemond, three-time win- 
ner of the Tour de France, calls it 
a “searching year for me.” 

Lemond, the only American to 
win cycling’s most prestigious- 
event, is thinking about retire- 
ment. But first be has some work 
to do. 

“My whole focus is having a 
good year next year," Lemond 
said from tire Medina Mansion be 
shares with wife Kathy and three 
children. “At least with Euro- 
pean racing, I want to go out on 
top.” 

Lemond’s only victory since 
the 1990 Tour de France was last 
yearis Tour de Pont. He finished 
seventh in tire 1991 tour de 


FOR RENT IN SHME1SANI 

An apartment consisting of two bedrooms, a 
nice big kitchen, two bathrooms, a sitting 
and dining room, separate central heating, 
water, electricity and private entrance. 

Please call 678433 


France, dropped out last yetr 
from exhaustion and didn’t enter 
this year’s race because of aller- 
gies and fatigue. 

‘Tve raced 15 years; Tm lock- 
ing forward to retirement.'' 
Lemond said. “If I have another 
year tike this, FU retire ...I think 
probably I'll stay in the business 
and cycling, maybe be manager 
of a team.” 

It’s the business end of cycling 
that Lemond blames for ruining 
his last racing season. He said last 
winter’s dispute with his father. 
Bob, over Lemond enterprises — 
Greg’s bicycle company ~ 
caused stress that led to chronic 
fatigue. The company reporLediy 
was more than $1 million in the 
red when Lemond dismissed hi; 
father as its president. 

• “He started the bike company 
— it was his project — and he h?~i 
a hard time letting it go.” 
Lemond recalls. “Last winter v.-cs 


Lke most painful thing IVe ever 
L'-.en tki .%-igIi.” 

That’s something coming from 
r. -nar- who was almost killed in a 
IV 57 hunting - cadent and who 
vr» now is ■’ring a cast on a 
•■wst fr.'c.urt nie training. 

But ir. t'a. ...atter of corn- 
el cckr. r.oloo rants out Greg 


A BUILDING FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 

A three-floor buRdGng of one famished flat on each floor. Each flat is 300 
sq. m; has three bedrooms, one of them is a master bedroom, balconies, 
three toilets, two salons, and a telephone service. 

Suitable for embassies and agencies. 

Note: flats cm be 'noted n nfl n a fefterf otdj Aar embassies. 

Plaue call: 810671 


-ece. r.ocoo rams out Lrreg 
Ifmcr J. He's :ast a legion of 
cernor.s: weigh*, fatigue and 

aflerdej. ?ct he also has strong 
mrtiva:;.*-. ss ne begins training 
c 5: in r : c sc :• th: The lust half of 
z Si. 3 r. liv? contract with the 
i.-jm Can. and a chance 
bsr.t f ':irds Miguel Indurain. 
v-ho v.c Third consecutive 
r g> ... » . . ye’iT. 

"if Gr?j rtaify wants to do it, 
i: ? yen <£•■ sard former nation- 
al b'ycjj upranpicn John Eus- 
ric?. v'-v egpn his career with 
Lemond. His body is fine. It’s a 
r-c“ -j. -f he wants to.” 


VMJJg. 

Super deluxe villa, newly cuili, ;?c.5L-:' ai Sweifieh, 
(between 6th & 7th Circis-s). Cor sittir g o. 3 oecirooms, 
dining room, salon, 2 verandas. :? c-rlttr-.-r: -s, 2 garages, 
garden. (Area 260m z j. 

For more EK&miatiCKi. ^":t^ sa?l: 

Tel. Nos. 5357£? ; V.g: ; -.;v 


F& ii tr. 

A first floor super deluxe 
metres, with separate ersue- 
Location: Doctors’ Quart* - , 
Please ssE5 d; 


:enirai he? if 

t '\, Amman. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, large salon, spacious kitchen, bath- 
room, central heating, air condition, automatic washing machine, 
cooking range, refrigerator with a freezer, iron-barred windows. 
Location'. Jabal Amman — 4th Circle. Annual rent JD 5,000. 

Call teL 642639 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Location: Jabal Amman, 5th Circle. 

Area: 270 square metres, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
(including the master bedroom) with 3 bathrooms, two 
salons, dining and sitting rooms, spacious kitchen with a 
garden, garage, telephone and separate central heating. 
Call tel.: 699450 or 673457 


ALPHA RflMSZftf 
ALPHA ROMEO Spiie: 
excellent condition. 

For more inflow c&cc 


1S88, in 




Three bedroom indepince ; v-ils i: ; S 
telephone, central heating, cerdsn a 

Interested ?; 

Zarqa at tel. 



Cbon 


tort Action Hero 

we 12J0, 3^0. fcI5, &30, MS** 


Add Imam 
in ' 


Wad Sayyad Al Vit|>i l 

play ■ 

.-(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 3*0. 6M. 8 J0 



Tel-: 67S571 




presents a piay entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Sheer, Fuad Shomali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 

nrn nnM »>H 












10 


News 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FMDAY, SEPTEMBER 2-3, 



Promising Bosnia talks break down 


Combtned agency dispatches 


GENEVA — Bosnian peace 
talks which appeared headed to- 
wards settlement abruptly broke 
down Wednesday as the three 
parties angrily accused one 
another of last-minute intransi- 
gence with an accord in sight. 

“The co-chairmeD have 
finished the talks," Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman told 
reporters. “Everybody is leaving, 
there is no agreement." 


Mr. Tudjman said the Croats 
wanted a settlement but in a 
reference to the Muslim-led gov- 
ernment said, “unfortunately 
there are some who are not in- 
terested in peace but in the con- 
tinuation of the war." 

Bosnian Croat leader Mate- 
Boban said: “Harbingers of death 
have broken up the talks today. I 
am saddened." 

But officials of the Sarajevo 
government, who earlier re- 
ported movement in talks on the 
ethnic partition of Bosnia, 
blamed the Serbs and Croats for 
refusing what they called reduced 
and “minimal" demands. 

Fikret Abdic, a Muslim mem- 


ber of the collective Bosnian 
presidency, said that mediators 
Lord Owen and Tborvald Stol- 
tenberg were “afraid that all 
humanitarian activities will be 
jeopardised.” 

Diplomatic sources said Mus- 
lim President Alija Izetbegovic 
found the offers from the Serbs 
and Croats insufficient but had 
been ready to come bade Thurs- 
day for more discussions. 

The turnaround came as the 
year-old talks appeared to be 
heading towards a settlement 
based on the division of Bosnia 
into three republics along ethnic 
lines. 

The Bosnian government had 
been the only holdout to a prop- 
osal for a loose Bosnian union 
that would gjve them 30 per cent 
of the former Yugoslav republic 
to 52 per cent for separatist Serbs 
and 18 per cent for Croats, 

Diplomatic sources had said 
Bosnian Serbs had made territo- 
rial concessions in eastern Bosnia 
to the reluctant Muslim-led gov- 
ernment to allow h to link its 
enclaves with Sarajevo and the 
rest of central Bosnia. But a key 
stumbling block was Muslim ac- 
to the Adriatic Sea via the 


mainly Croat port of Neum. 

They said the Muslims had also 
sought more Serb-held land in the 
northwest but would not insist on 
the point in the face of s-rona 
Serb opposition. 

Earlier in the afternoon, 32i::r 
' Izetbegovic, Bosnian Muslim 
President Aiija *zetbegov*c's son 
and persona! secretary” had said. 
“We are so close to an agreement 
now that it would be tragic if ’he 
talks collapsed.” 

The Muslim leader had criti- 
cised the partition plan as reward- 
ing Serb and Croat aggression. 

Bakir Izetbegovic specified 
that the Muslims wanted a wider 
corridor linking eastern enclaves 
of Gorazde, Zepa and Srebrenica 
with the Muslim state, and (lie 
Serbs* return of the northern 
town of Prijedor. From the 
Croats the Muslims demanding a 
land corridor leading to Neum. 

A source close to the talks said 
Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic agreed to a tbree- 
kilometre-wide corridor in east- 
ern Bosnia, but refused to hand 
over Prijedor. 

Mr. Tudjman had refused to let 
the Muslims have Neum because 
it would split the key resort of 


Dubrovinik from the rest of 
Croatia. 

The Associated Press obtained 
a copy of a draft agreement de- 
signed to deal with the govern- 
ment demands for access to the 
Adriatic Sea and for a wider land 
link between Muslim enclaves in 
Serb-held territory in eastern 
Bosnia and for a Serb outlet to 
the sea in the south. 

The draft said there should be 
bilateral talks on these outstand- 
ing issues after the signing of an 
overall peace agreement- 

As a concession to the Serbs, 
the draft text staled that sanctions 
against Serbia and Montenegro 
should bo gradually lifted as the 
peace accord was implemented. 

During face-to-face talks Tues- 
day. Mr. Izetbegovic and Mr. 
Karadzic agreed on a five-point 
plan, including the cessation of 
hostilities. The warring factions 
have repeatedly agreed and 
broken ceasefires. 

They agreed on prisoner ex- 
changes and a telephone hotline 
between government headquar- 
ters in Sarajevo and the Bosnian 
Serb base in Pale, and on a joint 
commission to regulate electricity 
and water. 



A Palestinian refugee in Ain Heftve refugee camp in 
Sooth Lebanon, Yousef Saftawi, who Bed in 1967 
from East-Jemsaiem, shows documents for proper- 


ty belonging to him in Jerusalem, and wonders 
pint will happen to his property following the 
Israefi-Palestnuan' agreement (AFP photo) 


Jordan hopes to finalise agenda for talks 


Nordic countries to give 
$125m to occupied lands 


V1SBY. Sweden (Agencies) — 
The Nordic countries agreed 
Wednesday to grant a total of one 
billion kroner ($125 million) to 
the occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank, a Norwegian foreign minis- 
try official said Wednesday. 

Norway will give 200 million 
($25 million), while Denmark has 
said it is willing to contribute 300 
million ($37.5 million). Finnish 


million) in aid. 

"I assume that there will be an 
increased Swedish contribution 
after ■ the promising break- 
throughs we ve seen.” she said. 

Denmark’s Foreign Minister 


Niels llelvcg Petersen was 
pleased with the recent days’ de- 


Foreien Minister Heikki Haavisto 
revealed that the Finnish share of 


the aid will be between 30 and 40 
'million Finnish marks (between 
$5.1 and $6.9 million). 

The remainder will he divided 
between Sweden and Iceland. 

The five Nordic foreign minis- 
ters gathered Tuesday and 
Wednesday on the Swedish island 
of Gotland in the Baltic Sea for a 
meeting on international affairs. 

Israel Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said last week during his 
visit to the five Nordic countries 
that he had suggested that they 
donate five per cent of their 
foreign aid for the coming years 
for uaza and the West Bank. 

In an official statement, the 
Nordic ministers welcomed the 
recent successes in the peace 
negotiations and expressed strong 
support for the efforts to reach a 
balanced agreement. 

The ministers share a deep 
'concern that the economic crisis 
in the occupied territories is a 
threat to peace in the region. 

"Extensive international aid 
will be necessary to create u 
vigorous Palestinian autonomy 
and economically sound develop- 
ment in the occupied areas.” the 
statement said. 

"We have agreed to give aid 
from the Nordic countries to sta- 


ve fopmenis and looked to the 
future. 

“Now we have to see to it that 
there will he a breakthrough for 
the areas and people that are 
affected.” he said, and suggested 
that the United Nations police 
and Works .Agency (UNRWA) 
play, a more active: and leading 
role in cooperation with the 
World Bank. 

The leaders called for a new 
Nordic meeting of civil servants 
to work out the details of the aid 
package. 


France wants EC actions 


France has urged its European 
[EC) na 


Community (EC) partners to de- 
ride how much funding they 
could provide to the Palestinians 
once an agreement between the 
Palestinian Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and Israel has been 
set into motion. 

A French foreign ministry 
spokesman said Pans had urged 
its II EC partners “to quickly 
examine what aid. notably econo- 
mic aid. the European Commun- 
ity could contribute when the 
time is ripe to implement the 
plan.” 

Yasser Arafat, chairman of the 
PLO. sent a message to France 
early last week requesting fund- 
ing for a Palestinian entity to 


emerge from the peace process. 


bilise the peace process and move 
it forward." Norwegian Foreign 


Minister John Joergen Holst said, 
and promised ItX) million kroner 
($13.7 million) in aid and possibly 
another 150 million kroner (520.5 
million) from his own depart- 
ment. 

Swedish Foreign Minister Mar- 


garetha Af Ueclus spoke of sums 
ii mo 


up to 180 million kroner ($22.5 


information on chief Yas- 
ser Abed Rabho said in Paris last 
week that similar requests had 
been made to Belgium. The EC 
president, and to the United 
States and Russia us co-sponsors 
of the 22-month peace negotia- 
tions. 

The EC on Tuesday welcomed 
what it called an historic agreement 
between Israel and and PLO 
aimed at giving Palestinians self- 
rule. 


Qadhafi calls for dialogue 


with U.S., rejects threats 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi or. 
Wednesday urged the. United 
States to negotiate with Liby?taver 
its refusal to hand over two sus- 
pects in the bombing of a Pan Am 
airliner. 

“There must be negotiations 
on the problems between Amer- 
ica and us, even on Lockerbie.” 
Col Qadhafi said. 

His comments came during a 
three-hour speech to mark the 
1969 revolution that brought him 
to power by overthrowing the 
monarchy. 

Col. Qadhafi said the United 
States, Britain and France are 
using the Lockerbie issue to en- 
gineer a confrontation with 
Libya. 

“We are in a head-on con- 
frontation with their.. This is not 
our fault at ail. The Lockerbie 
issue is really an excuse ... at any 
moment now we will be in a state 
of confrontation ... at any mo- 
ment the sword will strike.” Col. 
Qadhafi said. 

Libya has been under U.N. 
arms, air and diplomatic sanc- 
tions since April 1992 to force it 
to hand over for trial in Britain or 
the United States the two sus- 
pects who have been charged 
with the 1900 bombing of Pan 
Am 103 over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. killing 270 people. 

France wants Libya’s coopera- 
tion in its investigation of a 1989 
attack on a UTA plane over 
Niger that killed 171 people. 

The three Western countries 
last month warned Libya that if it 
does not deliver the two men by 
Oct. 1. they will try to freeze its 
assets abroad and ban its purch- 
ase of oil equipment. 

Col. Qadhafi denied reports 
that he was willing to turn over 
the two and accused foreign 
embassies and intelligence ser- 
vices of the United States. France - 
and Britain of spreading this 
rumour. 

“Those who spread rumours 
that the two wanted Libyans 
would be extradited are firing 
bullets in our midst and l would 


never fogive them." he said. 

He said discussions with the 
West to resolve the dispute had 
been suspended and that Libya 
would not bow to Western 
threats. 

Libya “will not be threatened 
into changing its position on the 
Lockerbie affair.” Col. Qadhafi 
said. 

“All the negotiations underway 
between Libya and the West have 
been suspended because of die 
ultimatum," he added in a speech 
marking the 24th anniversary of 
his takeover of power in 1969. 

Libya has proposed thar the 
s us peas be tried in a “neutral" 
country, complaining the demands 
were a breach of its sovereignty 
and that the suspects would 
otherwise not get a fair trial. 

Last month the official Libyan 
news agency JANA reported that 
Libya was willing to cooperate 
with the French judicial author- 
ities and that a dialogue was 
underway with France. 

Libyan foreign minister Omar 
Al Muntasser also said in August 
that he had discussed with U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
the possibility of bringing to trial 
the two Libyans accused by 
Washington and London. 

Scottish coalminers who sought 
a lifeline from Libya to keep their 
pit going said on Wednesday they 
would turn down the money if it 
upset the public. 

“We v/ould not wish to offend, 
anyone," Jackie Aitchison, chair- 
man of Monktonhall Minewor- 
kors, a co-operative which leases 
the colliery near Edinburgh from 
state-owned British Coal, said in 
a telephone interview. 

“We are very, very conscious 
of people’s feelings and their 
opinions about Libyan money, 
especially from a regional point 
of view, as the town of Lockerbie 
is closed to Monktonhall." 

j he miners caused a storm this 
when Scottish media re- 
ported they had held talks with 

< skv.l't A rafi 1 


Libya’s state-owned Arab Fore- 
ign Investment Company about 
funds to continue in business. 
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Secret contacts under way over Knwanti offer 
to reconsider cases of Jordanians, 




By P. V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Secret contacts 
are continuing among human 
rights aaivists, lawyers and 
mediators over a Kuwaiti offer 
to reconsider the cases of 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
detained in Kuwait if Iraq re- 
leases Kuwaiti nationals that 
Kuwait says are held in Iraq, 
informed sources said Wednes- 
day. 

“The idea was first mooted 
several months ago by Kuwaiti 
human rights activists but no- 
thing came out of it since there 
was no Kuwaiti government 
endorsement of the proposal," 
said a lawyer closely involved 
in the exchange. 

“But now it seems that there 
is a change of mind in the 
ruling circles of Kuwait and 
contacts have been revived," 
added the lawyer, who prefer- 
red anonymity. 

Several dozen Jordanians 
and Palestinians are in Kuwaiti 
prisons after they were con- 
victed of "collaborating" with 
the Iraqis during the seven-. 


practices were not applied in 
the court which found them 
guilty. 

The Jordanian government 
as well as Parliament and activ- 
ists have condemned the trials 
and appealed for international • 
intervention to suspend the 
sentences. 

The lawyer, whose account 
of the affair was confirmed by 
two human rights activists, said 
that one of the major snags was 
a dispute over the number of 
Kuwaitis held in fraqi prisons. 

“Our contacts in Iraq have 
established that there are only 
135 Kuwaiti nationals under- ■ 
going prison terms in Iraq." 
said "the lawyer. “They were 
convicted of non-politicai 
crimes after a due legal process 
in a court of law." 


met with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein three months 


Mr. Ortega, who appeared 
to have assumed the role of a 
mediator at that time, told the 
Jordan Times upon his return 
from Baghdad that many of the 
people whose names were on 
the list were found to be living 
in Kuwait. 


“The Iraqis are willing to 


Kuwait claims that neatly 
800 Kuwaitis remain under Ira- 
qi detention without charge. 

Following the Gulf war 
which ended its occupation of 
Kuwait in February 1991, 
Baghdad released several 
thousand Kuwaits who were 
rounded up and taken to Iraq 
its control of the emi- 



.-.l .ca.it . cf toe in naii; 

been condemned to death. 

International human rights 
groups and lawyers have de- 
nounced the trials in Kuwait 
spying the due process of law 
and international norms and 




Li I.' . Oulld-Uf-- 

The Kuwaiti government, 
acting through the Arab 
League, handed over a list of 
the alleged prisoners to former 
Nicaraguan President Daniel 
Ortega, who visited Iraq and 


cooperate, but the Kuwaitis 
have to be realistic in -heir 
claims," Mr. Ortega said. 

Iraq has received several 
lists forwarded by the 
Kuwaitis. Ironically at ics«t 
two of the iisl-j include ■*. 

Hussein Ali, who was instated 
as prime minister of Kuv.^j: by 
the Iraqis immediately after 
the invasion, as well as sever, 
others who served as ministers 
in bis “cabinet." 

Colonel Ala, a former offic- 
er in the Kuwait armed forces, 
is believed to be living in Iraq, 
having fled Kuwait towards the 
end of the Gulf war. 

He released a statement to 
the Iraqi media earlier this 
year, paying tribute to the Ira- 
[L regime on the eve of tht 
ird.tinmvcr-nrv of :h« 


ywi'c; nv,T , 

-Jen Times Vedn j-,-;. . 
also appcarca :c ir.eiuuc 
Kuwaiti nationals of Iraqi ori- 
gin "who are living in Iraq on 
their free will.” 


“How can they be classified 


as prisoners and. worse still, 
how can Kuwait demand that 
they be sent to Kuwait if they 
dor.T want to go?” asked the 
lawyer. 

furthermore, he said, 
“many are totally missing. For 
all we know some of them 
could be dead or back in 
Kuwait or anywhere else." 

The lawyer and human 
rights activists were very re- 
served in their answers when 
asked how the Iraqi govern- 
ment was responding to the 
Kuwaiti proposal. 

“Let us say that we have our 
ways to secure Iraqi approval 
at Kuwait 

will iv.e lp :o ii> part of the 
bargain." said one of the activ- 
ists. 

“But it has to be understood 
that wc can hope for the re- 
lease of only those Kuwaiti 
nationals who are actually held 
in Iraqi jails serving terms," 
said die activist. 

"In return, Kuwait has to 
unconditionally release all 
Jordanian., and Palestinians 
held on the so-called collabora- 
tion charges, including those 
con v, etc o and those detained 
vrithout charges or trial,” 

n “d rhe activists 
- - ■; rJ-r'f*- government 
' ir: the ccn- 
laov "3 lit the government 
wilt have to step in at a later 
stage when diplomacy and di- 
plomatic channels come into 
play." said the lawyer. 


“As soon as the Palestinians 
and the Israelis sign an accord, 
we will be able to announce our 
joint agenda,” he said. 

“Barring any last minute sur- 
prises. There is a high chance that 
we will also be able to sign our 
joint draft Jordanian-Israeli agen- 
da at this round of peace talks," 
an official told Reuters. 

“The fact that Israel and the 
Palestinians are about to sign the 


framework of Palestinian self- 
rule is removing the key obstacle 
that has prevented us from sign- 
ing our draft accord with Israel 
which is almost ready," the offi- 
cial said. 

A deal on Palestinian self-rule 
is likely to be signed before 
Israeli negotiators return from 
talks in Washington for the Jew- 
ish holiday of Rosfa Hashanah 
beginning Sept. 16. 

Jordanian offia'als say their 
joint agenda with Israel is only 


the first step towards an eventual 
comprehensive peace agreement 
in line with U.N. resolutions 242 
and 338. 

Israel is believed to have 
agreed to return two small strips 
of fertile land to Jordan and give 
it more water from the Jordan 
and Yaimonk rivets. 

The two have also agreed to 
dismiss the right on return of 
hundreds of thousands of Palesti- 
nian refugees who fled to Jordan 
in die 1967 war. 


Darwish says 
resignation 
is final 


AMMAN 


(J.T.) — Palestinian 

poet Mahmoud Darwish Wednes- 


day announced he was not revers- 
ing his resignation from the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) Executive Committee and 
said that the PLO’s days were 
over. 

“The only remaining role the 
PLO has to play is signing ffie 
agreement with Israel after which 
the organisation will be trans- 
formed into something else,” the 
poet said in a statement carried 
by Al Quds Press. “Can we 
ignore the real and artificial fears 
that our Arab ‘neighbours* dis- 
play regarding the agreement 
with our Israeli “neighbours'?” he 
questioned. 

The- reasons over which be 
resigned, Mr. Darwish said, are 
related to the peace process. “My 
conscience can't tolerate taki ng 
part in this adventurous decision 
(approving the Gaza-Jerkfao first 
agreement)." he said. 

He also criticised the PLO 
financial management saying the 
PLO was on the verge of col- 
lapse. “Look at the organisation 
carefully: Its institutions and its 
offices do not function any 
more... we have driven two gen- 
erations to death (in the name of) 
liberty and independence.” 


Al A’hd Party hails 
6 Gaza- Jericho’ plan 


By Saad Silnwi 

' Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The secretary 
general of Al A’hd Party, Abdul 
Hadi Al Majali, Wednesday dis- 
missed fears expressed by some 
people that the so-called “Gaza- 
JeridK) first” option poses dan- 
gers to Jordan. 

“Though we have not received 
details of the agreement, we be- 
lieve that it would not lead to 
mass migration of Palestinians to' 
Jordan as opponents of the prop- 
osal believes," said Mr. Majali in 
a statement to the Jordan limes. 

“On the contrary, I believe 
that this step is an achievement — 
burying the idea of creating a 
“greater Israel' and an alternate 
homeland for the Palestinians,'' 
he* said. 

“Since the start of the peace 
process in Madrid, die Jordanian 
negotiating team has been reaf- . 
finning the Palestinian people's 
right to establish their state and 
determine their future like other 
nations on earth," Mr. Majali 
said. ■ 

Noting that Jordan has readied 
preliminary agreement on a com- 
mon agenda with Israel in the 
peace process, Mr. Majali said 
that the Kingdom had made it 
dear that it was'suspending prog- 


ress on its own trade with the 
Israelis until progress has been 
achieved along die Palestinian- 
Israeli trade and the other Arab- 
Israeli tracks. 

“Our party accepts only what is 
acceptable to the Palestinians and 
we will display unders tanding of 
their position," Mr. Majali said. 

“Al A’hd Party indeed c?n 
only support any step or mow 
that would ensure the return of 
the occupied Palestinian land and 
the achievement of a just peace 
acceptable to the future genera- 
tions," he said. 


Noting that the Gaza-Jericbo 
option has indicated the lade of 
coordination among the Arab 
parties, Mr. Majali said that such 
a situation should not adversely 
affect inter-Arab relations. 

“Al ATid Party calls on die 
Arab countries to transcend this 
predicament for the $ake of safe- 
guarding the higher national in- 
terests, he said. 

“Our party views with optim- 
ism the Gaza- Jericho first option 
and the subsequent self-rule in 
the occupied Palestinian lands, 
and considers it as a step towards 
ending the suffering of the 
Palestinian people who have been 
living under the yoke of occupa- 
tion for so long, Mr. Majali said. 


Gaza poll shows little support for 


‘Gaza- Jericho’or confidence in Arafat 


AN OPINION poll conducted in 
the Gaza Strip over the weekend 
suggests there is considerable dis- 
quiet at the prospect of the 
“‘Gaza-Jericbo first” agreement 
being implemented, with less 
than a quarter of respondents 
supporting the plan and only 
around a third believing that 
Israel wants to make a success of 
it. 

The poll was conducted on 
Sunday and Monday jointly by 
two Palestinian research orga- 
nisations, the Media Services 
Centre and the Bisan Organisa- 
tion, for Tuesday’s edition of the 
Saudi daily The Asharq Al 
AwsaL 

It questioned a sample of 100 
Gaza Strip residents aged 20 to 66 
covering a broad socio-economic 
spectrum, one quarter of them 
women. 


While the results showed a 
considerable proportion of re- 
spondents were unsure what to 
make of the plan, many express- 
ed concern that Israel would con- 
trive to turn into a failure in order 
jo avoid implementing autonomy 
in the West Bank at a later stage, 
and feared that it would create 
tension between Gazans and 
West Bankets. 


A large majority also thought 
that opting for the scheme would 
mean abandoning ar. conceding 
many PaJesima^5fe^tiricd 
rights,’ particularly of * those 
Palestinians — who form a 
majority of the Strip's inhabitants 
— who were made refugees by 
the creation of Israel in 1948. 

The poll also indicated that the 
proposal had further eroded PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s popu- 
larity, with nearly three quarters 


objecting to the way derisions are 
made in the PLO and two-thirds 
expressing lack of confidence in 
Arafat personality. 

Before being quizzed, respon- 
dents were asked to read a brief 
d efin ition of the “Gaza-Jericho 
first” option as a proposal to 
implement Palestinian autonomy 
in the two areas for a two-year 
interim period, during which the 
Palestinians would be required to 
demonstrate their ability to run 
their own affairs and preserve 
security and their desire for peace 
with Israel. If they, succeed, 
autonomy can be extended to 
most of the rest of the West 
Bank, with the status of Jeru- 
salem remaining unresolved. 

Under the secret deal struck by 
the PLO and Israel, Arafat would 
reportedly move to Gaza or 
Jericho and take charge of inter- 
nal security, but Israeli troops 
would continue to be deployed in 
Don-residential areas and Jewish 
settlements and would control 
access to Gaza and Jericho. Thus 
Israel would accord the PLO a 
role in the search for a solution 
while implementing it in stages 
and making the introduction of 
autonomy m the West Bank con- 
ditional on the “success" of the 

J dot scheme in the Strip and 
encho. 


it by sowing discord among the 
people or cresting security prob- 
lems as a pretext for no extadhig 
the solution to the West Bank? 

Yes, Israel will not create prob- 
elms: 34.8% 

No, Israel wifi create problems: 
37%. 

Underided: 28% 

Do you think the Palestinians 
will obtain foreign ftMivM sup, 
port if they agree in this solution, 
or wifi the fi nan c ial pressure on 
them be m ai nt ai ned? 

Aid will be forthcoming: 
34.8% 

Financial squeeze will persist: 
65% 



They were then asked to reply 
to the following questions: 

_ Do you think that implementa- 
tion of the proposal wfil create a 
rift and suspicion between resi- 
dents of the Strip and residents of 
the West Bank who wifi not obtain 
the same deal? 

Yes: 71.9% 

No: 26.7% 

Do yon think Israel wants the 
Gaza-Jericho option to work and 
wifi therefore not seek to obstruct 


Do you personally agree to the 
Gaza-Jericho proposal despite its 
future hnp&cations for historical 
rights, and do you think it w£D 

strengthen or weadeen the demand 

for rights in 1984 Palestine? 

Yes, I approve of the proposal: 
26.6% 

No, I do not approve of the 
proposal: 22.5% 

Yes, the proposal will streng- 
th demand for historical rights: 

No, the proposal means con- 
ceding historical rights: 37% 

Are you acquainted with the 
deriaou-maldng process in the 
PLO? 

Yes: 60% 

No: 38% 

Do you approve of the way deci- 
sions are taken with the PLO? 

Yes: 24.7% 

No: 74% 


D° yoa have confidence in the 


— — — t'T nymiai 

afl the derisions he takes concern- 

fog the fate of the Pa festinfame P 
Yes: 30% 

No: 66% . . 

— Mideast Minor 


Queen Elizabeth ^ 
introduces incenthK 
Pay Plan -J ^ 

LONDON <AP) Queen ^ 


zabetb U will pay her staff hand 
in part on bow Well they dort^ 
jobs, Buckingham' 


The palace will confine to pay *'' 
cort-of-Hviag increase, but aft 
away with the old system of j 
pay incr em e nt s based cm 
of service, a palace Sj 
said. “Introduction of 
ance -related pay) is in 

the best practice. in the 
and public sectors — and 
that everyone should have 
opportunity of some- additic 
pay every year,” said the spokeg 
man. speaking on conditioaJ' 
anonymity. ““Under the &§/-"' , 
ere mental system, when ym> . 
reach a certain Jewel, you om\ 
have any more unless yon " 
promoted.” ’ 



Justice, warns 
parents about 
computer porn 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Thi' ' ’ 
U.S. Justice Department waar ev '- ’- 
parents to ensure that then* rirft ; ■ •*- 
dren are not being.contaried for r - v 
pedophiles via computer. Thr^ ~ 
also warned against child per. 7 . 
nography senriefo operating jit ■ ■ 
computer from ' Denmark. Nc . • 
federal cases have been mark, i- >■ 
against people using the late;.- '' 
technology to gain access . taxi 
suspecting y o u ngsters, but 


state cases have been brought.- 
offlcials said. Robert Flores* --^, 
senior trial attorney with the.^-^~ - 

pertinent's Quid Exploitation. . 
and Obscenity Section, sard ] fg.. £>T ? 
de p a r t ment is not trying to scare'.' . 
tire public, but they want parents - irr , • 
to be careful about what tfrol 
children are reading on computer^-- — 
bulletin boards. Parents of 
pater-using young people should 1 
be “aware that mere nright beTfjU 
people out there looking to hannr* uu 
them.” and should contact offi- 
cials with evidence of those 
the technology to contact 
dren few illicit purposes, die offi- 
cials- said. 


Doctors operate 
on unborn baby’s 
heart 


jiaf 


LONDON (R) — British 
diologists have disclosed they 
tied out the first successful hearz- 
operation on an unborn baby ant- 
that the child is now two years ok:- .. 
and Hving a normal life. Guy* 
Hospital in London said Wednev-- 
day its surgeons bad carried ou{ Z . 
foe operation. Paediatric car S . 
diologist Professor Michae^. 
Tynan reported the operation -t£.\ 
colleagues at a conference- h* 7 
Nice. News of the operation hai7 ._ 
been withheld until now to avoir " ' 
a wave of publicity until 
survival of the child was assured.. 
“We feel this operation belpe»7^Z" 
the baby, but we cannot sar-T^ - 
whether it is a breakthrough yet, ' /*"*“ 
Prof. Tynan was reported al, 7* 
saving. “We have a survivor!. • 
icn shows the proceduri 
works, and both mother and bab..V - 
are wen.” Guy's has operated 
four foetuses in the past thre\_/ 
years, but only one — a girl fronf 7 "~- 
nothem Italy — survived. AT' 
would have died immediately al *•’ v 
ter birth without surgery. Prof 5 -i 
Tynan said he was seeking per - - i 
mfaaon from the parents of ti> : * - 
child to publicise the case am *■ •- 
identify her. Dr. Shake.e c -T 
Qureshi, a member of the surge”'--- - 
al team, said the heart defect — : • 
narrowing of the outlet valvr^. 
from the heart to the aorta — wa~^ 
detected by specialists in fiaty 


The mother was flown to London 
— • - - - » Nf ( 


and operated when she was $ 
weeks pregnant. 


Live to over 120 
on North Korea’s 
water of life 


TOKYO (R) — Mineral water!., 

Bt« certainly, moaaenr. Perrier? Vdrit *: ■. 
Perhaps Siadok...? According U ‘ - 
me North Korean News Agency--.- .. 
(KCNA), Smdok spring water—'’* •, 
the “drink of longevity” nj- - 
wowing export markets and- 
already bears comparison wi it 
the big-name European brands. 
“An analysis disclosed that itpv. 
water is better than the ^ 
known Evian water qf France/, 
the agency says, withwt.pnmw' 
mg any objective backing for its. 
d aim. S mdok, which comes fiog? 


spring some 60 metres ^ 

£t) bek * * ^ 


feet) below toe slopes of 
Osok, in western Nbrt&f* 
has some amazing he fl gfc 
properties, KCNA assert?- 
water is said to contain, iron/, 
yer, molybdenum, Snorioe. .^ 
Iram, natrium, 
ganese “and other undo ^ 
ments good for - health jntf,-*' 
longevity”, “it is, completely 
gpnnfree," The Not* KoreazO 
agency says Smdok water “plW V" 
important functions ® e yev enanf ■ 
indige stion, disordered btooi \ Y 
pressure, arteriosclerosis, ^ " 


ageing and keepmj^v 

the vigour of youth. ^ : A 








